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15th Anniversary Prayer Service 
Leader’s Guide 

 
Hymn: Canticle of the Sun (Or other appropriate song of your choice.) 
 
Welcome:  
Leader: Welcome to this gathering. In our time together, we will pray for our earth and all the 
creatures that inhabit it. We will remember the work of Sister Dorothy Stang who treasured the 
earth and knew that caring for this great gift of God was a primary responsibility of humankind. We 
will commit ourselves to continuing Sr. Dorothy’s work for the earth and those made poor.  
 
Opening Prayer: (Stand) 
Leader: All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we 
may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no 
one. We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 
Scripture Reading: (Sit)  
Deuteronomy 28:1-6  

Now, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD, your God, carefully observing all his 
commandments which I give you today, the LORD, your God, will set you high above all 
the nations of the earth. All these blessings will come upon you and overwhelm you 
when you obey the voice of the LORD, your God: 
May you be blessed in the city, 
and blessed in the country! 
Blessed be the fruit of your womb, 
the produce of your soil and the offspring of your livestock, 
the issue of your herds and the young of your flocks! 
Blessed be your grain basket and your kneading bowl! 
May you be blessed in your coming in, 
and blessed in your going out! 
The Word of the Lord   Thanks be to God 
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Reflection: Beatitudes interspersed with the words of Dorothy Stang 
This is a two-person reading of the Beatitudes interspersed with the words of Dorothy Stang gleaned from her 
letters.  
 
Prayers of Petition (Stand) 
Leader: In light of the Holy Father’s encyclical, Laudato Si, and in light of the legacy of Sister Dorothy 
Stang, let us offer these petitions to our Creator God.  
 
Reader: 

Grant that we may grow in our respect and care for all creation.   
We pray …                                                 …. Lord hear our prayer  
 
Bless all of your creations as a sign of Your wondrous love. 
We pray …                                                 …. Lord hear our prayer 
 
Inspire us to end the suffering of those made poor.  
We pray …                                                 …. Lord hear our prayer  
 
Soften our hearts. Teach us to take personal steps to change the ways we affect your 
creation.  
We pray …                                                 …. Lord hear our prayer  
 
Empower us to use our technological inventiveness to heal creation and to sustain nature.  
We pray …                                                 …. Lord hear our prayer 

 
Closing Prayer:  
Leader: Creator God, grant us the wisdom to see the potential of our planet. Give us the desire for 
healing and wholeness. Inspire us to stand with your people who suffer. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
 
Pledge of Commitment 
To create a feeling of ritual… with each set of statements, a candle or some item of significance representing care 
for creation could be brought forward and placed on a center table.  
 
To Protect and Heal God's Creation (This Pledge of Commitment — read in unison) 
Leader: At this time, we invite everyone present to take a pledge to renew our commitment to God, 
to the earth, and to each other.  
 

We renew our covenant with God and with one another in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 
We commit ourselves to protect God's creation. 
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We commit ourselves to heal injustice and poverty. 
 
We commit ourselves to stand together against all threats to life. 
 
We commit ourselves to discovering new beauty every day in God's creation: the sunrise and 
sunset, birds, flowers and trees, rainbows in the sky, the stars, the many forms of life in the 
forest. 
 
We commit ourselves to listening to the "music of the universe"- water flowing over rocks, 
the wind, trees bending in the wind, raindrops pattering the roof. 
 
We commit ourselves to remembering always that God speaks to us through the beauty of 
creation and to reverence all that God has created. 

 
Final Blessing:  
May the good God, who gave us the gifts of creation, bless us in the name of the Father, and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  
 
Dismissal: 
Go forth, and care for all of God’s good gifts.  
 
Closing Song:  
Let This Be the Time by Lori True 
(Or other appropriate song of your choice.) 
 


