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Albion Students Visit Washington, D.C.

Close Up students from Albion High School and Colton-Pierrepont High School are seated at the
Dias of the Ways and Means Committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. The Ways and Means
Committee is one of the most powerful committees of the U.S. House and
it is a rare privilege to visit there.

Michael Patterson – First Team

Alison O’Hearn – Special Mention

Two Charles D’Amico High School seniors have been named to “Business First’s”
2013 All-Western New York Academic Team.
Michael Patterson (First Team) and Alison O’Hearn (Special Mention) have
qualified for this year’s list of the 100 most outstanding high school seniors in the
eight-county region.
Winners were chosen for their records of academic excellence, school leadership
and community involvement. The top 25 were named to the First Team, 25 runners-up
to the Second Team, and another 50 to the Special Mention list.
“This is an extremely exclusive award,” said Jack Connors, president and
publisher of “Business First.” “There are roughly 20,000 seniors in Western New
York’s high schools, and we’ve selected only 100 for this year’s Academic Team.
That’s the upper one-half of one percent. They’re truly the best and brightest students
anywhere in our region.”
Schools throughout the eight-county area were asked to nominate their smartest
and most accomplished students for consideration by an eight-member committee,
which included six admissions directors at area colleges and two “Business First”
editors. A total of 121 schools responded with 437 nominees. (Each school was
limited to four candidates.)
The complete list of 100 honorees – along with their photos and profiles – will be
published in “Business First’s” 2013-2014 Guide to Western New York Schools, which
will hit newsstands on June 14.

Calendar Change
HS Chorus Spring Concert
June 6, 2013 at 7 p.m. in MS Aud
Schedule for the Last Week of School
June 17 & 18 - Full Day
June 19 & 20 - Half Day
MS 10:30 a.m. dismissal • ES 11:30 a.m. dismissal
June 21 - No school for students.

It is a common belief that today’s youth are not interested in, nor informed about
politics. This was certainly not the case when eleven Albion High School students
went on a week-long academic field trip to Washington, D.C. as guests of the Close
Up Foundation this March. This field trip is funded by the individual students who
participate in fundraisers throughout the year. The Foundation’s mission is to inform,
inspire, and empower young people to exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizens
in a democracy. It brings together students from all across the nation, from a wide
variety of backgrounds and communities so they can share their outlooks and immerse
themselves in national policy.
The students rose to the challenge of understanding and discussing complex
political practices and structures. They also had the opportunity to do some thought
provoking sight-seeking with an emphasis on historical background and cultural
enrichment. The students learned first-hand about the workings of the government and
enjoyed meeting local representatives Chris Collins and Louise Slaughter. Participant
Peggy Jackson said, “It was a great experience learning America’s history and seeing it
in action. I did not know it would be so easy to talk to our representatives. I finally felt
like my opinion mattered.” Kendall Piccirilli said, “During the Close Up trip we debated
and discussed controversial topics. It taught me to voice my opinion.”
All of the students agreed that they would highly recommend this trip to others and
echoed Brandon Doyle’s sentiment; “Close Up was just about the most incredible trip
I have ever taken. Not only was I able to voice my opinions as a student and share
my political and statistical knowledge of society, but I also made many new friends from
around the country.”
Close Up advisor Rich Gannon summed up the trip by saying, “Overall, this
year’s trip was an exciting and memorable experience for the students. They grew as
individuals and can better appreciate the intricacies of the political process. They found
things that spark their interests and that make them want to learn more.”
Students participating in the Close Up trip were: Kali Benjovsky, Trisha Brooks,
Andrew Burroughs, Brandon Doyle, Mike Eldred, Peggy Jackson, Jenny McKenna,
Kendall Piccirilli, Kelsey Schmitt, Arianna Smith and Abby Squicciarini.

Budget Vote
May 21, 2013 • Noon - 8 p.m.
ES Conference Room A
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A Message from our
Superintendent…

