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Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
change lives by making known
God’s goodness with you.

THE MINISTRIES WE DON’T SEE

Throughout the world, we are
committed to education. We
take our stand with those
living in poverty, especially
women and children in the
most abandoned places. Cross
Currents is published two times
a year for friends of the Sisters
of Notre Dame de Namur by
the Ohio Province Development
Office.
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de Namur in positions of leadership, whether that be provincial
leadership, or as principals, or as spearheading various
ministries around the world. I would guess that many of you,
too, are accustomed to seeing Sisters in very visible roles — in
schools, in churches, in the community.
And Sisters certainly are leading the way, cutting new
paths, being heard. Sister Rose Ann Fleming, on the cover, is
definitely one of these. She’s been a teacher, a college president,
a nationally-known academic advisor, a lawyer.
But there is a whole other side of the Sisters’ work, work
that by its nature is not in public view, nor in the view of many
people at all. And by this, I mean the one-on-one labors of love.
The mentoring of students, the phone calls to people recovering
from human trafficking, the visits to small farms in the Amazon,
the rides given to the doctor, the calls and visits to shut-ins, the
cooking for people who are blind...and on and on.
And it’s not that some Sisters are in the public view, and some
not. It’s that each Sister maintains a ministry of both. Sister Rose
Ann is a good example. She’s won about every award in the book.
She has her own retired Xavier University jersey — Number 1 no
less — hanging in the university’s arena. She’s headed up a major
university herself, where the buck stopped with her.
But there is this other side, also. The one-on-one side. The
side that meets with athletes not sure of the path forward. There’s
the side that represents people who are poor in the courtroom,
many of them at rock-bottom, many of them jettisoned not only
from society but from their own families. There’s the side that

ON THE
SIDE OF
THE POOR

Sister Rose Ann Fleming is
dedicated to her legal work,
often working into the evening
preparing legal briefs or
visiting incarcerated clients.

after a long day of work, night after night, week after week, year
after year, visits an inmate no one else will visit.
This is the side of a Sister’s life we don’t often see.
Because even when we don’t see the Sisters,
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even when they aren’t in our immediate
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view, they are carrying on their ministries.
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One person at a time.
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KEVIN MANLEY
Director of Development

Sometimes what you know depends on the circles
you travel in.
If you’re in education, you know Sister Rose
Ann Fleming as the former president of Trinity
Washington University in the nation’s capital.
If you’re into sports, you know Sister Rose Ann
as the force of nature (a.k.a. former Academic
Advisor for Xavier Athletics) ensuring that each
Xavier athlete made every class, turned in every
assignment, and graduated. Which every one of
them, since 1986, has done.

If you’re a civic leader, you know her
as the recipient of awards such as
the Greatest Living Cincinnatian Award
presented by the local chamber
of commerce, or the Woman of
the Year Award presented by the
Cincinnati Enquirer.
But if you’re poor, and if you’re in
trouble, the name Rose Ann Fleming
has a whole different meaning.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

3

SISTERS OF NOTRE DAME DE NAMUR

CROSS CURRENTS

“The man had suffered intense
abuse from his father,” Sister
Rose Ann says. “Now he goes
into almost shock when he sees
anyone representing authority.
He’s thinking, ‘I know what they
do to black people. I’m in trouble
and I have to get out of here.’”

Because if you’re poor and in trouble,
the jailhouse door closing behind
you, it’s not the former college
president you call, or the former
Xavier academic advisor, or the
award winner. It’s Sister Rose Ann
Fleming, the lawyer.
Law came late in life to Sister Rose
Ann. Trinity Washington University
behind her, back in Cincinnati, she
was thinking of an MBA, then thought
of a law degree. So she got both, one
after the other. This was in the 1980s.

It’s as simple as that, Sister Rose
Ann tells the judge. There was
nothing he was trying to hide, no
other crime he had committed.
The judge and prosecutor
listen. They discuss the human
factors. The man is released.

And once armed with the law
degree, and as a Sister of Notre
Dame de Namur, it’s the poor
she’s decided to champion. Those
without connections, those
without education, and those
most everyone has turned from
— including those bearing the
scarlet letters of sex offenses.

