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Albion Central School District Receives
$25,000 Grant To Support New Land Lab
District named winner in America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education℠

Members of Albion Central School FFA stand at the site of the new Land Lab.

The Albion Central School Land Lab is breaking ground. Thanks to the support of
local farmers and America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education℠, Albion Central School District
will receive a grant to develop a land lab that will be used in agriculture, science and math
classes. The School District was presented with the $25,000 grant during a presentation at the
new land lab on Sept. 27, 2012. Attending the ceremony were local dignitaries; Sen. George
Maziarz, Mariana Pugliese - representing Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and, Jeremy Bennett - for Rep.
Kathy Hochul, Richard DeCarlo Jr. – for Assemblyman Hawley, Gary Kludt – President of the
Orleans County Farm Bureau and William Eick representing the Orleans County Legislature.
America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education℠, sponsored by the Monsanto Fund,
gives farmers the opportunity to nominate a public school district in their community to
compete for a grant of either $10,000 or $25,000 to enhance education in the areas of
math and/or science. More than 1,000 nominated school districts submitted applications.
The Monsanto Fund will invest $2.3 million into rural education through this program.
“Agriculture Science has always been an important part of Albion Central
School. Our FFA is the oldest continuously operating chapter in New York
State and this grant will assist us in our efforts to create real life agricultural
and science opportunities for our students with a working micro-farm adjoining
our PreK-12 campus,” said school Superintendent Michael Bonnewell.
After being nominated by local farmers, school districts completed an online application,
and finalists were chosen by math and science teachers from ineligible school districts. The
America’s Farmers Grow Rural Education Advisory Council, a group of 26 prominent farmers
from across the country, then reviewed the finalists’ applications and selected the winners.
The list of nominating farmers included Alan, Matt and Phillip Panek; Eric,
Robert II and Robert Brown III, Andrew; Gary, Harold, Matt, Mike and Rudy Kludt
and Ryan Klotzbach. Phil Panek said, “This grant means further education of
modern agriculture. Agriculture is the largest industry in the country, and all the
local farms should be proud to have this money and education so close to home.”
A.C.S. Superintendent Bonnewell said, “We are so grateful to these local farmers for
their support and nomination. As school budgets continue to present challenges, all schools
will have to seek creative ways to provide outstanding educational opportunities for our
students. This grant is certainly a good example of those kinds of opportunities. The support
of the Albion community for our school district has always been strong and is the foundation
for our pursuit of educational excellence. We look forward to their support in the future.”
FFA Advisor Adam Krenning said, “This land lab will allow students to gain
real life experience experimenting with different methods of agriculture
to determine which are the best methods and practices. We cannot express
how grateful we are to be able to provide our students with this interdisciplinary
curriculum, combining math and science with practical agricultural applications.”
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Two Albion High School Students
Earn Top Recognition

Mrs. Stauss, the principal of Albion High School, announced that Michael Patterson and
Kirsten Liddle have been named Commended Students in the 2013 National Merit Scholarship
Program. A Letter of Commendation from National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC),
which conducts the program, was presented by the principal to these scholastically talented
seniors. Both Michael and Kirsten are active members of the National Honor Society.
About 34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation are recognized for their
exceptional academic promise. Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 of more
than 1.5 million students who entered the 2013 competition by taking the 2011 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) last fall.
“Recognition of academically talented students and the key role played by schools
in their development is essential to the pursuit of educational excellence in our nation,”
commented a spokesperson for NMSC. “The young people named Commended Students
have demonstrated outstanding academic potential by their strong performance in this
highly competitive program. We hope that this recognition will enhance their educational
opportunities and that they will continue to diligently pursue their professional goals.”
Albion Schools Superintendent Michael Bonnewell commented on the award, saying,
“This is a significant accomplishment for both Michael and Kirsten, one that very few
students achieve. They have both demonstrated strong academic promise in an extremely
competitive venue. They are certainly very deserving of this recognition and we are very
proud of them. The future holds great promise for both Michael and Kirsten!”
In recent years, Albion Central School has seen two other A.H.S. graduates: Tara
Garcia-Mathewson (2006) and Brendan Doherty (2009) named Commended Students in
the National Merit Scholarship Program.