FFA State Convention
By Jules Hoepting and Shannan Wells

I don’t know that one could classify spring as a lion
or a lamb this year. It seems spring entered more like a
surprise party... hidden away until the door was opened
and the lights turned on. Then, suddenly – Spring! Our
spring events have started in much the same way... the
door is open and the events are underway! It is hard to
believe that we are at the end of the year already. While
every day is a great day to be a Purple Eagle, spring finds
us celebrating this even more.
In the past few weeks we inducted new classes into the National Honor Society and National
Junior Honor Society, recognizing student members for their achievements in Scholarship,
Leadership, Character, and Service. Congratulations to all who earned membership honors!
Our High School Student Council planned and presented our annual Senior Citizens’ Day,
welcoming residents to the campus for reunions with friends, activities, and lunch. Our FFA
students demonstrated their leadership, organizational skills, and tremendous energy as they
hosted more than 1,000 of their peers from across New York State to the 88th Annual New
York State Future Farmers of America Convention. Members worked well in advance of the
arrival of the conventioneers and for long hours throughout the convention. In addition to
arranging and rearranging facilities and providing for the care and feeding of the students,
chaperones, and other attendees at convention, Albion FFA members solicited donations,
arranged for tours of local agricultural operations, and recruited volunteers from our school
staff and community. I had the pleasure to work alongside our student, staff, and community
volunteers throughout the weekend and am very proud of them and their representation of
Albion to the statewide organization!
Spring also brings us baseball, softball, tennis, and track and field meets, our last series
of music concerts and marching band parades, a number of banquets and assemblies
celebrating student success throughout the year, our Academic Honors Convocation, and our
Kindergarten and High School Graduations. There is much to be proud of at Albion Central
School – and this season celebrates these accomplishments! I would invite you to a concert,
contest, or other event to support our students and celebrate their accomplishments.
While much of the activity here is focused on a strong finish to the school year and
celebrations of the successes during the year, we are also at work on plans for the coming
year. The Board of Education has adopted a budget for the coming year that maintains our
current offerings, but continues to address the fact that our student population continues to
grow smaller – though at a slower pace than in recent years. For the first time since 2006,
the budget calls for a small increase to the tax levy, at 1.5 percent. This increase will allow
us to fund a budget that includes a spending increase less than 1 percent (0.61 percent).
The May 21 ballot will also include a proposition allowing us to re-establish the school bus
reserve fund, continuing a long-standing practice of providing safe, reliable transportation
to our students. Finally, voters will select two individuals to serve on the Board of Education.
Complete details about the vote are available on our website (www.albionk12.org) and was
included in a brochure in the Pennysaver on May 12 and we will host a Budget Hearing in the
High School L.G.I. at 7 p.m. on Tue., May 14, but I also invite you to contact the Mr. Liddle,
Assistant Superintendent or myself at 589-2056 with any questions you may have.

“March Madness” Comes to Albion

The Albion Teachers Association sponsored a “March Madness Day” on Fri., March
22, 2013. The Association asked staff members to wear their college apparel on that day
and make a donation to the ATA Scholarship fund. Over $308.00 was raised to go towards
scholarships for Albion students. Teachers Association spokesperson Betsy Krenning said;
“Our hope is to promote colleges, encourage student questions about higher education and
raise money for the A.T.A. sponsored scholarships. Many students were curious about our
college shirts and it opened the door to conversations about their own plans or their own
favorite teams. Each year we distribute over $4,000.00 to Albion students in scholarship
money.”

May 31 - Last Day to Charge Lunch
There will be no lunch charges after Thu., May 31, 2013. All monies owed to the
cafeteria must be paid in full by the last day of school. The District does not operate its’
own cafeteria; we contract with Sodexho to provide this service. It is important to close our
books at the end of the year maintaining the great partnership we have with Sodexho. We
appreciate your help in clearing up any outstanding balance on your student(s) account.

The LINK

Current members of the FFA.

In the rural area of Albion, N.Y., a stupendous event took place: The Future Farmers
of America (FFA) from across the state came together for three days to showcase their
knowledge! The Albion FFA had been planning this event since last year. Wasn’t that a long
period of time to plan an event? It was definitely worth the while, because over 2,000 people
attended! This was not the first time that Albion had hosted the FFA State Convention; if you
reflect back to 2007, this annual convention was held right here in our own town! It was
a very prestigious honor to have us host it again. The fun began on May 2, and lasted until
Sat., May 4. Since Albion is a smaller town, sleeping accommodations were arranged in
Batavia, N.Y. These three days were sure packed tight with excitement including a dance,
public speeches, and a live concert with a country singer performing! FFA members had
been kept extraordinarily busy with the variety of events they were given. Such events were
public speaking, farm business management, and student-led tours. Judging the events were
members of the school faculty and community members who accepted the invitation. At
the end of the day there were no prizes awarded to any members, except for an FFA state
convention t-shirt and the reward of self-pride stemming from their accomplishments. So
if you noticed the sea of navy blue FFA jackets the past few days, it was because of the state
convention returning to Albion, N.Y.!

REMINDER
The use of aerosol cans is prohibited on buses. Students and staff with breathing issues
can be sensitive to strong fragrances. For the comfort and safety of all, please use strong
fragrances sparingly and do not spray aerosol cans in a limited space.

National Honor Society Inducts
New Members

On Tue., March 26, 2013, the Albion High School National Honor Society held their
annual induction ceremony for new members. The National Honor Society recognizes
outstanding high school students who demonstrate excellence in the areas of Scholarship,
Leadership, Service, and Character. These characteristics have been associated with
membership in the organization since its beginning in 1921. (www.nhs.us) The National
Honor Society provides students with opportunities to excel in community service through
a variety of projects. The Albion Chapter is active in many community service projects
including raising money for the National Cancer Society and the Salvation Army.
National Honor Society (NHS) is an organization that has been active in Albion for many
years. Students with a 90 percent or above average after the first 20 weeks of their junior or
senior year are invited to support their candidacy for membership. This consists of filling out
several forms, writing an essay, and obtaining four letters of recommendation. Membership
is granted only to those selected by the Albion NHS Faculty Council using the information
provided by the candidate in the areas of leadership, service, and character as well as input
gathered from Albion High School faculty, staff, and administration.
The Albion High School Chapter welcomes the following students to the National
Honor Society: Carley Adamo, Elizabeth Banty, Connor Barleben, Kali Benjovsky, Ryan
Castrechino, Chloe Christofaro, Mitchell De Smit, Bradlee Driesel, Lydia Erakare, Samantha
Gramlich, Jordan Grimble, Tierra Hastings, Emily Joslyn, Robert June, Benjamin Kirby,
Zachary McMullen, Kourtni Mietlicki, Kendra Morrison, Alise Pangrazio, Alan Quintana
Aragon, Kelsey Schmitt, Becca Sills, Amber Smarpat, Arianna Smith, Martha Smith, Abigail
Squicciarini, Tiffany Standish, Jonathan Trembley, Johnathan Warne, Shannan Wells and
Brett Zicari.

