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“Albion Strong” Continues Fight

The Albion Central School staff, family and friends once again gathered to
show their support for cancer victims, research and survivors. The team “Albion
Strong” participated in the “Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” walk at Watt
Farms on Oct. 24, 2015. Each building on the Albion Central School District
campus sponsored a dress-down day to benefit the American Cancer Society.
Together they raised $4,797. Albion junior, Emily Blanchard, walking in memory
of her grandmother, raised $3,010 by herself!
Team representatives Dawn Arnold and Kelly Wadhams said, “First and
foremost, we would like to thank you for your continued support! We had a huge
turnout for our ‘Albion Strong’ team at the walk. Much appreciation goes out
to those who joined us and to those who donated. Our Albion faculty and staff
family are truly amazing!”

Emergency School Closings
In the event school must be closed due to weather or emergency conditions,
announcements will be sent to the following stations prior to 7 a.m. unless there
are extenuating circumstances:

TELEVISION

RADIO		

WGRZ (TV 2)
WIVB
(TV 4)
WKBW (TV 7)
WROC (TV 8)
WHEC (TV 10)
WOKR (TV 13)
YNN Buffalo/Rochester
FOX Rochester

WHAM
WBEN
WBSU
WBEE
WDVI
WKGS
WVOR
WQBW

(1180 AM)			
WODX (107.3 FM)
(930 AM)
WBZA (98.9 FM)
(89.1 FM)
WCMF (96.5 FM)
(92.5 FM)		
WPXY (98.0 FM)
(100.5 FM) ESPN (95.7 FM)
(106.7 FM)
(102.3 FM)
(95.1 FM)

MULTIMEDIA OUTLETS
Batavia Newspaper Corp Online		
Democrat & Chronicle

OrleansHub.com
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Niagara-Orleans Athletic
League Honors

Pictured above are the honorees (l-r) Kelly Ricker, Robert Ord and Ann Capacci.

At the Niagara-Orleans Athletic League dinner three Albion faculty members
were recognized for their significant contributions to the League. Robert Ord
received the Niagara-Orleans Athletic League Foundation Award. Bob’s career
spanned 25 years as a physical education instructor and coach for a variety of
sports at Albion Central School. Athletic Director Randy Knaak said, “One of
Bob’s greatest contributions to the Albion athletic program was his tireless efforts
to help middle students make a connection with athletics. He is a kind man with
a passion for helping young people realize their true potential.” The foundation
award is bestowed annually to those individuals who had a significant impact on
local athletics.
Kelly Ricker was awarded the Niagara-Orleans Athletic League Distinguished
Service Award at the dinner. Kelly was recognized for her many years of service
to the Albion Swim Program. She began announcing and managing the scorer’s
table in 1989. This season marks her 27th year in this capacity. Knaak said,
"Kelly’s commitment to the program is second to none. She is truly appreciated
for her many efforts from year to year.”
Physical Education Instructor Anne Capacci was selected as the NiagaraOrleans League recipient of the Section VI Coaches Sportsmanship Award.
Knaack said, “Ann is a great role
model for her athletes when it comes
to sportsmanship. Throughout Ann’s
career her teams have been awarded
with “team sportsmanship” honors.
These honors are a reflection of
the positive impact she has on her
athletes. So it is most appropriate
that Ann is recognized this award.”
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Senior Football Players Recognize Educators

Staff members chosen on Teacher Appreciation Night.
Missing from photo Mr. Hughes, Mr. Owen and Mr. Dambra.

At the homecoming football game on Sept. 25, senior players had an
opportunity to choose a staff member that contributed to their success, both on
and off the field. Teacher Appreciation Night recognized 13 staff members that
were honored for their ability to impact students in a positive way. The educators
gathered to watch the East Aurora football game on a warm very beautiful fall
evening.
(#1) Kyle Smith selected Mrs. Sampson, (#7) Manwell Taylor chose Mrs.
Morales, (#10) Jacob Osbourne – Dr. Nichols, (#14) J.J. Downs – Mr. Hughes
& Mr. Ragonese, (#23) Tre Hart – Mr. Gannon, (#35) Tyler Rotoli – Mrs.
Newton, (#54) Austin Genno – Mr. Owen, (#56) Izzy Florentino – Mr. Kovaleski,
(#62) Tim Drake – Mr. Dambra, (#70) Mike Laine – Mrs. Wolcott, (#77) Nate
Trembley – Mr. Simboli, (#78) Dustin Weese – Mrs. McGaffick and #(81) Rick
Monroe – Miss Wemmer.
During the half time break, the names of each staff member and student was
announced and each educator was congratulated by Superintendent Bonnewell
and Athletic Director Knaak for making a difference in the lives of these senior
players!