Emergency School Closings
In the event school must be closed due to weather or emergency conditions,
announcements will be sent to the following stations prior to 7 a.m. unless there are
extenuating circumstances:
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A Message from our
Superintendent…
Seasons’ Greetings! December fnds the students of
Albion Central in the swing of the holiday season, wrapping
up the fall drama season, and opening the winter sports
season. Our students are busy participating in service
activities for others, rehearsing for concerts, striking sets,
and preparing for swimming, basketball, cheerleading,
and wrestling season. All of these activities take place at
the same time that they are facing the new state mandated
Common Core Learning Standards.
In a recent Pennysaver article I wrote about the move to the Common Core Standards.
In short, the Common Core Standards are known for their increased rigor and for six shifts
in instruction in both Mathematics and English Language Arts/Literacy. It is likely that you
and your children have noticed the increased expectations the new standards bring. New
assessments (tests) to begin this year will further demonstrate these higher expectations.
Our students continue the Albion commitment to Service Learning. FFA students are
in the midst of their toy and food drives where they hope to top the 9,000-pound mark with
their food collection this year. The Middle School Service Learning class plans to return
to Community Action to lend their hands to support the agency’s efforts to prepare food
donations for those in need. The National Honor Society will “ring the bells” for the Salvation
Army’s Red Kettle Campaign and asks you to support their efforts with your donation where
you see them. Our staff members continue to be role models for our students, adopting
families for Christmas and providing donations for those in our community who are in
need.
Congratulations to our high school and middle school drama departments! The high
school group performed the a cappella musical “Shout!” in early November. Our performers
had the unusual opportunity to meet the show’s writer as she came from Canada for the
Sat. evening performance. By all accounts, she was most pleased (as were the rest of the
audiences) with the work of our students. The middle school group performed “Disney’s
The Little Mermaid” to excited audiences last weekend – transforming the auditorium into
the underwater world made popular by the Disney franchise and brilliantly brought to life by
our students.
If you attended either of these events or the high school talent show this past week, you
know that we are in for several fantastic performances at this year’s holiday concerts. (If you
missed these productions, make certain to check out our students’ talents – and share some
holiday cheer – at the pending concerts.) The concerts are scheduled in the Middle School
Auditorium:
Tue., Dec. 11, 7 p.m. Middle School Program
Thu., Dec. 13, 7 p.m. Elementary School Chorus (grades 3-5) & Band (grade 5)
Tue., Dec. 18, 7 p.m. High School Chorus Concert
Thu., Dec. 20, 7 p.m. High School Band Concert
You should also mark your calendars for the upcoming winter sports contests. Our
student athletes are excited about the upcoming season – and ready to compete. A full
schedule of athletic and other school events can be found in the district calendar and on our
website at: http://www.albionk12.org/DO/Calendar/CalendarHome.html. I encourage you to
visit the site and fnd a date (or better yet, many dates) when you can come out to support
our Purple Eagle Athletes!
On behalf of the entire Albion Central Community, I wish you and your family a pleasant
and safe holiday season!

Albion Senior Receives D.A.R.
Good Citizen Award

Area All-State Music

It was recently announced that six Albion High School students have been selected
to participate in the 2012 NYSSMA Zone 2 Area All-State Music Festival that was held at
Fairport High School on Nov. 16 & 17. The Area All-State music ensembles are comprised
of the very best high school vocalists and musicians in this region of the state. Zone 2
covers eight counties including Monroe, Orleans, Ontario, Livingston, Genesee, Seneca,
Wayne and Wyoming. Students are selected by audition and are competing for a very
limited number of spots against hundreds of other students.
Our 2012 Area All-State Music Festival representatives are (l-r) Gretta Smith
(chorus), William Grimble (chorus), Lydia Erakare (chorus), Mary Elizabeth Martin
(chorus), Michael Patterson (band) and Kendra Morrison (chorus). Mary Elizabeth and
Michael also received the honor of representing Albion in the Conference All-State Music
Festival.

Making Strides

Members of the Albion Teachers Association, family and friends gathered on Oct. 14
at Watt Farms to participate in the Making Strides against Breast Cancer walk. The annual
walk is sponsored by the American Cancer Society.
An Albion Teachers Association spokesperson said, “Almost everyone has been
touched by breast cancer in some way, so we’ve decided to make a difference by walking
and raising money in our local American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer event. Today one of every two women newly diagnosed with breast cancer reaches
out to the American Cancer Society for help and support. The donations our team raises
will enable investment in groundbreaking breast cancer research, free information and
services for women diagnosed with the disease, and access to mammograms for women
who need them. Our donations will help more than 2.5 million breast cancer survivors
celebrate another birthday this year!”
This year the A.T.A. raised a total of $4,585 in donations for the American Cancer
Society. Albion eighth-grade student Emily Blanchard raised the single most donations
for the walk, totaling $2,585. This walk has become a very special annual event for Emily
who lost her grandmother to breast cancer in 2004. She has walked in this event at Watts
for the last 6 years and has raised a grand total of $13,715 in donations in honor of her
grandmother. Great job, Emily!

Albion Middle School Students
Pitch In To Help Others

Albion D.A.R. Good Citizen Award winner, Joyce La Londe

The 2012 Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Good Citizen Award winner
is Joyce La Londe. Three other Albion High School senior students were nominated for
the award by faculty members. They were Ali O’Hearn, Allen Sanford and Abby Thaine.
The winner is then chosen from the nominees by the senior class. The D.A.R. Good
Citizen Award goes to a student who displays the following characteristics; Dependability
(including truthfulness, loyalty and punctuality), Service (including personality, selfcontrol, community/nation), and Patriotism (including unselfish interest in family, school
and community/nation). The award winner is then eligible to participate in a D.A.R.
sponsored national scholarship competition.

The LINK

Albion Middle School seventh-graders Bryan Vanwycke, Samantha Hollenbeck, and
Hayden Pecoraro display samples from the over 40 bags of clothes collected by students
in Mr. Archer’s service-learning classes. Some of the clothes will be sent to a remote
mountain village in Nicaragua. The remainder will be donated to Orleans Community
Action to benefit local families. The project is meant to help students appreciate the many
blessings they enjoy as citizens of the United States and to be good stewards of what they
have.
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Albion Interact Group
Visits The Villages of Orleans
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❄❅❆❇❈❄❅❆❇❈
UPCOMING HOLIDAY EVENTS
The arts department is offering a selection of musical concerts at venues on the school
campus and in the community during the upcoming holiday season.