It’s a day in the life of Sister Rose
Ann.
Some cases she accepts through
Legal Aid, which attests to people’s
ability to afford or not afford a
lawyer. But this is only for people
not already found guilty.

“You just represent the client, any
client, as best you can,” she says.
Sometimes it’s small things;
sometimes it’s big things.
Sometimes it’s small things
blown into large ones.
Case in point: a man rolls through a
stop sign, and a police officer sees
it. Nothing serious for most of us.
We apologize, accept the ticket, drive
on. But not this man. He throws open
the door, makes a run for it. The
police officer radios for help, and
begins pursuit. The man is caught,
arrested, thrown in jail. He has no
money for a lawyer. It’s an open
and shut case. Resisting arrest
at a minimum, with a suspicion
of things more nefarious.
A call is made to Sister Rose Ann.
She accepts the case on a pro bono
basis. She talks to the man’s wife.
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I tell him, ‘let 'em go.
Let the mistakes go.
Those mistakes are
in the past.
You have a life
in front of you.’”
— SISTER ROSE ANN

TOP:
After a full day at Xavier University, Sister Rose Ann
spends her free time researching case law.
BOTTOM:
Sister Rose Ann is a tireless advocate for those who are
unable to afford legal representation.

Sister Rose Ann represents
the guilty, too.

Another case in point: the convictedto-be is in third grade. For the third
time. His father calls, who doesn’t
have custody. At court-appointed
times the father picks up his son
from school. He observes his son
being left in limbo. He asks Sister
Rose Ann, as a lawyer, to
intervene. She does, and
the son receives attention,
and is advanced.
But later, in ninth grade, the
son drops out. He moves
from job to job, becomes
involved with drugs,
commits crimes. For some
of the crimes, he’s
represented by Sister Rose
Ann, for some he isn’t. But
he’s in and out of jail, in and
out of jobs, in and out of
treatment for addiction, in
and out of doctors’ offices for
schizophrenia and bipolar
disease. For a time, he’s homeless.
For a time, with the little money
he has, he buys drugs — and not
the kind a doctor would prescribe.
Sister Rose Ann stays with him.
The then-third-grader is now 32.
Sister Rose Ann visits him in jail
(where he is as of this writing),
represents him in court, talks with
his father. She’s in it for the long
haul and the father and son know it.
Sometimes, the father is at wits’
end. He’s worked hard all his life —
in the Army, for the Post Office, for
General Electric — and has made
for himself a comfortable life.
Comfortable except when it
comes to his son. Because with
his son, since middle school, it’s
been one thing after another. As
the non-custodial parent, he

could have early-on walked away,
not in terms of legally required
child support, but in terms of really
caring. But that’s never happened.
He's cared whether he wants to or
not. And each time his son is in
trouble, his father has reached down

ABOVE:
Sister Rose Ann leads the Xavier
University men's basketball
team in prayer after a home
game.

to pick him up. He even purchased a
franchise for his son in the hopes of
creating a positive framework of
daily activity, and a means through
which the son, on his own terms,
could live a constructive life.
But the franchise, through the son’s
lack of interest, came to naught.
Through all of it, Sister Rose Ann
has been present. She reminds the
father there have been times —
stretching into years — when the
son has been stable. She says to
the father that one day there
will be reason to be proud.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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And to the son, "I tell him, 'let ‘em go,'" says Sister
Rose Ann. "'Let the mistakes go. Those mistakes are
in the past. You have a life in front of you. ʼ”
And that’s a good first step, she says. But he has to
get out of jail first. Until then, Sister Rose Ann visits
him, talks with his father on the telephone.
“She knows a lot of people and she knows how to get
things done,” says the father. “She’s meant a lot to
me and [my son]. She’s an outstanding person, and
a very good lawyer!”

