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Halloween Parade & Party
Merriam Avenue School had a Halloween parade and class parties! At the Halloween parade we had a
really fun time and we had a lot of people gather up on the sidewalk of Merriam and wait for the kids to
come out and they played Halloween music. On Google we found this is why Halloween is celebrated “
On the night of October 31 they celebrated Samhain, when it was believed that the ghosts of the dead
returned to earth. In addition to causing trouble and damaging crops, Celts thought that the presence
of the otherworldly spirits made it easier for the Druids, or Celtic priests, to make predictions about the
future “ So that’s probably why Halloween is so spooky. Last thing about the Halloween parade is that
family and friends take pictures and they laugh, have fun and dance to the music!
During the Halloween parties parents bring stuff in for the students like cupcakes, chips, etc and the
students get their costumes on and have a party and play spooky music. Then they have the parade.
That is what the Halloween parties are like.
By: Morgan Dainger eld & Tatyana Anthinez

1st Grade Pumpkin Picking Trip
The rst graders went on a eld trip to Tranquility farms in Andover, New Jersey to pick pumpkins. We
asked a rst grade teacher and student what the highlight of their trip was. We asked my brother,
Mason Lestz, and said his favorite part was the multiple little play places. We also asked his teacher
Mrs. Jhong and she said the hayride to the pumpkin patch. We then asked why they chose to go to the
pumpkin patch. The teacher said to pick pumpkins because all the rst grade classes participate in a
paint your own pumpkin event. They hand out yers right before they go on the trip. The event is in the

all purpose room. I remember going on this trip myself and it was a fun place to go. If you have not
gone there you NEED to.
From Your fourth grade friends : Haeleigh Lestz and Yara Bader.

Kindergarten Trip to Bristol Glen
Mrs. K states that the class had a lot of fun on this trip. They went trick or treating and got a lot of
candy. They went on different levels of the building to trick or treat and after their favorite part was the
dance party the had. Noah said that his favorite of all the songs was the Michael Jackson song. Some
of the Halloween costumes were, Cleopatra, Iron Man, and Dash. Some of the adults were dressed up
to as snow white and bumble bees. Some of the different kinds of candy they got were chocolate,
reese's pieces, smarties, chips and starbursts. They had a great time and said that they brought bags
that they decorated ahead of time and they gave every adult a picture that they colored/drew and it
was a sunny day. They said that they can't want to go back.
By: Ayden Sipley

Buddy Bench
This year the girl scouts decorated a new buddy bench. It is located on the playground and is used to
nd a friend to play with. If you see someone on the buddy bench you can ask if they would like to play
with you, even if you do not like the person that asks you to play you should try to play and connect.
Here is an example of how not to use the buddy bench:
Imagine two people on the buddy bench, one named Tobey the other Brady. Tobey asks Brady to play
with him Brady answers,“No I don’t want to play with you.” What Brady said is incorrect in this
situation because if Tobey and Brady didn’t work well together they should still try to get along.

Here is an example of how to use the buddy bench…
When someone else is sitting on the buddy bench you ask them kindly if they will play with you.
The buddy bench is NOT for lounging.
If you don’t get along with the person just try your best
By: Emily Rossi & Ava Aghahowa

McTeacher Night
When talking to Mr. Lutz about McTeacher night he said that he likes it because it is fun and gives
students a chance to see their teachers outside of school. He enjoys to give back to people and watch
everyone eat together. Mr. Lutz said that in one hour they mdae $700! He talked about the people who
work at the restaurant and said they work hard and are very friendly. There is a lot of planning that
goes into McTeacher night. Mr. Lutz calls the owner, picks a date and puts it out to the teachers to get
there help for advertisement. It is a fun event!
By Luciana Munoz and Gia Lydon

Trip to The Intrepid
C2C went to the intrepid for a eld trip. They went to the Intrepid because it was local history and you
can learn a lot. We asked a few teachers and students and they said that the highlight of the trip was
seeing the space shuttle. It was a really fun trip and everyone really learned a lot! When we talked to
Mr. Lasso he said he learned that on the planes, the wings folded.
By: Charley De Kleine & Mackenzie Allen