Albion High School Rotary Interact member Steven Stauss joins The Villages resident
Edith Forder for a game of Bingo during a recent visit to the Orleans County extendedcare facility. Interact members perform local, regional and international service projects
throughout the year. They strive to uphold Rotary’s motto of “Service Above Self.”

Fire Prevention Week At
Albion Elementary School

❅ Tue., Dec 11:

Middle School Holiday Concert
7 p.m. MS Auditorium.

❅ Thu., Dec 13:

Elementary School Holiday Concert
Chorus Grades 3 - 5 • Band - Grade 5
7 p.m. MS Auditorium.

❅ Sat., Dec 15:

Breakfast with Santa
($5 per child • $12 per family)
High School Student Council
8 - 11 a.m. HS Cafeteria.

❅ Tue., Dec 18:

High School Chorus Holiday Concert
7 p.m. MS Auditorium.

❅ Thu., Dec 20:

High School Bands Holiday Concert
7 p.m. MS Auditorium.

❅ Fri., Dec. 21:

High School Music Department
Annual Community Caroling Day
8:30 a.m.

❄❅❆❇❈❄❅❆❇❈
SAVE THE DATE!
Jan. 25, 2013 • 7 p.m.
Volunteer firefighters from the Albion Fire Department visited Ronald Sodoma
Elementary School to educate students on Fire Safety. They came dressed in full gear
to reassure the students that despite their scary appearance, they were there to help
people and that there was nothing to be frightened of. During the assembly, students
were reminded to check their smoke alarms and taught safety tips such as the stop, drop
and roll technique. Firemen encouraged students to talk to their families and designate
a meeting spot in the event of a fire and practice escape routes. The children were
mesmerized by the equipment, but the real focus was to familiarize them and to calm any
fear that the children had so that in the event of an emergency, the students recognized
them as rescuers that came to help them. The firemen promised to return in the spring
and bring their trucks with them for the students to see!

Albion Music Department Faculty Recital
Middle School Auditorium

Audiences “SHOUT” for
Albion High School Production

Conference All-State Honors

Moody Ariane (Cheyenna Eagle) writes to her sister Essa (Charlyne Olick)

The A.H.S. Music Department recently announced that two students had been
selected to represent Albion in the 2012 NYSSMA Conference All-State Music Festival that
was held in Rochester New York on Nov. 29 through Dec. 2. Mary Elizabeth Martin was
selected as a member of the Conference All-State Women’s Chorus. Instrumental student,
Michael Patterson (Alto Saxophone) earned a spot as an alternate for the Conference AllState Wind Ensemble.
Albion Music Instructor Mike Thaine said, “These ensembles represent the very
best musicians in the entire state. The competition for membership is very tough.
Hopeful students spend months preparing a collegiate-/professional-level solo with
piano accompaniment, which they perform for a state adjudicator at the audition site.
They also must perform memorized scale exercises, and a sight reading. During the
sight reading portion, students are given a piece of music that they’ve never seen before
(composed specifically for the auditions) and are allowed just 60 seconds to look it over
before performing it. Both Michael and Mary Elizabeth scored perfect 100’s on their
auditions.”

The LINK

The Albion High School production of the a cappella musical “Shout” brought
new challenges to the cast, and audiences to their feet during their three shows in early
November. The show is a fairly new musical that follows four different teenagers in four
different situations simultaneously. The high school cast could definitely relate to the
storyline, so getting in character was easy, the real challenge was that no band or music
was needed for this production. Background music was supplied by a seven-student
vocal orchestra comprised of Madeline Fournier, William Grimble, Elijah Martin, Mary
Elizabeth Martin, Kendra Morrison, Maria Ostafew and Jenna Riegle. Production Director
Gary Simboli was able to choose this difficult production because of the large amount of
talented students in this production. He said, “This production features themes that the
students know well and can relate to. The music was fresh and relative to them. They
rose to each challenge and surpassed my expectations!”
The 22-member cast was in for a real treat after their closing performance when
“Shout” playwright Lindsay Price came backstage to talk to them! Cast members
included: Cheyenna Eagle, Lydia Erakare, Alyssa Lawrence, Martha Smith, Kyle Thaine,
Charlyne Olick, Bethany Bowman, Sarah Graham, Faith Bentley, Michael Karcz, Joshua
Raymond, Ryan Haight, Benjamin Kirby, David Stilwell and Zach Shaffer.
Crew included: Benjamin Miller, Nicholas Tolle, Jayne Bannister, Laura Flanagan,
Amber Smartpat, Carol Pritchard, Kyle Worgo, Alex DeSmit, Jordan Grimble, Ben
Vanacore, Mitch DeSmit, Joshua Howes, Alissa Francis, Brittany Francis, Dylan Hellems,
Cassandra Hoy, Samantha Johnson, Katie Perry and Emily Shabazz.
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Red Cross Blood Drive

An Experience To Really “SHOUT” About
By: Lydia Erakare

L-R: Albion High School Nurse Mrs. Swiercznski and student Dakota Henson.