May 2013
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Memories from the FFA Convention

AHS Freshman is Featured in Super 7
Athlete of the Week Countdown!
Albion High School Freshman
Kelsee Soule was featured in the Super
7 Athlete of the Week Countdown.
The Super Seven Athlete of the Week
Countdown highlights student athletes
that have recently had outstanding
game performances.
Kelsee is
a returning member of the Albion
Softball Varsity team. Last year, as an
eighth grader and the Purple Eagles
starting catcher, she earned a spot on
the Niagara-Orleans Athletic League
2nd Team All-League. This season she
has moved from catching to pitching
and has been dynamite at bat. During
a recent win against Wilson, she went 3
for 5 in a 10-6 victory for Albion. She
had 5 RBI’s, a homerun over the left
field fence and a double.

“The Link” is a periodic publication of the Albion Central School District. It is designed to
disseminate information and recognize the success of individuals and programs supporting
District goals. Comments concerning “The Link” should be directed to Mary Ann Donnelly
at 589-2050 ext 2990 or e-mail: mdonnelly@albionK12.org.

The LINK

Science Olympiad

As part of a lesson (Bottle Music) for the Elementary School Science Olympiad, students
learned about sound waves and how they travel during a recent lesson. Students who
competed in the Bottle Music competition worked in teams to play tunes on bottles. They
learned first-hand how filling the bottles with varying levels of water changed the sound and
pitch of the “music.” Teacher, Robin Bower said, “The object of this lesson is to create
sound by blowing across the bottles. They also learned to recognize and document the
change in pitch that adding liquid to the bottles made. Playing tunes on the bottles was not
an easy task, but it sure added fun to the learning!”

May 2013
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“Beauty and the Beast”

World Book Night
By Noah Goudreau

Belle (Mary Martin) discovers that the castle comes to life in many unusual ways!

On March 22, 2013, the High School production of Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast”
opened for large audiences. The production included a premier by Albion’s Superintendent,
Mr. Bonnewell who narrated the show. The High School productions have earned the
reputation of putting on a quality show with unbelievable special effects, dancing and
singing.
The musical included a large cast of talented students, crew and pit orchestra. The
cast included: Ben Kirby, Gretta Smith, Maria Ostafew, William Grimble, Mary Martin,
Nathaniel Trembly, Kyle Thaine, Faith Bentley, Maddie Fournier, Alyssa Lawrence, Michael
Karcz, Steven Stauss, Zach Shaffer, Lydia Erakare, Cheyenna Eagle, Joyce La Londe, Kendra
Morrison, Elijah Martin, Humza Quinn, Elizabeth Banty, Kali Benjovsky, Bethany Bowman,
Chloe Christofaro, Samantha Gramlich, Jenna Reigle, Elena Mergler, Sarah Graham, Char
Olick, Martha Smith, Gabriell Struble, Ryan Haight, Josh Raymond, David Stilwell and Elijah
VanEpps.
The student crew members were: Laura Flanagan, Carol Pritchard, Ben Miller, Nick
Tolle, Allison Carloni, Jordan Grimble, Ben Vanacore, Matthew Flanagan, Elena Mergler,
Alex De Smit, Samantha Johnson, Brett Zicari, Lance Gursslin, Michael Capurso, Michael
Patterson, Dean Pittman, Kyler McQuillan, Ashley Lewis, Javonna Maxwell, Josh Howes,
Bianca Stauffer, Jayne Bannister, Katy Perry, Mitch De Smit, Krista Arnold, Josey Conn and
Danielle Miller.
Onstage Gargoyles were: Aaron Chen, Alissa Francis, Brittany Francis, Cassandra Hoy,
Caitlin Malanowski, Alyce Miller, Michael Stilwell and Kyle Worgo.
Pit Orchestra included: Amber Smarpat, Sara Maxon, Sami Covis, Kelley Flanagan,
Meredith Patterson, Allen Sanford, Rebecca Flanagan, Emily Joslyn, Josh Metzler, Samantha
Dumont, Alan Quintana, Zach McMullen, Brooke Chandler, Isabella Cox, Nick McMullen,
Jon Trembley, Cody Osborne, Andrea Muoio and Paula Hastings.