The Star Behind the Star
By Abigale Wells, student correspondent

Connor is inside the plant, his legs and feet are the roots. He had to sit as still as possible through the
duration of the scene in order to keep the “tricks” a secret.

On Nov. 6 and 7, the Albion high school theater department preformed their
fall play, little shop of horrors, to a large crowd. People were in awe of how the
plant came to life. They wondered who played the plant and how they were able
to bring the plant to life.
The student responsible for bringing Audrey II to life on stage was Connor
Zicari. He had to play Audrey II at various stages of her development. Zach
Shaffer was the voice of Audrey II. Somehow, Connor and Zach made it all seem
so effortless.
When asked about his experience, Connor said, “It takes lots and lots of
practice. The six weeks that we practiced, each second was spent trying to sync
my movements with Zach’s voice.” That showed during the performance.
The plant truly brought life to the stage. There were many layers of material
used in order to hide the actors that were devoured by Audrey II. The numerous
layers caused excess heat inside the plant. Connor said, “One of the biggest
challenges of this role is dealing with the heat and sitting still for so long inside
the plant.”
Audrey II in many ways was the star of the show. Yet, Connor was never seen
by the audience. When asked if he wished he received more acknowledgment
for playing such a big role, he replied, “It doesn’t matter to me; It’s fun being the
plant so I’ll take that over being seen.”   
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Charles Howard Panel Highlighted at the
Seventh Annual Mount Albion Ghost Walk

This year’s ghost walk participants: tech crew, actors, tour guides, musicians, & singers.

The 7th annual Mount Albion Cemetery Ghost Walk highlighted a brandnew panel honoring Albion’s own Charles Howard, who was world renowned
for playing Santa Claus. Howard opened his Santa Claus School in 1937 and
then Christmas Park, which included many attractions and a toy shop. The park
attracted over 80,000 people each year. He was the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade Santa and a consultant on the movie Miracle on 34th Street. Howard’s
legacy continues to this day with his Santa School (now located in Michigan).
Students in the Advance Placement US History class designed the panel
after researching Charles Howard and his accomplishments. The class received
assistance and technical support from Ken McPherson and Bill Lattin, as well
as resources from Orleans County Historian, Matt Ballard. The panel highlights
Howard’s life and is located near his grave at Mount Albion Cemetery. The panel
was funded with proceeds from last year’s Ghost Walk.
This year’s Ghost Walk was
a huge success. More than 420
people attended the walk on Oct. 3.
Students portrayed famous people
from Albion’s past including:
• Shannan Broda (pictured
above) who played Sarah Harling
who nursed Robert Capstick, a Civil
War Veteran, back to health after
he returned from the War. He was
so grateful to her that he gave her a
George Washington button. He said
the button protected him during
the war. Harling’s descendants still
have the button.
• James Sheret, a WWI soldier
from Company F who died on
Sept. 29, 1918, while breaking
through the Hindenburg Line in
Rossnoy, France;
• Eugene Barnum, A WWII flying
ace who died in a mid-air collision.
• Alice Willson, who was murdered by her husband George. He was found
guilty and was the only man hanged in Orleans County (on the County
Courthouse grounds);
• Robert Canham, Orleans County’s oldest living Civil War Veteran (wearer of
the blue);
• John Rice, sheriff during the murder of Emma Hunt. He formed a posse that
captured her murderer, William Lake. Lake was one of the first people in NYS
to be executed by electrocution;
• Sidney Eddy, was a member of the Ambulance Corps in France during WWI
and after he founded Eddy Printing;
• David Jones, in partnership with his brother, Claudius, purchased the patent
for the delusion mouse trap. At one point, they were manufacturing 1,000
traps a day!
• Isaac Signor, Orleans County Judge who wrote the book, Landmarks of
Orleans County, which is still widely used today as a local history resource;
• C. Royce Sawyer, a 30-year member of the Dye Hose Company (Albion
Fire Department). As Fire Chief, he worked to have the entire company
motorized. Albion was the second department in NYS to become motorized.
New York City was the first;
• Jerome Gumaer, Civil War Soldier who was captured and spent five months
in Libby Prison;
• Emma Ingersoll, bequeathed the Ingersoll Fountain and bench, located near
the entrance of Mount Albion Cemetery, to the Village of Albion with the
stipulation that they must pay for the water to run the fountain;
• Robert Capstick, Civil War soldier;
• Charles Howard, world-renowned Santa Claus.
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