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October 28, 2020 

Newton Public Schools Community, 

As we are into our fourth week of hybrid instruction and nearing the end of the first marking 
period, I appreciate the difficult adjustment we have all had to make -- students, staff, parents, 
and family members alike.  Know that we are committed to meeting the educational needs of 
our students as best we can given the challenges we all face.   

I want to inform you of two decisions regarding school schedules.  Early dismissals and 
delayed openings will be planned as days for fully remote instruction.  To the extent 
possible, we will be proactive in encouraging students to take their devices home whenever bad 
weather is in the forecast.  The timeframes for that instruction will be as follows: 

  Grades PK-8  Grades 9-12 

Early Dismissal  8:45 am - 12:45 pm  7:40 am - 11:45 am 

Delayed Opening  10:45 am - 2:45 pm  9:40 am - 2:35 pm 

 
On inclement weather days (snow days), we will be canceling classes just as we have in the 
past.  Remote instruction may not be accessible to many given the frequency of power outages 
in our region, and we do not want to add to the challenges brought on by the weather. 

As a reminder, Monday November 2 and Wednesday November 4 were initially scheduled as 
early dismissal days for parent-teacher conferences at Merriam Avenue School.  Those days will 
now be regular instructional days for all students. Tuesday November 3 is Election Day, and by 
Governor’s Executive Order, will be a day for fully remote instruction in all schools.  

Finally, I want to remind everyone of the assistance for parents and families posted on our 
website under Pandemic Resources and Technology Support.  If you have individual concerns 
with any aspect of our health and safety standards or instructional program, please feel free to 
reach out to me or a member of your school’s administrative staff. 

Sincerely, 

 
Dr. G. Kennedy Greene 

 
 

http://www.newtonnj.org/
http://www.newtonnj.org/families/coronavirus-closure-resources
http://www.newtonnj.org/families/technology