Carolyn Ricker, owner of Bindings Bookstore, chose Mr. Knisley’s seventh-grade
classroom to tell the students about World Book Night. Mrs. Ricker distributed a copy of
“The Phantom Tollbooth” or a poster of the movie “The Hobbit” depending on the students’
choice. Some other titles offered were “The Handmaid’s Tale,” “Fahrenheit 451,” “My
Antonia,” “A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court” and “The Phantom Tollbooth.”
“The Phantom Tollbooth” is about a boy who gets bored and finds most things monotonous.
But, one day, he comes across a mysterious package in his bedroom with assorted items
which take him to different lands each with unique qualities having to do with the English
language, colors and different ideas. World Book Night was April 24, and promotes literacy
all over the nation.

A.C.S. National Junior Honor Society
Inducts 35 New Members

Albion Elementary “Earth Angels”
Help the Environment

L-R: Brieonna Haines, Hannah Coolbaugh and Kylee Otero

Each week third-grade students from Mrs. Perry’s class collect recyclable paper from
the entire Elementary School and District Office. Monday through Friday, teams of three
students and a volunteer faculty member visit each wing of the building asking for donations.
The recycling project was adopted with the intention of teaching students to be good
stewards of our earth and to be aware of the environment. That goal is achieved every year
as a new batch of “Earth Angels” turn their recycling experiences into practice at home.
In addition to teaching fellow students the value of recycling, they are teaching faculty
and staff that very same lesson. Leading by example, these students convey the importance
of protecting the earth and its resources. These students truly are angels!

Genesee Community College Expands
Summer Scholarship Opportunities in 2013
For details on each separate division of GPP, go to www.genesee.edu/promise,
or stop by any of GCC’s campus locations in Albion, Arcade, Batavia, Dansville, Lima,
Medina and Warsaw. GPP Applications will be accepted until June 14,2013.

The LINK

On April 24, 2013, thirty-five Albion Middle School students were inducted into
the National Junior Honor Society. Current members reminded the inductees of their
responsibility to uphold the five pillars of the organization; Scholarship, Leadership, Service,
Character, and Citizenship.
The new inductees are: Hailey Bader, Elisabeth Baker, Victor Benjovsky, Jacob Brower,
Richard Daniels, Garrett Derisley, Natalie DiCureia, Matilda Erakare, Nathan Fearby, Josiah
Finzer, Preston Flugel, Benjamin Gramlich, Nikolas Greean, Shane Hellems, Samantha
Hollenbeck, Tyler Kast, Emily Keeler, Emma Lonnen, Elliott Neidert, Carly Olles, Justin
Robinson, Brianna Sawyer, Riley Seielstad, Nathanael Smith, Justin Stritzinger, Samantha
Vanacore, Noah Wadhams, Kaitlin Zwifka, Rose Arnold, Cody Catlin, Elizabeth Furmanski,
Kiara Smith, Emma Wadhams, Hannah Wehling and Chloe Weis.

National Junior Honor Society Service Pins

Students receiving service pins were: Kari Ashworth, Emilie Barleben, Lauren Becht,
Emily Blanchard, Shannon Broda, Sierra Chudy, Jillian Doyle, Nicole Eldred, Tanner Ferris,
Carly Fox, Celeste Hoffman, Jared Hollinger, Taylor Johnston, Elizabeth Jurs, Michayla
Kovaleski, Joseph Madejski, Katherine Mann, Calandra Prentice, Isabella Prest, Shelby
Restivo, Vivian Rivers, Donato Rosario, Katherine Rustay, Samuel Slick, Skyler Smith, Angela
Tarricone, Catherine Thom, Savanah Wirth, Kirsten Wroblewski and Stephen Zayac.
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“School House Rock” Teaches Cast
Many Lessons
By Hailey Bader
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Winter 2013 Scholar Athletes
The Albion High School athletic department is pleased to announce that three
winter sports teams have qualified for the NYS Public High School Athletic Association
(NYSPHSAA, Inc.) Scholar Athlete Team Award. This award recognizes varsity level
interscholastic athletes who excel in academics. The award is given when a certain
percentage of students on the team have a composite score of 90 percent or above.
The team percentage is determined based on the number of students on the team.
Each student received a scholar athlete patch.

Girls’ Varsity Basketball Cumulative GPA 91.62%

Katie Rustay, Michayla Kovaleski and Shannon Broda learn about the solar system.