The American Red Cross visited Albion High School on Oct. 18, 2012, to recruit
students and faculty to donate the gift of life. The blood drive at Albion was attended by
44 blood donors and 36 units of whole blood were collected. This was just shy of the
42-unit goal that the Red Cross had set. The blood donation has the potential to save the
lives of up to 108 people, since one unit of blood can help as many as three patients.
American Red Cross spokesperson Nick Woodford said, “Every two seconds,
someone in the United States needs blood. However, only five percent of the eligible
population actually donates blood. Blood donations must be collected every day in order
to meet hospital demand. Blood drives at Albion High School help maintain an adequate
community blood supply for those in need!”

Ghost Walk

This fall I had the privilege of working on the high school fall musical “SHOUT!”
This musical was different than any other musical our high school has ever done, it was
a cappella! Preparing for this show was a challenge because of its simple set and intense
harmonies. Albion High School is blessed with many talented actors/actresses, singers,
and hardworking crew members. Every show that I have been a part of has left everlasting
memories and friendships. This show is one that I will remember for its challenges and
our ability to overcome them and produce an incredible and educational production.
“SHOUT!” is all about teenagers today. This really hit home with the members of our
cast and other students in the community. I hope that everyone that came to see our show
walked away with the same lessons that I walked away with and have a different perspective
on the issues in teenagers’ lives today. Another special component of this show was that,
Lindsay Price, the author of “SHOUT!” came to see our show! It was absolutely incredible!
Knowing that she was out there in the audience gave us such courage. We were honored to
have her there. It is very rare that this happens to high schools and we were lucky enough
to have this privilege. After the show we had a meet and greet with her where she gave us
feedback and opened it up for questions from us. It was just like a professional show! I
couldn’t believe that she was standing right in front of us. It was a truly magical moment.
After the meet and greet we took pictures with her and she autographed our scripts and
posters. It was a wonderful experience and we were so lucky to have had this opportunity.
The cast of “SHOUT!” will always remember this show and our experience with Lindsay
Price. I know that I will!

Class Of 2013 Gathers For First Official Event

High School student Kendra Morrison portrays Mary Gibbs Cliff, wife of Amos Cliff.

Sept. 9, 2012, students from Albion High School donned capes and costumes for
the third annual Mt. Albion Cemetery Ghost Walk. A total of 83 students and three adult
chaperones assisted in the Ghost Walk, raising approximately $1,500 for the roofing of
the Mt. Albion gazebo. Student involvement took many forms: ghosts who performed
monologues about the lives of significant people in our community’s history, tour guides
who were responsible for directing participants around the cemetery and providing
historical information about Mt. Albion, “techies” who ensured that the equipment
used functioned properly and musicians, comprised of both live vocal performers and
instrumentalists. Weather permitting, the Ghost Walk will return fall of 2013.

Pop Tabs Needed

Student Council member, Jenny Lee Ettinger
packs donated .aluminum tabs.

The LINK

The Albion High School Student
Council collected aluminum pop tabs
to donate to the Ronald McDonald
House in Rochester. The student
group went to the Ronald McDonald
House on Dec. 8, to serve breakfast
to families that are staying there. The
house provides an invaluable service
to families of seriously ill pediatric
patients at Strong Memorial Hospital
by providing meals, emotional
support and shelter. Many families
in our area have benefited from this
blessing. If you are interested in
donating aluminum tabs to the Ronald
McDonald House, you may drop off the
tabs at the Albion High School office
to the attention of Student Council
advisor, Emily Wemmer.

Senior Class Officers L-R: Joyce La Londe, Brooke Bensley, Jenny McKenna and Faith Bentley.

The senior class gathered for the annual Senior Tea during mid November. This was
the first official event of the year and is a tradition that marks the beginning of the last
year of high school for Albion students. The event was filled with individual musical and
vocal selections performed by seniors. The senior band played “Fantasy on an American
Classic: Shenandoah” and the senior chorus chose “I Am But A Small Voice.” Many of
these students have been working and practicing together for their entire high school
career. The performances are always outstanding!
Senior artists put on an art show highlighting many different techniques and
showcasing the multiple talents of the class. During this art show, the Board of Education
selects pieces of artwork to purchase and put on display at the District Office. This year
the work of Taylor Soule and Julia Lawrence was purchased by the Board. Class officers
Joyce La Londe - President, Brooke Bensley – Vice President, Jenny McKenna – Secretary
and Faith Bentley – Treasurer acted as hosts to the seniors and their families. The
event was originally created to teach outgoing seniors’ etiquette and manners in social
situations and has evolved into a tradition that continues to connect graduating classes to
one another.

2013 Adult Continuing Education Offerings
Mon., Jan. 7 - Fri., June 14, 2013
• Aerobics & Toning
• 5-hour Pre-licensing Course
• Babysitter’s Training Course

• Adult Community Basketball
• NYS Point & Reduction Insurance Course
• Stamp-a-Stack Card & Craft Classes

For an updated list of course offerings, please refer to our website at www.albionk12.
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The Best of Me is Drug-Free

M.S. Physical Education Teacher, Ms. Wood accepts red ribbons from Kaitlyn Vanskiver,
Kaitlyn Zwifka, and Analys Torres.