“If I can make things a little better for them," Sister
Rose Ann says, “that’s what an attorney does. You
can’t take the bad things away. But you can help
them get into a better situation.”
In court, Sister Rose Ann does not go by ‘Sister.’
She’s even been asked — by an opposing attorney —
to remove her cross. But at the jail, where visiting
times are limited, and those who can visit restricted,
Sister Rose Ann is allowed in at all hours. It’s not
that she’s an attorney; it’s that she’s a Sister.
Why, as the former president of a university, as
a former academic advisor, as the recipient of every
kind of award, does she still do this?
“It’s part of our mission, part of my mission ―
to serve the poor,” she says.
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LEFT:
Sister Rose Ann is committed to multiple jobs
including Special Assistant to the President at
Xavier University.
ABOVE:
Sister Rose Ann represents her client before
the Honorable Terry Nestor at the Hamilton
County Courthouse in Cincinnati, OH. (Face
blurred to protect client identity.)
RIGHT:
Earlier this year, Sister Rose Ann was one of four
individuals to receive the 2019 Greatest Living
Cincinnatian Award at the annual dinner of the
Cincinnati Regional Chamber of Commerce.
Accompanying her at this special event were
(left to right) Sisters Rita Sturwold, Mary Ann
Barnhorn, Provincial Carol Lichtenberg and
Leadership Team Member Kathleen Harmon.

If I can make things a little
better for them, that’s what an
attorney does. You can’t take
the bad things away. But you
can help them get into a
better situation.”
— SISTER ROSE ANN
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NEWSBRIEFS

TOP LEFT: Sister Jacinta with Sister Carol Wetli,
teacher to novices and postulants in Ilorin, Nigeria.

TWO
PROUD
GRADUATES

LEFT:
Congregational Leader Sister Teresita
Weind (center) participates in morning
prayer.

FINAL VOWS IN THE
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE
For the first time ever, the Final
Vow Program, which gathers
Sisters in preparation for final
vows for the International
Congregation of the Sisters of
Notre Dame de Namur, has been
held in the southern hemisphere,
specifically Kenya. Prior to this,
preparation for final vows has
been located in Namur, Belgium,
the Sisters’ birthplace.
In all, 13 Sisters who either are
making final vows or who just
recently did so, participated with
Sisters from around the world. The
program included a session led by
8

Congregational Leader Sister
Teresita Weind (who is a member
of the Ohio Province).
“This cross-cultural experience
deepens the awareness of our
new members that professing final
vows binds them in commitment
and identity far beyond their
individual provinces,” says Sister
Kathleen Harmon of the Ohio
Province Leadership Team. “They
become part of the international
community Julie envisioned.”

BOTTOM LEFT: Sister Cristina with Sister Camilla
Burns, Distinguished Professor of Religious
Studies at Trinity University.

Sister Jacinta Ojilimmobe,
a member of the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur Nigerian province
currently missioned to Cincinnati,
graduated in May from Xavier University
with a Bachelors of Liberal Arts. In August,
she will begin her studies for a Masters Degree
with a concentration in elementary administration and early
childhood education. On the same day, Sister Cristina Maribel
Garces received her Bachelors in Religious Studies from Trinity
Washington University in Washington, D.C. Family from both coasts
and from Mexico attended.

NOTRE DAME MISSION VOLUNTEERS
AWARDED AMERICORPS GRANT
ABOVE: Sister Sarah Cieplinski (left)
is accompanied by Congregational
Leadership Team Member Sister Liliane
Sweko.

ABOVE: (left to right) Sisters Lucy and
Josephine share prayer and friendship
with final vow program committee
member Sister Thérèse DelGenio.

A Notre Dame
AmeriCorps
volunteer
provides tutoring
assistance at
Education Matters,
an adult education
program in the
Lower Price Hill
neighborhood of
Cincinnati, OH.

Baltimore–based Notre Dame Mission Volunteers has been
awarded a $5,306,080 grant from the federal AmeriCorps
program in support of 520 Notre Dame AmeriCorps Volunteers
working at over 150 sites in 24 cities in the United States. The
Notre Dame Mission Volunteers program has been awarded
AmeriCorps grants since 1995, with volunteers working to
promote literacy and education. To date, over 5,000 volunteers
have served in the program, serving over 800,000 people.

Chaminade Julienne High School
President Dan Meixner presents the
2019 Distinguished Alumna Award to
Sister Rita Sturwold.