This year for the spring production, the Albion Middle School Drama Club presented,
“School House Rock, Live!” Being a part of the Drama Club, is an experience that I will never
forget through the years. The skills that it teaches and assists us with are ones to be held
close and are sure to remain pleasurable memories.
Every day for play practice we get 35 minutes as a study hall. Being able to get homework
done is really beneficial. When you are done there, you just want to relax and not worry
about the upcoming work. They begin by calling up the song or act they want to see, leaving
the people that are not in the scene to go and practice something else. Repetition is a
key aspect in making a song and dance perfect. Practice is not work all the time. Acting
would not be fun without some crazy times thrown in the mix. We are always adorning our
outfits with all the costumes for some extra bling. In our spare time, we enjoy making up
nicknames for each other, trying on costumes, singing in funny voices, and adding stuff to
our dances to make them crazy. These things are just a pinch of the things we do each day.
The cast and crew hope you were able to attend our latest play, “School House Rock, Live!”
It was a wonderful new adventure for us and was very educational along the way. The play
itself brought a fresh, new way of learning about simple topics they teach students in school.
Singing and dancing worked in harmony with the story line of the play and the effect was
that the audience could sit and learn too. It was entertaining and enlightening especially to
the little ears in the crowd. If you were unable to attend the, “School House Rock, Live!”
production, it would be our pleasure to have you attend our next play coming in the fall. It
is sure to be another great success!
When asked why this production was chosen, Director, Carrie Kozody said; “On Saturday
mornings when I was a kid, there were cartoons, between cartoons that taught about History,
Grammar, Science and Math. The cartoon had a song that taught a particular portion of
the subject. I LOVED these cartoons and in fact used several of the songs to help with my
school work. I remember singing the song that taught the Preamble. This is one reason that
I chose this show. I wanted to share these cartoons with kids of today. Most of the kids do
not know the songs or the cartoons. Several of my cast members have said that they have
used the information from the show in their class work!”
Cast members included: Michayla Kovaleski, Shannon Broda, Destini Hurlbert, Katie
Rustay, Angela Tarricone, Catherine Thom, Hailey Bader, Matilda Erakare, John Flanagan,
Madison Flor, Jules Hoepting, Taylor Johnston, Freeman Lattin, Joe Madejski, Katie Mann,
Andrea Nauden, Shelby Restivo, Riley Seielstad, Analys Torres, Emma Wadhams, Hannah
Wehling, Savanah Wirth and Connor Zicari.
Crew members were: Emilie Barleben, Andre Biemans, Jillian Doyle, Josiah Finzer, Owen
Foos, Jared Hollinger, Elizabeth Jurs, Emma Lonnen, Nicholas Reed, Karina Rosario, Kaylie
Skellon and Kira Sisson-Ross.

Front row (l-r): Justice Nauden, Eboni Taylor and Sarah Papponetti.
Back row: Chanyce Powell, Amanda Covis, Kelsee Soule and Arianna Smith.

Boys’ Swimming Cumulative GPA 90.04%

Front row (l-r): Michael Stilwell, Randy Eblacker, Zachary McMullen, Nicholas
McMullen. Back row: Morgan Seielstad, Daniel Beam, Zach Champeney and Phil
Uderitz. Missing from photo: Trevor Hadick, Matt De Carlo and Dominic De Carlo.

Girls’ Swimming Cumulative GPA 93.85%

Digital Media Literacy with Animoto
Front row (l-r): Elizabeth Furmanski, Elizabeth Jurs, Clara Stilwell, Olivia Neidert
and Kerry Rice. Back row: Mackenzie Luft, Alessaundra Rivera, Shannan Wells,
Brianna Caldwell and Sarah Graham. Missing from photo: Sili Lin.

Albion Visits East High School

The student’s in Mrs. Wemmer’s ninth-grade English classes have been working with
Mrs. Morales in creating book trailers using the Web-based program Animoto. Students
used technology and text to create digital media that represented a book that they have read
during the school year. Students selected their own backgrounds, images, music, and text
verses to produce a presentation that reflected on the main points of their novels capturing
the essences of the story but just like a movie trailer not giving too much away. After careful
planning, students tapped into their creative sides and produced amazing productions
to be shared. At the end of this class project, students presented their book trailers and
participated in a small reception that was set up just for them. Book trailers will be uploaded
and can be viewed by all on the District’s High School homepage. The students were not only
engaged throughout the whole process but had a great time.

The LINK

Several members of the Albion High School (AHS) Rotary Interact Club recently spent
a day with students at East High School in Rochester as part of a student exchange. Albion
students learned what life and school was like in an urban setting. East High students hope
to visit Albion High School in May. Club advisor Tim Archer said the annual activity is great
way for our students to experience the challenges urban students face on a daily basis. “It
certainly gave our kids a greater appreciation for the quality of life we enjoy in Albion and
our schools,” Archer said. AHS participants included Lydia Erakare, Desiree Barber, Sarah
Graham, Steven Stauss, Faith Bentley, Brooke Bensley, Kellie O’Hearn, Chris Reed, John
Krieger, Megan Rosato, and Mary Martin.

May 2013
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Albion High School Hosts Third Blood Drive

Albion Elementary Students Celebrate
Black History Month

High School student Brandon Doyle donates to the American Red Cross.

The 5th graders from the Albion Elementary School Multicultural Club performed a play
for the Elementary School students in honor of Black History Month. The play was based on
the African-American heroes from the past visiting a sleeping young boy (Barack Obama) in
his dreams. The historic characters awakened an appreciation for the importance of Black
History and what an important role it has played in shaping current day America. Some of
the important characters that made an appearance during this play were: Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., Frederick Douglass, and Harriet Tubman along with entertainers Diana Ross, Ella
Fitzgerald, Marion Anderson and Janet Jackson.

The Albion High School students and staff have become quite familiar with the American
Red Cross Bloodmobile. The Red Cross has visited the high school on three occasions
this year. High school nurse and organizer Jean Swiercznski became aware of possible
scholarship money from the American Red Cross for holding an additional blood drive. She
said; “We were invited to participate in the American Red Cross High School Scholarship
Challenge, which rewards schools and students for the outstanding contributions they make
to the local blood supply. The March drive yielded 32 productive units that will help many
patients across New York State. We exceeded our collection total from last year by about 20
units. This allowed our school to earn a $600.00 scholarship for a graduating senior!”