A week-long celebration of Red Ribbon week was planned in each of the buildings
in the Albion Central School by the Health Education teachers in the district. Red
Ribbon Week (Oct. 22 - 26) is celebrated each year in honor of U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) officer Enrique Camarena. Camarena was killed in the line of duty
battling illegal drugs. People wear red as a symbol of Camarena’s belief that one person
can make a difference and pledge to be drug-free.
Albion Central School celebrated Red Ribbon Week by showing support for a drugfree lifestyle and encouraging students to make a commitment to steer clear of drugs.
Each student received three Role Model Ribbons during homeroom. They were asked
to choose three special people (in school or outside of school) in their lives who are a
positive influence and have inspired them to stay drug-free. After choosing their special
people, they were instructed to deliver the ribbon to them and ask them to wear it. By
the afternoon, the hallways were filled with inspirational teachers proudly wearing their
Role Model Ribbons! Elementary Health Teacher Toni Plummer said, “Studies show that
students who have positive influences and feel they have a strong support system have less
rates of drug use. Red Ribbon Week is just one way we can support our students and
encourage healthy lifestyles.”
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Albion Class Of 2025 Arrives On Campus

Albion Central School Superintendent Michael Bonnewell welcomed the Class of
2025 on Wed., Sept. 5. He said, “This is the day we have been preparing for all summer
long! It’s great to see the campus come alive when the students return each September
eager to start the year, rested and ready to learn.”
The students spent the first day of school meeting their classmates, teachers and bus
drivers. The morning began smoothly with the busses pulling in on schedule and the
excitement rose as the students entered the building. Around 9:10 a.m. the halls quieted
down, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited and the students began the first day of their
new year.

FFA Participates in the Parade of Lights

Empty Bowls!
A.C.S. Service Learning Project
Benefiting Community Action invites you to make a bowl during.

Community Bowl-a-thon
Feb. 9, 2013 • 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Please call 589-2056 to reserve a time!

The Empire State Games
for the Physically Challenged

Members of the Albion High School FFA participated in the fourth annual Parade
of Lights on Sat., Nov. 24. The students devoted hours into creating their float and were
excited to squeeze this activity in an already jam-packed holiday season. Besides creating
their float, FFA members have been busy organizing their annual food drive to benefit
Community Action. Already this drive has yielded 9,000 pounds of produce pledges from
area farmers, only 1,000 pounds shy of their 10,000-pound goal! The FFA students are
also organizing a toy drive during this holiday season to spread a little holiday cheer this
season!

Local Albion Companies Provide
Back-to-School Relief

The Albion athletes await the awards presentation!

The Empire State Games for the Physically Challenged awards ceremony was held
on Nov. 16, 2012, at the Albion Elementary School Gymnasium. This year there were 14
student athletes who participated in the games, and they brought home a total of over
70 medals. Thirty-eight gold medals, eight silver medals and 18 bronze medals. Events
included Long Jump, Shot Put, Club Throw, Distance Kick, Soft Discus and the 40/60/100
Meter Race. The high school cheerleaders were on hand to greet the student athletes as
they entered the gym. The Elementary School Chorus sang the National Anthem. The
student athletes who participated in the competition were: Morgan Brower (4 medals),
Hayden Button (6 medals), Ryan Castrechino (6), Dejeanna Conner (5 medals), Brook
Drake (6 medals), Ethan Ferchen (4 medals), Rebecca Fugate (5 medals), Jackie
Hastings (4 medals), Miranda King (6 medals), Dakota Monno (6 medals), Misty Dawn
Mullins (6 medals), Dakota Quarles (5 medals), Emily Richardson (4 medals), and
Nathanael Sugar (5 medals). Athlete Nathanael Sugar set a new Games record in his long
jump by breaking the previous Borckport and Games record. Congratulations to all of
our athletes!

The LINK

Casey Busenbark, from Daniels of Albion, delivers donated school supplies
to Elementary School Principal, Mr. Wood

Back-to-school shopping can be an overwhelming expense for families each year.
This year, local companies pitched in to help A.C.S. students out! J.P. Morgan Chase Bank
and Daniels of Albion, both located in Albion, each held a school supply drive and the
Dollar General store hosted a donation box in the store. The results were delivered to the
Albion elementary and middle school, the day before classes began. J.P. Morgan Chase
Bank employees delivered over 30 backpacks filled with notebook paper, pens, pencils,
scissors, crayons and notebooks. The employees of Daniels of Albion brought boxes and
boxes of necessary school supplies, and Dollar General delivered donated supplies to be
distributed to students in need.
Thank you to all of the people who donated supplies and to Chase, Daniels and
Dollar General for their generosity!
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SPOTLIGHT ON SPORTS
2012 Fall Summaries

