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The district started the school year
on a high note when New Jersey
Monthly released its biannual
analysis. For the first time, Newton
High School earned a place in the
Top 100 among 337 public high
schools. The analysis focused on
three categories — school environment, student performance,
and student outcomes — with
eight specific criteria as follows:
1.

Student/faculty ratio

2.

Number of AP/IB subjects offered

3.

Percentage of students in grades 11-12 taking at least one AP/IB course

4.

Percentage of students taking at least one visual & performing arts class

5.

Percentage of students scoring 1550 or better on SAT

6.

Percentage of AP tests resulting in scores of 3+ (IB = 4+)

7.

Four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate; and

8.

Percentage of graduates enrolled in college 16 months after high school graduation

What is especially impressive is that Newton HS was mentioned specifically as the “fastestrising school” among the Top 100, moving from 168th in 2014 to 99th this year. This is truly
a preK-12th grade achievement that should be celebrated by all stakeholders!
Media coverage can be found at the following links:

Dr. G. Kennedy Greene
Superintendent

•

https://njmonthly.com/articles/towns-schools/education-2016-our-top-schools/

•

https://njmonthly.com/articles/towns-schools/top-high-schools-2016/

•

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/newton/articles/
newton-named-to-new-jersey-monthlys-top-100-high

Donna C. Snyder
Business Administrator/
Board Secretary
Jeff Waldron, Principal
Newton High School
Kristi Greene, Principal
Halsted Middle School
Kevin Stanton, Principal
Merriam Avenue School

District Goals

The Newton Board of Education
Adopted the Following Goals for
the 2016-17 school year.

•

Develop/implement curriculum and provide professional development that
strengthens student-centered learning to increase student achievement.

•

Develop a Newton-specific model for Community Schools to increase student
achievement.

•

Pursue Sustainable Jersey for Schools certification to increase student achievement.

•

Implement the Strategic School Facilities Plan to increase student achievement.
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NHS Robotics Team Has New Home At Sussex County Fair Grounds
The Newton High School FIRST
Robotics Team played host
to special guests Lieutenant
Governor Kim Guadagno,
US Congressman Scott Garrett
and NJ Senator Steve Oroho at the
Sussex County Fair in August

BREAKFAST IN THE CLASSROOM AT MERRIAM AVENUE SCHOOL
The Board of Education approved a new initiative at Merriam
Avenue School this school year. It takes the breakfast program
previously offered before school and provides it to all students in
grades K-4 in the classroom after school begins. The Breakfast
in the Classroom program is strongly recommended by the NJ
Department of Child Nutrition.
Merriam Avenue School Principal Kevin Stanton, stated, “We
know that there is a direct relationship between having a healthy

breakfast and improved academic achievement. The teachers
at Merriam Avenue School are dedicated to helping each and
every child grow to their fullest potential, and our new breakfast
program plays an important part in helping to achieve that goal.”
The program is free for all Merriam students. It is covered by
food service revenue not to exceed $20,000 and federal reimbursements already received for breakfast.

Merriam's Parent Academy (La Academia para los Padres)
The goal of the Parent Academy is to bring teachers and parents/guardians together to share important conversation and provide instruction about the new ideas children are learning in school. Parents will receive a host
of take-away tools and resources to support their child’s learning at home. Parents, your participation not only
builds connections between the home and the school, but it also helps your child have the best possible school
experience! The Academy is a great opportunity to learn, discuss, and ask lots of questions about what your kids
are learning in school! Here is a sampling of Parent Academy content:
• Learn strategies to build your child’s self-esteem and self-confidence while also providing guidance that will have a
positive effect on behavior and school success
• Learn about the New Jersey Student Learning Standards-what they are and what they mean to you and your child.
• Learn how to do that “new math” in order to support your child and his/her homework
• Learn ideas and strategies to build reading and writing skills
• Learn ways to use your own device, whether it is an iPad, tablet, laptop, or smartphone, to help your child’s learning while
at home or on the road
• For our Spanish-speaking parents, Senora Smith will attend select classes to translate what the teachers are sharing during
their time with parents.