If you missed Summer Camp Registration on
April 29 & 30, you can still register by calling the
District Office at 585-589-2056.
Camp
Football Camp
Boys’ & Girls’ Soccer
Girls’ Softball Camp
Boys’ & Girls’ Swimming (Competitive Swim)
Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball
Sr. High Girls’ Basketball
Boys’ & Girls’ Track
Cheerleading

Grades

Cost

7 - 12
3-8
7 - 12
6 - 12
3-8
9 - 12
3-6
K-8

$15
$10
$10
$40
$10
$10
$10
$25

Middle School Students Help
Preserve History

Fee: $45 per child. Available to students entering Kindergarten & up.

Albion Middle School students in Mr. Archer’s Service-Learning classes recently spent
the day cleaning the grounds at the former CCC camp and POW site in the south portion of
Hamlin Beach State Park. Tours are given regularly, so a little spring cleaning was in order.
Students pictured are (l-r) Hunter Webster, Tyler Kast, Jordan Jacobs, Justin Stritzinger,
Bryan VanWycke, Rylie Lear, Hannah Grammar, Noah Wadhams, Bradley Sanford, and John
Flanagan. Anyone interested in a tour of the site can contact Ed Evans at 585-964-3689.

Session I: Mon., July 8 - Fri., July 19, 2013
Session II: Mon., July 22 - Fri., Aug. 2, 2013

Tech Wars

Swim lessons are also being offered as follows:

The Albion Summer Camp Program is available to
Albion Central School District students only!

Middle School Students Work to
Fill “Empty Bowls”

On March 21, 2013, the Annual Empty Bowls event was held in the Albion Middle School
cafeteria. The event drew a large crowd who gave a five dollar donation. In return they
received a ceramic bowl of their choice and a simple soup dinner. The bowls were made
by students in Mrs. Feder’s art class. The students lead a short presentation on hunger in
their community. The Empty Bowls event is in its fourth year and has raised over $650.00
which was donated to the Community Action Food Pantry.

The LINK

This year at GCC Tech Wars, there were 16 school districts from the four (G.L.O.W.)
Genesee, Livingston, Orleans and Wyoming counties that competed. Each year more and
more technology students participate in this event. This year over 600 students participated
in the Tech Wars. In Albion, the High School and Middle School Technology Clubs competed
bringing a total of 32 students to GCC.
The High School Tech Club competed in an assortment of things including CO2 cars,
Mystery Projects and Bridge Building. Competing students include: James Johnson, Joy
Howes, Kyle Ham, Brandon Doyle, Morgan Seielstad, Nick Ettinger, Austin Genno, Alan
Quintana, Allen Sanford and Jordan Grimble. This year’s winners include: Kyle Ham,
Nick Ettinger, and Alan Quintana, who earned 3rd place in the Mystery Project out of 59
participant teams. Brandon Doyle competed in the Bridge Building competition and placed
5th out of 26 bridges.
The Middle School Technology Club students included: Kastriot Bela, Jared Hollinger,
Emily Blanchard, Clara Stilwell, Nikkie Eldred, Tanner Ferris, Owen Foos, Nick Reed, Evan
Steier, Cody Catlin, Karina Rosario, Jackie Quintana, Geddy Morgan, Bailey Maier, Hannah
Yocum, Tyler Nashburn, Josh Barnett, Sam Slick, Stephen Zayac, Vivian Rivers, Shelby
Restivo and Zhoe Starkweather.
Middle School winners were Cody Catlin who came in a close 2nd in the C02 Car
Challenge behind the 1st-place winner by .007 seconds. Also placing in the C02 Car
Challenge were Vivian Rivers (9th) and Zhoe Starkweather (13th) out of over 40 cars.
Jared Hollinger and Kastriot Bela competed in the Design Challenge and placed 2nd. Tyler
Nashburn placed 6th out of 45 entries in the Catapult Challenge. Tech Club advisor, Kristen
Martin said; “Overall, this was a great year and we are looking forward to seeing what next
year’s Tech Wars brings.”
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Elementary School Raises
“Pennies for Patients”

7

Kindergarten Students Learn about the Flag

By Fifth Grade Students Paige Derisley, Secretary and
Ella Knaak, Vice President

Corrinne Pahura with kindergarten students.

The Albion Elementary School Student Leadership Council collected money for the
“Pennies for Patients.” The S.L.C. has been collecting pennies in the Elementary School.
The organization that is in charge of “Pennies for Patients” is the Leukemia and Lymphoma
Society. Our school has done an outstanding job with this project. We have raised over
$3,000.00 and have worked very hard to help cancer patients get better.

Kindergarten students at Ronald L. Sodoma Elementary School recently received a visit
from the Ladies Auxiliary of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Strickland Post 4635. The ladies
were at school to award the kindergarteners their very own American Flag and present
them with the Young American Award. The award is presented to students when they
have properly learned the Pledge of Allegiance. Ladies Auxiliary representatives, Corrinne
Pahura, spoke to the students about the symbolism of the flag and how to properly treat the
flag and to show respect.