Varsity Boys’ Soccer – Coach Martillotta
This year, the varsity boys’ soccer team ended with a 9-2-1 league record and 11-43 overall record. Making up the majority of the team were 13 seniors: Deni Beterbiyev,
Greg Blank, Trevor Hadick, Jackson Hamilton, Tyler Lombard, Tyler Philip, Jon Poole,
Humza Quinn, Alan Quintana, Chris Reed, Sam Remley, Allen Sanford and Chandler
Thigpen. Jackson Hamilton and Trevor Hadick received 1st Team All-League honors;
Sam Remley and Jon Poole received 2nd Team All-League honors; Chris Reed, Deni
Beterbiyev and Marcos Sanchez each received Honorable Mention. Coach Martillotta
said, “With 13 seniors graduating, it will be tough to replace them on the team. There
are several quality players moving on and we will miss them.”
JV Boys’ Soccer – Coach Radder
The JV boys’ soccer team ended with a league record of 3-8-1 and an overall record
of 3-11-1. Key players were Lennon Groth, Kyler McQuillan and Morgan Seielstad.
Coach Jeff Radder said, “Being new to coaching the soccer program, I could not have
asked for a better group of players. They epitomized the meaning of team both on and
off the field. It was a privilege to coach these young men; their parents have done an
outstanding job.”
Varsity Girls’ Soccer - Coach Blanchard
The varsity girls’ soccer team ended its season with a 8-5-1 league record and an
overall record of 9-7-2. Four members of the team were selected for All-League Honors.
Joyce La Londe was selected as 1st Team All–League Midfielder, Sarah Papponetti - 1st
Team All-League Defender, and 1st Team All-League honors for forwards went to Abigail
Squicciarini and Mariah Elsenheimer. Senior members of the team were Tiffany Standish,
Taylor Soule, Erika Edwards, Joyce La Londe, Sarah Papponetti and Ali O’Hearn. Coach
Blanchard said, “These girls were a joy to coach. Going to practice every day was great
because of the effort and willingness to learn demonstrated by this group. The tone was
set by our captains, Joyce La Londe and Sarah Papponetti. This season proves that even
though a season may not be what you’re hoping for in terms of wins and losses, it can
still be successful in many other ways.”
JV Girls’ Soccer – Coach Lantz
The JV girls’ soccer team ended the season with a league record of 10-4 and an
overall record of 10-6. The team was led by co-captain Mikayla Yaskulski (13 goals
and 4 assists), Emily Blanchard (12 goals and 2 assists), co-captain Madyson Coville,
co-captain Jayne Bannister (5 goals and 1 assist) and Jacia Schick (4 goals). Coach
Renee Lantz said, “This group of young ladies shocked me time and time again with
their great character and determined attitude. It was a pleasure to coach this group of
athletes and it will be fun to watch them develop as players when they move up to the
varsity level.”
Varsity Girls’ Volleyball – Coach Capacci
The varsity girls’ volleyball team had another successful season this year with a
league record of 9-3, and the girls finished in 2nd place in the Niagara Orleans League.
They had an overall record of 14-5 and advanced to the Sectional Semi-Finals in which
they lost to Olean. Throughout the season, they won the Albion Invitational Tournament,
placed 2nd in the Churchville-Chili Volleyball Tournament and finished in 3rd place
at the Starpoint Volleyball Tournament. Seniors were Cady Messmer (captain), Eboni
Taylor, Brie Dixon, Halle Jurs, Martha Vallejo-Miller, Dakota Zimmer and Tia Lipscomb.
Cady Messmer and Eboni Taylor both received 1st Team All-League honors. Kelsee Soule
earned a spot on the 2nd Team All-League and Brie Dixon and Brooke Wilson received
Honorable Mention All-League. Cady Messmer also earned a spot on the 2nd Team
W.N.Y. Volleyball Small School All Star Team and Eboni Taylor earned an Honorable
Mention. Coach Capacci said, “I really enjoyed coaching this group of hard working
players, and watching them become ‘family.’ Each and every player added much to the
team throughout the season to make it a memorable one. I will miss my seven seniors
and their leadership greatly.”

Albion Interact Group
Pitches In to Benefit Foodlink

L-R: Ryan Castrechino, Bethany Bowman, advisor Tim Archer, Sarah Graham,
Steven Stauss, Lydia Erakare, Elizabeth Goff, Katy Perry, Jessica Green, and Meredith Patterson.