SISTER RITA
STURWOLD

HONORED BY CHAMINADE
JULIENNE HIGH SCHOOL

Sister Rita Sturwold, former U.S.
co-director for the Office of Notre
Dame Sponsored Ministries, has
been named a 2019 Distinguished
Alumna of Dayton, Ohio’s
Chaminade Julienne High School
for her professional achievements
and innovative accomplishments
as a Catholic educator. Sister
Rita graduated from the former
Julienne High School in 1960, and
has served as a teacher, school
and archdiocesan administrator,
director of Cincinnati’s Catholic
Inner-City Education Fund (CISE)
and as president of Mount
Notre Dame High School, also in
Cincinnati.
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WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER
SISTER LOUANNA ORTH

SNDdeN

Formerly John Martha • April 13, 1928 – April 13, 2019
Sister Louanna was an elementary and high school
teacher for 43 years. In 1970, she went to Notre Dame
High School for Girls in Chicago and taught American
History and Government for 23 years, 13 of those as
Department Chair. Sister Louanna truly loved teaching,
writing, “…I have a list of the names of all those loveable
and loving students… and I pray for them frequently.”
Her devotion to St. Julie inspired her to help lead
thirteen pilgrimages to ‘Julie Land.’ Sister Louanna
served as Archivist until her retirement, writing numerous papers on St. Julie
and the charism and history of the Congregation including Notre Dame in the
New World: A Vision Realized, In Her Own Words, and Lives of Our Foremothers.

SISTER ELAINE GENTILE

SNDdeN

Formerly Ellen John • July 18, 1931 – June 4, 2019
During her first 21 years of ministry, Sister Elaine
primarily taught first graders at parish schools in
New York, Maryland and Georgia. The relationships
she cultivated with parents, teachers and parishioners
prepared Sister Elaine for her next ministry as
Coordinator of Religious Education at St. Thomas
More Parish in Georgia.
There, she developed a wide spectrum of programs
and services for people of all ages and conditions — K-12, special education,
adult education, and field experience. Once more, Sister Elaine’s career
shifted as she served the next 36 years until retirement as pastoral
associate/chaplain at hospitals in Missouri, Pennsylvania and Maryland.

SISTER MARY BUCKLEY

Sister Mary taught various Math courses, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, General Sciences and Religion
for 43 years of which 31 were at her beloved Notre
Dame High School in Chicago. Her ability to
articulate complex concepts in ways high school
girls could easily understand, her creativity and her
ease with so many different subjects made high
schools the natural place for Sister Mary to serve.
Sister Mary also taught at an educational program
maintained by the Cook County Jail and in the ESL Adult Education program
at a local college. She was the epitome of a “life-long learner” as she attended
workshops and summer courses including a two-week space program. Sister Mary
was fun loving, and her sense of humor balanced her apparent seriousness.

SNDdeN

Formerly Carmen Therese
October 27, 1931 – July 21, 2019
Sister Mary
enjoyed teaching.
In her career,
she taught every
elementary grade
between 2 and
8, and served as
principal. While
studying in Rome,
Sister Mary had
the privilege of
attending the
canonization of St. Julie Billiart in 1969.
She also learned of the Sisters’ new
mission in Kenya and went there to
teach at a secondary school for girls in
Maragoli. Sister Mary valued her Kenyan
experience and prayed for the Sisters’
work there for the rest of her life.
After training in spiritual direction,
she became novice director then
spiritual and retreat director. Sister
Mary was known for the 150+ prayer
shawls she knitted, her welcoming smile
and listening presence.

WE ARE MINDFUL
SNDdeN

Formerly Mary Ellen • August 15, 1925 – July 18, 2019

10

SISTER
MARY MILANO

THAT WE STAND
ON THE SHOULDERS
OF THOSE WHO
HAVE COME
BEFORE US.
TO READ A
MORE DETAILED
OBITUARY OR TO
LEAVE A COMMENT,
VISIT 'ABOUT US'