Middle School Wrestler Receives Award
Albion Service Learning Class Spend
the Day at Food Link

Modified Wrestling Coach Pat Holman presents Tyler Nashburn with the Mike Hollenbeck award.

Albion Middle School seventh-grade service-learning students recently volunteered at
Food Link in Rochester sorting over 2500 lbs. of potatoes in its giant warehouse. Food Link
provides food to organizations like Community Action in Albion, who in turn help support
needy local families. Pictured are (-r) Kennedy Albone, Courtney Matteson, Mykailah
Roberts, Jules Hoepting, and Carly Olles. Also attending were Deondre Rivera, Tristen
Torres, John McGuire, Brian Neal, and Valentin Cruz.

The Mike Hollenbeck award is given out each year to a Jr. High wrestler who demonstrates
a high level of wrestling ability, sportsmanship, leadership, commitment, and loyalty. This
year an eighth grader, Tyler Nashburn was selected for this award. Congratulations to Tyler.
Listen carefully next year to hear about him on the JV and Varsity Wrestling squad.

Congratulations Albion Middle School
Science Olympiad 2012-13

Albion Students Learn About
Unique Career Opportunities

Pictured l-r: Evan Howard, Ryan Grandy, Mackenzie Donahue, Jesse Perez-Weese, Ricky Daniels,
Zachary Moore, Angelica Genno, Joe Madejski, Jace Conn, Coach Petrus, Noah Wadhams,
Thomas Green, Anthony Calarco. Missing from picture: Cody Catlin, Jacob Brower.

Becky Karls, Funeral Director at Merrill-Grinnell Funeral Home in Albion, addresses one
of several Albion Middle School seventh-grade service-learning classes about her career.
She discussed the many ways in which her unique vocation serves the community. She also
touched on the numerous other service professions that she works with directly as a funeral
director, including clergy, medical professionals, civic organizations, and military.

The LINK

The Albion Middle School Science Olympiad Team competed at St John Fisher College
on Sat., March, 16, 2013, in the Regional Competition. The team competed in a variety
of events including Endangered, Extinct, and Exotic Animals, Helicopters, Heredity, Metric
Mastery, Mystery Architecture, Road Scholar and Rotor Egg Drop. Noah Wadhams and Ricky
Daniels earned 4th Place Metric Mastery; Ricky Daniels and Joe Madejski took 4th Place
Road Scholar; and Joe Madejski placed 5th in the Heredity competition.
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Spotlight
on Sports
• Winter 2013 •
Swimming
The Girls’ Varsity Swim team finished with a record of 0-10 in the League and 2-12
overall. The Boys’ Varsity Swim team finished the season with a record of 0-10 in
the League and 2-12 overall. Senior swimmers were Melynda Hastings, Alessaundra
Rivera, Jenny McKenna, Phil Uderitz and Trevor Hadick. Coach Burroughs said; “One
word comes to mind with this group – perseverance. Although they didn’t win many
dual meets, the swimmers kept working to improve themselves – which they did!
With many young swimmers on the roster, the team is headed in the right direction. I
am proud of their efforts. It was a pleasure being their coach.”
Key swimmers this season were Elizabeth Jurs, Brooke Wilson and Morgan
Seielstad.

Boys' Varsity Basketball
The Boys’ Varsity Basketball team finished the season with a League record of 2-14
and an overall season record of 2-19. Freddie Koester and Marquise Riddick earned
an All-League Honorable Mention.
Senior team members were Marquise Riddick, Freddie Koester, Tre Allport, Shawn
Whittier and Jackson Hamilton. When asked about the season, Coach Croff said;
“Although we did not have a winning season, I am proud of how hard these young
men continued to work and never gave up.”

JV Boys' Basketball
The Boys’ J.V. Basketball team finished the season with a League record of 12-2
and an overall record of 16-2. The team finished the season with the best record
in the Niagara-Orleans League for the second year in a row. Austin Loyd was the
team’s leading scorer for the last two years. Key players were Captains Desmond
Blackman and Gary Moore. Austin Loyd, Alex Bison, Clayton Stanton, Manny
Thompson, Manwell Taylor and Tyler Rotoli all made significant contributions. Coach
Meakin said; “This team worked hard in the off season to really bond and work on
their fundamentals. All season their confidence continued to grow and each player
improved tremendously. It was a fun year and one that the team will remember for a
long time.”

Girls’ Varsity Basketball
The Girls’ Varsity Basketball team ended the season with a 9-5 league record and
an overall record of 9-9. They finished in third place for the Niagara-Orleans League.
Eboni Taylor earned a spot on the All-League 1st Team scoring a career high 27 points.
All League Honorable Mention went to Sarah Papponetti, Kelsee Soule and Justice
Nauden. Eboni Taylor and Sarah Papponetti were selected as Exceptional Seniors.
Coach Price said; “Our entire team contributed a great deal this season. Our senior
leaders and captains were Papponetti, Taylor and Tanisha Moyer. This is a special group
of seniors that have contributed a lot to the basketball program, the community and to
their teammates. It was a pleasure to coach this group and they will be greatly missed.”

