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On June 28, 2016, the Board of Education concluded a year long planning process by
approving a strategic school facilities plan that: (a) determined the Halsted Street School
would no longer be part of the district’s future facilities planning; (b) promoted the
concept of a new middle school on the West End Avenue site; and (c) anticipated the
development of a community schools model to inform facility design. Plan implementation became one of the 2016-17 district goals, and the Board has taken the following
steps thus far:
•

July - Requested information on site feasibility, debt capacity, and detailed project costs.

•

August - Received a presentation by EI Associates on a conceptual middle school plan,
which confirmed the feasibility of the West End Avenue site. Estimated costs for the
new school plus key projects at the other two buildings totaled $54.2 million.

•

September - Reviewed figures for potential state funding ($6.0 million) and district
debt capacity ($18.5 million), deciding that construction of a new school could not be
considered at this time.

•

October/November
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■■

Reconsidered alternative options for Halsted (as an elementary school, as a
special program/community center, continue as a middle school).

■■

Confirmed the intent that Halsted not be part of the district’s future facilities.

■■

Developed consensus on the concept of (a) a larger expansion to Merriam Avenue
School to house grades pK-8, or (b) a smaller expansion to accommodate grades
pK-6 plus an expansion at Newton High School for grades 7-12.

Sustainable Jersey for Schools
Sustainable Jersey for Schools is a certification
program for New Jersey public schools that want to
go green, conserve resources and take steps to create
a brighter future, one school at a time.
Progress Highlights:
•

Kristi Greene, Principal
Halsted Middle School

Approved a resolution to participate in the program and registered the
district.

•

Created a district steering committee and school “Green Teams”.

•

Kevin Stanton, Principal
Merriam Avenue School

The district action plan was affirmed to include 11 possible activities in 9 categories for a maximum of 125 points toward certification for all three schools.

•

School action plan ideas were shared by green team representatives in
November.
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Spotlight On
Merriam Avenue School
HOLIDAY BAND AND CHORUS CONCERT
HOLIDAY GIFT SHOP

T

he PTO Holiday Gift Shop
and Book Fair took place
during the week of December 5th
for all of the students at Merriam
Avenue School. The Holiday
Gift Shop provides the students
a chance to shop for their loved
ones during the school day. The
students enjoy picking out gifts
that they can surprise family and
friends with over the Holiday
break. The PTO does a great job
with helping the group out with
item selection and managing
their money to ensure that they
can provide a little something for
everyone on their list. The experience of giving for the Holidays
is strongly supported and the
students gather an understanding of what is important for this
festive season.

W

e have been very active this month at
Merriam Avenue School. We have celebrated the talents of our fourth graders by
holding our annual Holiday Band and Chorus
Concert. Under the direction of our music
teacher, Mr. Stocker, the band performed the
following songs, Good King Wenceslas, Jolly
Old St. Nick, and Jingle Bells to a packed all
purpose room. Once the band completed their
performance, it was the Chorus' turn to shine.
Mr. Stocker, who was accompanied by a former
student, Kyle Penny on drums, played along to
Jingle Bell Rock, Sleigh Ride, Sevivion, Sov, Sov,
Sov, Feliz Navidad, and Silent Night while the
Choral group sang along. They did an excellent job and a great time was had by all who
came to watch. To add to the evening, a beautiful snow fall was taking place outside as the
group left to go home for the night.

MAS WATCH DOGS
The Watch DOGS program promotes male involvement in the lives of
our school aged children and encourages those individuals to come to the
school on their scheduled day to help with school safety, daily operations
of the facility, and to be a part of our school culture. If you are interested in the program or want to become involved, please reach out to Dee
Iuliani or Kenney Lutz at Merriam Avenue School and they can assist you.

pto book fair
The Book Fair is a PTO driven
project that allows the students
the opportunity to purchase books
to read over their Holiday Break.
The selection of books ranges from
seasonal pieces to student's favorites. The kids can come in to shop
for friends and family as well. It
is a great addition to the already
awesome atmosphere that the PTO
and School partner together to
provide for all of our children at
this time of the year.
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Friend2Friend 5K Walk/Run

TRUST RESPECT SUPPORT

The Newton Lady Braves Field Hockey

Top 6 TRS poster contest winners

Back: Sam Miller, Melissa Sanchez Casas, Andrew Gratti and
Front: Dylan Detwiller, Carolyn Granholm, Abel Sanchez,
with Kurt Walton, Assistant Principal

team participated in the Friend2Friend 5K walk/run for The
Sussex County Women's Forum on October 16th, 2016. One
hundred percent of the $1,350 proceeds raised will support
free digital mammograms for residents of Sussex County.

“FIERCE FELINES”
For the first time, on Saturday,
November 19th, the Newton
Robotics Team hosted the
FIRST Lego League Qualifiers
Event at Sparta Middle School.
A donation competition was
also in place. A total of 1,583
items were donated by all 13
teams attending. These items
were donated to the Manna
House food pantry and a
few items for animals will
be donated to Father John’s
Animal House. The “Fierce
Felines” from Halsted Middle School won the donation challenge with a total of
676 items. Mr. Jim Hofmann was the director of the event.

Fall Athletic Accomplishments
During this past fall season, while all our athletic
teams qualified for state play, a few programs stood tall
through the formidable competition.
•

Field Hockey posted a 17-4 record while winning their third
straight state sectional championship.

•

Boys soccer shared similar success by going 19-4, winning a state
sectional title, and qualifying for the state championship game.

•

Finally, football went 8-2 on the season and hosted its first state
game since 2013.
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COMMUNITY SCHOOLS UPDATE
Community Schools are an approach to elementary and secondary education that brings health and social services from the community directly into
the school.
Progress Highlights:
•

Created a district steering committee and school teams to develop a
Newton-centric model.

•

Distributed a stakeholder survey and other needs assessment data such as
school climate surveys.

•

Identified district parameters for the schools including:
Each school will consider five service provision areas, come up with
a list of proposed individual services, and the district committee will
review to look at service coordination.

■■

Develop the model as a family-based case management approach
(coordination of services).

■■

School teams need to identify resources needed (e.g., people, partners,
space, materials) to provide the desired services.

■■

Evaluate services currently provided as to whether they meet our
high level needs and, if they do, could they be better coordinated
within our model.

Mr. Dave Hughen, Head of
Maintenance, was chosen as
Newton High School Staff Member
of the Month for November. Mr.
Hughen is retiring on December
31, 2016 after working for the
district for over 36 years. Good
luck in your retirement!

School teams reported out on their initial proposals in November.
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