A group of Rotary Interact Club members recently visited Foodlink of Rochester to
help sort food items for area needy families. Foodlink, through the generosity of donors
like Wegmans, help supply goods to providers like Orleans Community Action in Albion.
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JV Girls’ Volleyball – Coach Croff
The JV girls’ volleyball team ended the season with a league record of 14-0 and
an overall record of 17-0. Key players this year were Meghan Hurley, Sara Millspaugh,
Michaela Lake, Chanyce Powell, Olivia Neidert and Mallory Broda. Coach Croff said, “The
2012 JV volleyball team was a pleasure to work with. Not only were they very skilled
athletes, but also fun to be around and more importantly kids with great character.”
Varsity Golf – Coach Dambra
The varsity golf team completed a successful season, finishing in sixth place in
the league with a 5-8-1 record. At the League Tournament, John Krieger made the AllLeague Team and was second in overall league play. Tyler Neilans placed 5th in that
tournament. The golf team had Tyler Neilans as their only senior. Coach Dambra said,
“Due to our small numbers, the team struggled to win matches, but they worked hard all
year to improve. As the season progressed, the golfers worked on their weaknesses and
challenged each other to do better. The highlight of the season was winning our last two
matches including a close victory over Medina after losing to them earlier in the season.”
Varsity Cross-Country – Coach Hryvniak
Both the boys’ and girls’ varsity cross-country teams found great success this year.
The boys captured 1st place in the N-O League with a record of 14-0, and the girls’ team
placed 6th with a record of 4-10.
The boys’ team ranked 2nd in small schools of Western New York; capturing 1st
place in the East Aurora Invitational, 1st place in the Pittsburg Catholic Invitational, 3rd
place in the McQuaid Invitational and 2nd place in the B-2 Sectional Championship Meet.
Brett Rosato, Colby Baney and Shawn Deibel earned 1st Team All-League Honors. Mike
Patterson and Zach Neilans earned spots on the 2nd Team All –League. Brett Rosato,
Colby Baney and Zach Neilans were selected Western N.Y. Runners of the Week. The
boys’ team was led this season by the six senior runners: Brett Rosato, Mike Patterson,
Colby Baney, Shawn Deibel, Marquise Riddick and Latrel Walker.
The girls placed 5th in the B-2 Championship Meet. Eighth-grade student Hannah
Wehling was named to the 2nd Team All-League and Meredith Patterson earned an
Honorable Mention. The girls’ team was led by Megan Rosato, Meredith Patterson and
Hannah Wehling.
Coach Hryvniak said, “This 2012 season will go down in history as one of the most
successful and memorable seasons for the boys’ cross country team. They won a league
championship, which has not been done since 1995. That was the team’s focus all
year ‘One Team One Goal.’ They accomplished that goal by working hard every day at
practice and believing in each other to achieve their best. These senior runners will be
greatly missed next year. The girls’ team had a rebuilding year this season. Not losing
any members to graduation and with all the runners returning for next year, the girls are
planning on having an awesome season next year.”
Varsity Football – Head Coach Osburn
The varsity football team finished the season with a record of 2-6. Senior players
were Jack Narburgh, Ryan Button, Tyler Hughson, Ryan Castrechino, Tre Allport, Dylan
Osborne, Cody Newbould, Dean Pittman, Chris Smith, Jeff Ashbery and Jarrett Thompson.
Jon Trembley and Steven Stauss each received 1st Team All-League honors. Trey Hart,
Ed Narburgh and Jack Narburgh were selected to 2nd Team All-League. Robert June and
Dylan Burkhardt were named Honorable Mention. When asked about the season, Coach
Osburn said, “This team battled through a tough season and never gave up. They came
to practice every day and worked hard.”
JV Football – Coach Uveino
The JV football team ended with an overall record of 7-1. Coach Uveino said,
“Every player on our team contributed to our success this season. Our success was
dependent on the entire team working together and adapting to different roles and
responsibilities.”

Where’s the Water?

As part of a unit on “Water in the World,” students in Mr. Archer’s Service-Learning
classes recently spent a class period simulating what it would be like to have to walk a
significant distance to gather well water and then carry it back to their village. Among
other things, the students learned that nearly half of the world’s 7 billion people do not
have potable (clean) water piped into their home.
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Homecoming 2012
Obstacle
Course

Pie Search

2012 Homecoming Court

(l-r): Lady - Ellen Narburgh, Lord - Trey Hart
Duchess - Makaila Albanese, Duke - Dominic DiCureia
Prince - Johnny Warne
Princess - Samantha Gramlich, Prince - Mitch De Smit
King - Ed Narburgh, Queen -Trisha Brooks

SENIORS!
Results of the 2012 Class Competition

Twin Day

Tug of War

Cheerleaders at the Assembly

The LINK

Nerd Day

Kayla Doyle
Manwell Taylor

Decade Day

Eboni Taylor
Chandler Thigpen

Twin Day

Meghan Hurley & Sarah Kuehne
Trey Hart & Mikayla Yaskulski

Color by Class

Freshmen – Kelsee Soule
Sophomores – Riley Fitzwater
Juniors – Aaron Mulroy
Seniors – Taylor Soule

Spirit Day

Jessica Grimes
Trevor Harden
Grace McQueen

EVENT
Obstacle Course

WINNER
Seniors

Pie Search

Juniors

Tug of War
Women
Men

Teachers
Teachers

Hall Decorating
1st Place
2nd Place
3rd Place
4th Place

Seniors
Sophomores
Juniors
Freshmen

Dance Competition

Seniors

Spirit Yell

Freshmen

Spirit Stick

Seniors
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This Year’s Music Faculty Recital
to be a Benefit for Sandy Victims
For the last few years, the Albion Central School Music Department faculty
has held a recital at the end of January. The event has featured each music
teacher in the district, as well as our part-time choral accompanists. It is a
unique opportunity for the teachers to model the skills they teach all year long
for their students and the community. It also is an opportunity for instrumental
and vocal students and their families to see their teacher as a “performer”
instead of as a teacher.
This fall, after seeing photos of the devastation that Hurricane Sandy caused
in New Jersey and metro New York, the teachers were moved to turn this year’s
recital into a benefit toward the relief effort. As always, all of the ACS music
teachers will participate, and a few select student musicians from each level
will be added to the performance line-up as well. Plans are also in the works to
include a couple of ACS graduates who are now making a living as professional
musicians in the affected NYC/NJ area.
Mr. Simboli said, “It’s hard for us to imagine the level of devastation that
people displaced by the storm are still living with every day. If we can help
in just a small way, it’s important to do so.” HS Instrumental Teacher Mr.
Thaine talked about a college friend of his who teaches orchestral music on
Long Island. His friend has been relocated to a different building because his
school was so ravaged by the storm and subsequent flooding. They’ve lost
almost 100 percent of their music equipment, and while most of the schoolowned instruments can be replaced through insurance, many of the students’
personal instruments were destroyed as well. “They have kids - just like we do
- who eat, sleep, and breathe music,” Mr. Thaine said. “Those kids went from
playing, practicing, and making music every day, to nothing. And many of those
same students’ homes were heavily damaged or destroyed, so there’s misfortune
on so many different levels for them. In the midst of this chaos, music could
have been their stability, their rock, but they don’t even have that anymore.”
Please plan to attend the benefit recital on Fri., Jan. 25, at 7 p.m., in the
Middle School auditorium. A free-will offering will be collected and those funds
will be donated directly to the Hurricane Sandy relief effort.