Albion Central School
Music Department Named
to “Best Communities
for Music Education”
for Sixth Time!
The NAMM Foundation recently announced
the results of its 14th annual survey for the “Best
Communities for Music Education.” For the sixth
year in a row, Albion Central School was included as
one of the top 307 school districts across the country.
The NAMM Foundation acknowledges schools and
districts across the United States for their commitment
and support of music education in schools. The
“Best Communities for Music Education” designation
affirms that a school district has demonstrated efforts toward maintaining music education
as part of the schools’ curriculum.
The announcement of the 2013 Best Communities for Music Education campaign comes
during a critical time as school districts across the nation struggle to finalize budgets.
NAMM Foundation Executive Director, Mary Luehrsen said; “Clearly districts that have been
designated as a ‘Best Community for Music Education’ have shown that music education is
important to both the district and to individual students. Music plays a vital role in student
success in school. Numerous studies have shown that learning to play music can boost other
academic and social skills and helps students to learn to
cooperate in a group setting.”
Albion Central School District’s Superintendent of Schools, Michael Bonnewell said;
“Six consecutive years the NAMM Foundation has selected Albion Central to receive this
designation! We are so proud of our students and educators. This designation comes as no
surprise to anyone who has attended a production, concert or recital. They are top notch!
The music and drama departments are able to bring out the natural talents of our students
and to showcase them very effectively. We couldn’t be happier!”
 	 The NAMM Foundation’s mission is to ensure that all children have access to quality
music education programs that encourage lifelong participation in music making. The
NAMM Foundation celebrates communities that are committed to providing access to music
education programs and bettering the lives of their students!

Albion Central School
Community Pool Hours
Effective May 1 - June 21, 2013
Adult Lap Swim

Mon. - Fri. • 5:30 - 7:20 a.m.
Family Swim

Mon. & Wed. 6 - 8 p.m. • Sat. 9 - 11 a.m.

Best-Selling Author and Former NFL Star,
Tim Green Delivers Message

JV Girls’ Basketball
The Girls’ JV Basketball team finished the season with a league record of 8-6 and an
overall record of 8-10. The top scorers for this season were Savannah Allen with 174
points and Sarah Metzler with 172 points. Coach Bennett said; “The whole team was
vital to our success. It was my esteemed pleasure to coach this group of seven amazing
girls. The way they handled adversity throughout the season was a true testament of
their character. I couldn’t be more proud of the way they came together. They are truly
an example of our school’s Mission, Vision and Value Statements here at ACS.”

Varsity Wrestling
The Varsity Wrestling team wrapped up the season with a 5th place finish in the
Niagara-Orleans League Tournament (2-4) and a 10-10 overall record. At the
tournament, Aaron Burnside placed 1st, Ed Narburgh, Aaron Mulroy and Kyle McGaffick
took 2nd place, Ed Wolfe placed 3rd, and Dylan Burkhardt earned 4th place.
Senior wrestlers were Greg Blank, J.J. Cooper, Ed Narburgh and Dylan Osborne.
Coach Piccirilli said; “Thanks to the leadership of this season’s upper class men,
the varsity wrestling team over achieved. With few standouts, many first time varsity
wrestlers and several missing weight classes, the varsity team was able to post a 10 win
10 loss record overall. This was ue to their hard work and ability to put the success of
the team first. Next season promises to return a large number of wrestlers with varsity
mat experience.”

JV Wrestling
The JV Wrestling team finished in 3rd place at the annual Holley Dual Meet. Key
contributors this year were Victor Vallejo Miller, Joe Burger, Riley Kelly, Merlin Moyer,
Austin Genno, Justyn Haines, Gerardo Solis and Gabe Rodriguez. Coach Uveino said;
“The team was great and wrestled well. They were always eager to learn and strived to
improve each and every day. They are a great group of young men.”

The LINK

Tim Green is currently the “New York Times” best-selling author of 14 suspense novels,
numerous books for young adults and a practicing attorney with Hiscock & Barclay. He is
also a former NFL Atlanta Falcons defensive end and Hall of Famer. Tim Green knows hard
work and dedication. On Mon., March 5, 2013, he came to Albion Middle School to talk to
students about just that! During his motivational presentation, he talked to students about
the many opportunities that education provides and the importance of reading. He said, “It
is incredible entertainment that I have always enjoyed. As an athlete, you have to train with
weights; reading is what I call exercise for the brain. Reading makes you stronger and better
mentally.”
He urged kids to put school first, to view success in terms of relationships instead of
fame and to display kindness toward others on a regular basis. The former football pro has
used his education, love of reading and athletic experiences to provide many opportunities
in his own life which he generously shares with others. Mr. Green travels extensively,
speaking at schools across the country using his unique background to inspire students
and to stress the importance of good character. He often waives his appearance fee and
encourages schools to use that money to buy books for students. In Albion, Mr. Green’s
donation helped make it possible for each student in attendance to receive a copy of his
book “Football Genius.” He also donated 20 copies of his latest release “Force Out” to both
the middle school and high school libraries.
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