Earthkeepers
Earthkeepers comes around to your door every Wednesday so remember to put out your recyclables
and papers - not trash! Make sure you listen to the announcements for Ms. Nilson to remind you! The
reason we do this is to keep our environment safe for our plants food and animals. Earthkeepers was
started because the women that was here reminded her of the importance of keeping the environment
green. Also to spread the help to everyone to keep the environment a great place. Ms. Nilson had the
idea for Earthkeepers because when she was little she wanted to keep the environment green and free
from liter. When the opportunity came she snagged it. Earthkeepers helps the environment by taking

the recyclables and paper before it goes to a dump. She thinks we're doing good work but she thinks
the Earthkeepers can do even better!
By Barry May eld

Storybook Pumpkin Contest
Mrs. Iuliani states that the most popular pumpkins from the story pumpkin contest was the Clifford
one from Mrs.Porter's class and pumpkins that were tied were the Pinkalicious by Mrs.K’s class and
THE ONE AND ONLY IVAN! were the 2nd place winners. Mrs. Iuliani states that 19 classes participated.
If you don't know what the storybook pumpkin contest is, classes were asked to decorate a pumpkin
to look like a storybook character and they used arti cial pumpkins because real ones explode
because of the heat in the building and the paint you put on them. Mrs. Iuliani got the idea for the
contest from an online facebook group for librarians. Mrs. Iuliani says that her favorite pumpkins out
of all of them were all of them She couldn't pick just one! She says that the classes were able to use
any materials they wanted. My class participated and I think that it was a fun way to work together
and celebrate fall and our favorite books.
By: Ayden Sipley
P.s always try your best .And be the best that you can be!!!!

Grace's Lemonade Stand
In this school there is the one and only Grace Zayac. And this summer she did something totally
amazing - she had a lemonade stand and she sold cookies and she drew on them with a food coloring
markers. She made pink lemonade. Grace made it with pink lemonade coloring, she also sold chips,
and lemons. Grace gave the $300 of money that she earned in the lemonade stand to the food pantry.
She found out that the food pantry is somewhere people that don't have enough money to pay for
their food or anything they need get some money to pay for the stuff they need and she was happy for
what she did. So if you see her in the halls give her a quick High 5. Good work Grace!
By Jocelyn Kweselait

Liberty Science Center
The 4th grade went on a trip to the Liberty Science Center. Some activities that are there are the touch
tunnel and the spider maze. The touch tunnel was the most craved place/activities. The Spider Maze is
a fun maze that had 209,873 people try and escape. It is the most popular LSC maze this far. In the
middle of the maze there is a giant spider with a map next to it. The purpose of the trip was to give
students the opportunity to get a hands-on experience exploring science and technology and the
evolution of space through the Planetarium. When we asked a teacher what their favorite part/activity
was of the trip, Ms. Sylvester said, "The skyscraper”, because it creates an experience students would
not normally have. A memorable moment was the Planetarium because it gives a chance to see the
night sky and see the constellations. Everyone had a great time and everything went smoothly and
there was no trouble.
By Allie Ismail, Lina Brunelle & Kai DeJesus-Gonzalez

Donating Hair to a Good Cause
When Marina was little she wanted to donate her hair because she felt bad kids so young had cancer.
The rst time she cut it off she was very excited and nervous, and this time she was even more excited
then before but when her hair hit the ground she was a little scared. She says that she feels very happy
that her hair was put to good use. Mariana says she will continue to do this in the future.
By Emily Rossi

Choose 2 Connect (C2C)

Students have an awesome after school program that they can join. It is called Choose 2 Connect
(C2C) and people can sign up for free on the Merriam Avenue website (see attached link). Students
have fun playing with their friends and even go on a few trips throughout the year. C2C has a lot to
offer. In the beginning of C2C, students are given time to run around and play with their friends. Then
they all meet together and are split into groups for academic support. This also includes homework
help. The last portion of C2C has students participate in a STEM activity that they all enjoy. Sign up
online to join the fun!
https://c2cnewton.weebly.com/
By Nia Williams

