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NEWTON BOE AND NEWTON TOWN
COUNCIL to file joint lawsuit
against the state for school
fUNDING equity
The Newton Town Council and Newton Board of Education have passed resolutions committing to filing a school funding equity lawsuit against the State of New Jersey. Specifically, local
officials charge that the State treats Newton’s taxpayers differently than those in other municipalities and school districts in violation of the State Constitution which reads in part, “The fund
for the support of free public schools ... shall be … for the equal benefit of all the people of the
State …”
The Newton Public Schools are among a group of 96 school districts throughout the State that
are both overtaxed and severely underaided -- defined as (a) receiving less than 70% of their
state aid; and (b) taxing above 100% of their local fair share. This group of 96 districts is being
shorted some $739 million in state aid in FY18, and trying to make that up in part by taxing
their residents more than $475 million above the State-calculated local fair share. These districts and their municipalities are being invited to form a coalition to file the litigation within
the coming weeks.
The Town Council passed its resolution at a public meeting held on Monday November 27.
Mayor Wayne Levante commented, “For the last eight years, the State has failed to adequately
and reasonably fund education in the Town of Newton. Over that time we have been funded at
less than 60% and shortchanged to the tune of $30 million. The situation has and continues to
be burdensome and unacceptable for our students, educational professionals, residents, and taxpayers. The Newton Council and Board of Education are committed to recovering and restoring
the full funding to which we are entitled.”

(Continued on page 4)

Jaydeep Mukherjee to Perform at Carnegie Hall
Newton High School student and choir member, Jaydeep
Mukherjee, has been selected to perform at Carnegie Hall
in the 2018 High School Honors Performance Series.
Jaydeep was selected along with nearly 700 other students
from all 50 states plus the District of Columbia, Guam,
six Canadian provinces, Australia, China, Hong Kong,
Mexico, New Zealand, Qatar, South Korea, and the United
Kingdom. Jaydeep’s many other accomplishments include
being selected to the Newton High School Honors Choir,
the All Sussex County Chorus, NJSMA Region I Chorus,
NJMEA All State Mixed Choir, as well as his participation in the High School Honors Performance Series at the
Sydney Opera House in Australia in July.
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Spotlight On

Merriam Avenue School
"Our school is a place where students, teachers,
and parents work together as a community of learners,
where each and every member is a valued contributor".
That sentence demonstrates a value clearly represented and evidenced in the
Merriam Avenue School Family Learning Academy.
Our administration, faculty, and staff strive to create a community in which
parents, students and their teachers collaborate to enrich each child’s educational experience. Research reveals that parent/family engagement not only builds
connections between the home and school, but also helps children have the best
possible educational experience.
The goal of the Family Learning Academy is to bring students and their parents
to the school to participate in learning activities that engage learners of all ages.
Families have fun working together to complete challenges and to explore new
and unique activities.
Each Family Learning Academy evening produces a host of take-away ideas and resources that support learning at home. This year, the
Family Learning Academy has included a STEM Challenge Night where the whole family had fun tackling problem solving activities
and developing thinking skills that tickled the brains of both adults and children alike! Another Academy session, “Paint and Sip Family
Night” invited families to a kid-friendly evening of painting for even the littlest of fingers. The next Family Learning Academy sessions
will be Family Reading Nights...more information to come! As always, families enjoy free pizza before each Academy session!

As part of our Gifted & Talented Program
for fourth grade students, two scientists from
Picatinny Arsenal showed students how to use
a three dimensional printer. Students were able
to participate in a hands on demonstration of
the work real scientists do every day and experience new technologies to which they ordinarily
would not have access.

Scientists From Picatinny
Arsenal Visit Merriam Avenue
School Gifted & Talented 4th
Grade Students

MAS WATCH DOGS
(Dads of Great Students)

On September 27th we
held our kickoff event for
the Watch Dogs Program.
We had 97 father figures
come to our all purpose
room and share fellowship with their children
and members of our staff.
In total there were over
200 people in attendance
to hear the benefits of our
program, hosted at our
school. By the end of the
program, all fathers and
father figures had scheduled a day to come to the
school and be a part of
our family for the day. We
have had over 20 dads in
so far this year to help out
in all areas of the school
and spend some quality
time with our students.
The kids love the presence
in the school and really
enjoy when the guys are
here.
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Braves Football at it’s Best!

The Newton Braves stormed through the fall athletic season with incredible success. The Newton Braves football team defeated Lakeland,
28-14, in the North 1, Group 2 final on Friday, December 1, 2017 at
Kean University to win its first ever state championship.
The girls soccer team posted an impressive 17-6-1 record on their way
to regular season NJAC Freedom division championship. The boys
soccer team used a mid-season turnaround to go 14-7-2 and winning
the North I Group II state sectional title for the second straight year.

NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL CHORUS

Newton FFA

2015 Newton High School
graduate, Carly Zdanek, named to
the United Soccer Coaches NCAA
Division III America Third Team
while at Lasell College.
Carly credits her high school coach,
Jake Mull, for giving her confidence and
helping her develop her skills, as well as
her parents who always believed in and
encouraged her.
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Newton Town Council and BOE File Joint Lawsuit			
The Board of Education passed a similar version the next night at its
regular meeting. President Stella Dunn stated, “I’m happy that the
Board has decided to work with like-minded districts and municipalities to continue pushing for the fair funding that the taxpayers
and students of Newton deserve. This Board has worked tirelessly
for the last two plus years to fight for equity in state aid, and 57% is
just not fair. While we were able to provide some relief in this latest
budget, we look forward to providing additional assistance to our
community in the future. The proposed litigation will continue to
demonstrate our seriousness to state officials. We are not going to
stop fighting until there is an equitable resolution.”
Some legislative success was achieved in this year’s state budget compromise, which unfortunately shut down state services for several

(continued from page 1)

days in July. The Newton Board of Education received additional
state aid in the amount of $221,748, all of which was passed on to its
taxpayers. Legislative advocacy efforts will continue along with the
proposed litigation to forge a sustainable path to equitable distribution of state aid to all school districts moving forward.
The Board and Town are being represented in this litigation by attorneys Schwartz, Simon, Edelstein & Celso LLC, and Laddey, Clark &
Ryan LLP, respectively.
If you have questions or would like further information contact Dr.
G. Kennedy Greene, Superintendent, Newton Public Schools at 973383-7392, or Mr. Thomas Russo, Town Manager, Town of Newton at
973-383-3521.

*Attention Parents/Guardians *

Please be sure your contact information is up to date in the PARENT PORTAL.
At this time of year we should always be prepared for a weather related Instant Alert.
If you need assistance please contact the main office at your child’s school.
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