“If you can lie down at night,
knowing in your heart that you made
someone’s day just a little bit better,
you know you had a good day.”
This quote, recently featured on the Facebook page of Emmaus House of Saginaw,
Michigan, co-founded by Sister Marietta Fritz (now retired), could easily apply to the
late Bill Schaefer. “For eight years, Bill volunteered as a handyman for our 14 houses
that provide shelter to women coming out of jail, prison and rehab centers,” Sister
Marietta said. “He was an angel in disguise.”
Mr. Bill, as he was known to the Emmaus House residents, was a retired engineer
from Dow Chemical Company. He was already a long-time volunteer for Habitat for
Humanity when he started helping at Emmaus
House. “Bill could fix anything! From repairing
washers and dryers to plumbing and electrical
projects, Bill put in many hours of hands-on
work at our facilities. We were amazed by his
skills,” said Sister Marietta.
Beyond his handyman capabilities, Bill was
also a positive influence on the women of
Emmaus House. “With his work ethic, kind
nature and generous spirit of service,” added
Sister Marietta, “Bill was a wonderful role model of what a good man should be.” Such
a good man, in fact, that he was voted Saginawian of the Year in 2012.
In addition to his volunteer work at Emmaus House, Bill was also a faithful financial
donor to the organization, making monthly gifts up until his passing in 2018. Sister
Marietta soon discovered that Bill, through his thoughtful estate planning, had also
left a generous gift in his will to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.
“It’s not surprising that Bill would want his support of Emmaus House to continue
beyond his lifetime,” explained Sister Marietta. “He loved the Sisters of Notre Dame de
Namur and our ministries such as Emmaus House. He felt these ministries were the
vehicle that allowed him to help others.”
We are deeply grateful for Bill Schaefer, his life of service and his
generous legacy gift to the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur. As
the quote above says, he did indeed use his days to make many
lives just a bit better.

ONLINE AT:
SNDOHIO.ORG

KAREN HADDEN
Associate Director of Development
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PRAYER COMMUNITY
COMMUNITYCARDS
CARDS
Our Notre Dame Prayer Community is a way
for our friends to formally bring their loved
ones into our circle of prayer. The names of
all who are enrolled in the Prayer Community
are listed in a special book outside of our
chapel at Mount Notre Dame. Each week we
remember the members of our Notre Dame
Prayer Community at Mass in St. Julie Chapel.
We invite you to use these cards whenever

FOLLOW
USON
ONSOCIAL
SOCIALMEDIA
MEDIA+ THE
+ THE
WEB
FOLLOW US
WEB

you wish to enroll someone in our Prayer
Community. You can order the cards at:
www.sndohio.org/spirituality/Prayer-Cards.

SCAN THE
QR
YOUR
QR CODE
CODE WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE
VIEW
SMARTPHONE TO VIEW
THE CARDS

www.facebook.com/SistersOfNotreDamedeNamurOhio

www.youtube.com/channel/UCIR4latCtInQmn0JCMSfr7Q

twitter.com/SNDdeNOhio

www.sndohio.org
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CALENDAR
CALENDAR
Saturday, September 14
7
Mornings of Spirituality
Cincinnati, OH • MND Spirituality Center
Presenter — Sister Jo Ann Recker, SNDdeN
Saturday, September 28
Saturday,
September
28
Live the Good
Volunteers
Live
the Good
Volunteers
Chicago,
IL • Our
Lady of the Angels
Chicago, IL • Our Lady of the Angels
Friday, October 11 – Sunday, October 13
Friday,
11 – Sunday, October 13
Live theOctober
Good Volunteers
Live
theWV
Good
Volunteers
Kermit,
• Big
Laurel Learning Center
Kermit, WV • Big Laurel Learning Center

Saturday, October 26
Mornings of Spirituality
Cincinnati, OH • MND Spirituality Center
Presenter — Sister Carol Jean Willie, SC
Saturday, November 2
Mornings of Spirituality
Cincinnati, OH • MND Spirituality Center
Wednesday, November 6
Mass of Remembrance
Cincinnati, OH • St. Julie Chapel

Wednesday, December 4
Taizé Prayer — Advent Service
Cincinnati, OH • St. Julie Chapel
Saturday, January 11, 2020
Mornings of Spirituality
Cincinnati, OH • MND Spirituality Center
VISIT OUR
OUR WEBSITE
WEBSITE
FOR MORE
MOREDETAILS
DETAILSAND
AND
TO REGISTER.
REGISTER.