Albion Athletics Earns
“School Of Distinction” Title

2012 Honorary Captain
Gary “Chico” Mannella

L-R: Albion Superintendent Mr. Michael Bonnewell, Honorary Captain Gary “Chico” Mannella,
and Athletic Director Mr. Randy Knaak

Gary “Chico” Mannella graduated from Albion High School in the class of
1970. During his high school years, he played both football and baseball. After
graduation he attended the State University of NY College at Cortland where he
graduated in May of 1974 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education.
After graduation from Cortland, he began teaching at Albion Central School
where he remained teaching general science and biology for 35 years. He
was named Albion Central School Educator of the Year in 2003. In addition
to teaching, Mannella coached both JV football and varsity baseball amassing
unmatchable records in both sports and coaching literally hundreds of students
at Albion. He led by example and expected much from his players. His “no
excuse” attitude earned him much recognition and many awards throughout the
years.
Chico Mannella was the Head Coach for JV football from 1975 - 2009
accumulating a record of 205 wins, 30 losses and 5 ties. His Purple Eagles had
11 undefeated seasons! In 1985 the JV football team was featured in “Sports
Illustrated” magazine.
He was the recipient of the WNY JV Coach of the Year in 1986, 1988, 1992,
1999, 2000, 2002 and 2004. He received the Western New York Coach of the
Decade for 1990 - 1999.
Both Section VI and the Niagara Orleans League recognized his dedication
to coaching and leadership abilities by awarding him the Section VI Coaches
Sportsmanship Award in 2010 and the Niagara Orleans Foundation Award in
2011.
Baseball was Chico’s other passion and he coached baseball from 1977
- 2010. He was the head varsity baseball coach for 21 years. His baseball
coaching records are: 338 wins and 76 losses. His teams captured 13 League
Championships, 4 Sectional Titles, 1 New York State Regional Championship and
3 trips to the NYS Baseball Tournament along the way!
His love of coaching and the sport of baseball have led him to his current
position of Assistant Baseball Coach for Genesee Community College.
Thank you to Coach Gary “Chico” Mannella for his years of dedication to the
Albion Central School and congratulations for being named the 2012 Honorary
Football Captain!

High School Music Dept. Concert
Celebrated America
L-R: Mr. Jeff Rabey, Section VI Executive Committee President; Mr. Randy Knaak, ACS Athletic
Director; Mrs. Leslie Stauss, High School Principal; students Sarah Papponetti and Christopher Reed
and Mr. Michael Bonnewell, ACS Superintendent.

Albion Central School was presented the “School of Distinction” award for
the third year in a row. The “School of Distinction” award is sponsored by the
NYS Public High School Athletic Association and is the highest honor awarded in
the Scholar-Athlete program. Albion is one of only 20 high schools in the state to
achieve the award for the 2011-2012 school year. It is the fourth time Albion earned
this designation since the program began eight years ago.
Albion Central School earned the award by having 100 percent of its varsity
sports teams earn above a 90.0 percent grade-point average, thus achieving
“School of Distinction” status. Albion Central School sponsors 17 interscholastic
varsity sports and was honored and presented with the award at the Section VI
Athletic Council meeting in September at Erie I BOCES.
The purpose of the “School of Distinction” award is to unite varsity coaches
in challenging their teams to achieve a statewide honor in addition to the already
established Scholar-Athlete Team Award program which was initiated in the 19911992 school year.
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On Thu., Nov. 8, the AHS Symphonic Band, Mixed Chorus, and Select Choirs
presented their annual Patriot’s Concert, a musical celebration of our great nation.
At one time, the annual concert was held on Election Night, but the music staff
found that, while the intention of scheduling the concert for that evening was meant
to celebrate our democratic process and American’s freedom to choose our own
representatives, it actually created a hardship for many concert goers. “By the
time some of our kids’ parents and community members got home from work, ate
dinner, and raced to the concert, they actually didn’t have time to go to the polls
and vote, which runs contrary to what the program was meant to commemorate!”
said Mr. Thaine. To alleviate the problem, a few years ago the annual concert
was changed to a date between Election Day and Veteran’s Day and renamed the
Patriot’s Concert. While the name and date has changed, the ideals of the program
remain; that is, to honor our country through music with American themes and/or
composed by American composers.
This year’s concert featured an arrangement of our national hymn, “God of Our
Fathers,” music by the famous U.S.-born composer Henry Mancini, and American
choral arranger Roger Whittaker’s “I Am But a Small Voice,” among many others.
The concert closed with a beautiful combined instrumental and choral rendition of
“America the Beautiful.” The high school chorus and band students are now hard
at work preparing for their upcoming holiday performances.
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