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University at Buffalo Partners
with ACS to Inspire Students

Applications for the UPK program will be available beginning March 16, in the
Albion Elementary School and District Offices.
All completed applications are due May 1, 2015, by 4 p.m. Deliver application to
district offices.
Children must be 4 years old on or before Dec. 1, 2015.
To be eligible, students must reside in the Albion Central School District.
AM and PM sessions (9 - 11:30 a.m. and 1 - 3:30 p.m.).
Parents may not choose which session (AM or PM) their child attends.
Parents will be notified by mail of their child’s status for the Pre-Kindergarten
program.
There are 80 available slots for students. If there are more than 80 applicants, a
random lottery will take place.
In the event of the need for a lottery, students not “drawn” will be added to a wait
list and will be contacted if openings occur during the school year.

Spring Break 2015
Mon., March 30 - Mon. April 6
No school for students.

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registration for the Ronald L. Sodoma Elementary School will
be held on Wed., March 18, 2015, from 9 a.m. to noon.   The make-up date for
registration is March 25, 2015.
In order for a child to attend Kindergarten in September 2015, he or she must
be 5 years old on or before Dec. 1, 2015.  Your child’s original birth certificate is
required at registration time to verify birth date.
New York State Law requires that all children must be immunized against
Diphtheria, Pertussis (whooping cough), Tetanus, Rubella (measles), Rubella
(German measles), Mumps, Polio, Hepatitis B and Varicella (chickenpox) or
provide physician documentation of having had chickenpox.
NYS requires each child to have an “entry to school” physical. Physicals can be
accepted if they have been completed Sept 7, 2014 - Sept. 8, 2015.  If your child has
had a well-child physical within this time frame, ask your physician to complete a
health care appraisal form.
Kindergarten registration appointment letters will be sent out to district
families on the mailing list in early March.   If you are new to the district, or
have not received an appointment letter by March 15, 2015, please call the
Elementary School office at 589-2031 to get a registration appointment time for
your child.

(L-R): Mrs. Climenhaga (AHS Teacher), Dr. Stephen Koury (U.B.), Jennifer Cook (RAHEC) and Mr. DeJonge

The U.B. School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences has received a $1.1 million
dollar grant from the National Science Foundation.  This grant allows the University
to recruit and educate 30 area high school teachers with the intent of involving a total
of 150 high school students in a six-month-long bioinformatics research project.
Two Albion High School teachers (Mrs. Climenhaga and Mr. DeJonge) attended
a week-long training program in microbial genome annotation at U.B. last summer.  
They will then pass on their new skills to selected students in their classrooms, with
support from U.B. faculty and staff.  These teachers have great enthusiasm for the
sciences and have made this project available to interested students because of their
dedication.  
After being introduced to genetics and genomics, students will conduct Webbased research in microbial annotation using a bioinformatics tool kit from the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Joint Genome Institute.  Each teacher will lead a team of five
students who will research the gene of a marine bacterium Kytococcus sedentarius
which causes the skin disorder pitted keratosis in humans.
The goal of this project is to stimulate the interest of students in pursuing careers
in science and technology.  A.P. Biology teacher Sandy Climenhaga said, “This is a
great opportunity to expose our students to real science work that uses software
tools to analyze biological information.   The January-through-June project will
culminate in students presenting their work at a capstone symposium at U.B. in
June.”
This collaboration between the University and area high schools receives support
from the Rural Area Health Education Center.  Senior Program Coordinator Jennifer
Cooke said, “Our hope is to generate interest in health science-related jobs and
encourage students to pursue those educational fields.”  New jobs on the Buffalo
Niagara Medical Campus will likely require knowledge of biotechnology and
bioinformatics, an interdisciplinary field that uses software tools to store, retrieve,
organize and analyze biologic information. This collaboration will hopefully
encourage students to pursue these highly specialized job opportunities.