* Para leer esto en espanol puede mirar nuestro sitio www.newtonnj.org *
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Welcome New Staff 2016-17
NEWTON HIGH SCHOOL
Jenny Allen		
Dan DiMarzo		
Rachael Guzman
Hal Mordkoff		
Teacher
Auriela Selimi		

Agriculture Teacher
Science Teacher
Teacher Assistant
Business Education
English Teacher

HALSTED MIDDLE SCHOOL
Paul Kelusak		
Yolanda Peragino
Josh Reed		
Tammy Simeone		
Jessica Van Kirk		

Custodian
Teacher Assistant
Security Monitor
Teacher Assistant
Teacher Assistant

MERRIAM AVENUE SCHOOL
Courtney Galasso
Kerianne Griffin		
Jennifer Kedash		
Kelly Kocian		
Michael Porter		
Patricia Pruser		
Jodi Rizzo		
Kimberly Schwartz
Jamie Sloboda		
Ashley Tate		
Misty Tripoli		

Special Education Teacher
4th Grade Teacher
Elementary Teacher
Elementary Teacher
Special Education Teacher
Lunchroom Aide
Lunchroom Aide
Lunchroom Aide
4th Grade Teacher
Teacher/Librarian
Lunchroom Aide

MAS Watch D.O.G.S (Dads of Great Students)
The Watch D.O.G.S.
Program has officially
started! On Wednesday,
September 21st, 77
fathers and father figures,
and over a hundred
children, attended the
kickoff ceremony held at
Merriam Avenue School.
With the help of fifteen
teachers and administrators, the group ate pizza,
listened to a presentation on what the program can do for their child and
the school, and scheduled their shifts for the 2016-17 school year. All of
the participants left with a smile and were eager for the program to get
under way.
The Watch D.O.G.S. program promotes male involvement in the lives
of our children and encourages those individuals to come to the school
on their scheduled day to help with school safety, daily operations of
the facility, and to be a part
of our school culture. The
students and staff truly look
forward to the involvement
of our “dads” and anticipate
another great year.
If you are interested in the
program or want to become
involved, please reach out to
Dee Iuliani or Kenney Lutz
at Merriam Avenue School
and they can assist you.

DISTRICT WIDE
Joseph DeLuca		
Joseph Van Kirk		

A

Network Technician
District Electrician

ttention Parents/Guardians
Please be sure your contact information is up to date in the PARENT PORTAL.
If you need assistance please contact your child’s school.

M

erriam Avenue School

Presents Ignite Sessions

Merriam Avenue School has initiated a grassroots series of professional collaborations designed to share ideas in an informal, informative,
quick and “to the point” presentation format.
Ignite Session presenters explain an idea, a strategy, an innovative use
of technology, a skill and/or an instructional concept- sort of planting
a seed for anyone who may be interested in the topic presented.
At Merriam, thinking out of the box is a hallmark of the many creative
initiatives that happen each and every day in classrooms, hallways
and after school programs. So Ignite Sessions provide an opportunity

for colleagues to share those interests, wonderings, discoveries and
knowledge. Since the purpose of an Ignite Session is to share ideas,
the way in which those ideas are shared is up to the speaker. Presenters
trailblaze their own unique format- slides or no slides, powerpoint or
video clips...all presentation formats are welcome.
Ignite Sessions happen as frequently as there are staff members who
would like to present. Ignite Session speakers have shared their
knowledge of ClassDojo, Google Tips and Tricks, Google Classroom,
Phonemic Awareness and Website Creation.
With such an informal format, a quick email a couple of days in
advance explaining a little about the topic to be shared is all that is
needed to get the word out to the entire staff. Ignite Sessions truly are
a great opportunity for all members of Merriam’s staff to learn from
each other!
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Did you know?
•

Student enrollment has grown 5% over the past five years in the Newton Public Schools, the only Sussex County
school district experiencing growth over that time.

•

Median academic growth scores at Merriam and Halsted average in the 58th percentile in Language Arts and the
54th percentile in Mathematics, well above the state target of 35%.

•

Newton High School achieved its highest graduation (92%) and college attendance (90% of graduates) rates while
cutting its dropout rate in half (2.4%) in the state’s most recent School Performance Report.

•

Newton students passed at a higher rate on 15 of the 18 PARCC tests (9 grade levels each in ELA and Math) administered in 2016 than in 2015.

•

You can find the following information on our website—www.newtonnj.org
■■

SCHOOL CALENDARS — Choose Schools, then your school, then “Calendar & Events”

■■

DISTRICT CALENDAR — From Home Page, choose the “Calendar” icon at top of page

■■

SCHOOL MENUS — Choose Parents/Students, then Food Services, then choose “Menus” tab.

■■

COMMUNITY EVENTS /LINKS— From Home Page, choose Community, then “Events”, or choose “Links”
to take you to community organizations such as Affordable Health Care through Zufall Health Center,
Township Journal, Newton Medical Center, Project Self Sufficiency, Family Partners of Morris and Sussex
Counties. and others that may be of interest or assistance

■■

PARENT PORTAL — From Home Page, choose Parents and Students, then “Portal”

■■

BOARD MEETING AGENDAS AND MINUTES — Choose Board of Education, then choose Board of
Education Meetings/Agendas/Minutes. For archived minutes choose the “View” icon, then “View Archives”.
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