High School Students Attend Close Up Conference

ALBION

A group of Albion High School students traveled to Washington, D.C.
to participate in the national Close-Up conference.
This week-long conference is designed to give students an “inside
look at democracy in action.” Students come together from all across
the country to learn more about our government and history through
lectures, tours, debates and interactive workshops.
Students participate in a mock congress. Each student is assigned to
a student-led committee to participate in debates, decide if a bill should
be sent to the foor, vote on bills, and create amendments. Students
meet with members of the House of Representatives and senate. They
visit notable monuments and Capitol Hill.
They also found time to meet with Albion Alum Sarah Brown Dirkes
(AHS Class of 2005). Dirkes is the Executive Director of Industry
Relations for the American Farm Bureau and always makes time to
meet Albion students during their trip to Washington.
The week is an eye opening experience for the students as they see
how our government process works at the federal level.
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Albion Central School Music Department
Named “Best Communities for Music Education”
TWELFTH Consecutive Year

Pictured in the front row (l-r): Avalina Hand, Laiken Ricker, Mariah
Plain, Pedro Santiago, Mr. Gannon. Back row: David Baldassarre,
Harrison Brown, Cody Wilson and Conner Hollenbeck.

Kovaleski Named Male Swimmer of the Year by N-O Athletic League
The Niagara-Orleans Athletic League named varsity swim team captain Matthew Kovaleski as their
Male Swimmer of the Year.
Coach Burroughs said, “Matthew is one of the swim program’s most decorated swimmers. He is a
tremendous worker and leader.”
Matt was undefeated in every dual meet event as well as at All-League and the Section VI Class C
meet. His swimming accomplishments are:
• Four 1st place fnishes at Niagara-Orleans All-League swim meet: 200 Medley Relay ~ 50 Freestyle
~ 100 Breaststroke ~ 400 Freestyle Relay
• Four 1st place fnishes at the Class C Sectionals: 200 Medley Relay (City Honors Pool Record) ~ 50
Freestyle ~ 100 Breaststroke (City Honors Pool Record) ~ 400 Freestyle Relay (City Honors Pool
Record)
• Sectional Qualifer: 6th Place 200 Medley Relay ~ 6th Place 100 Breaststroke
• Re-set the 100 Breaststroke school record 5 meets in a row with a time of 1:04.56!
• 200 Freestyle Relay Team – 1:32.46 (school record)

End of the School Year Events
May 27...................... No School, Memorial Day
June 17..................... Last Student Day in High School
June 19 & 20............ Kindergarten Graduation in MS. Aud, 5:30 p.m.
June 24 & 25............ Early Dismissal (MS @ 10:15 a.m., ES @ 11:15 a.m.)
June 24 .................... 5th Grade Moving Up Day (MS Auditorium at 5:30 p.m.)
June 25 .................... Last Student Day for Elementary and Middle School Students
June 28 .................... Graduation at 7 p.m., HS Gymnasium
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Pictured: Jillian LeBaron, Victoria Ramos Perez and Grace Nesbitt.

Pictured: High School students perform
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever…The Musical!”

The Elementary School’s Student Leadership Council (SLC)
conducted a “Pennies for Patients” fundraising drive for the WNY
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. This organization works with
cancer patients in the Western New York area to improve the
quality of life for patients and their families.
SLC collected $2,153 in pennies and loose change from
students, staff, parents and community members. SLC members
Jillian LeBaron and Grace Nesbitt stood out as going “above and
beyond” to make the program a success. They could be counted
on every day to make announcements, give classroom reminders
about the collection, and make the rounds picking up change from
classrooms.
Victoria Ramos Perez, a second-grade student, reached out
to the community for support. With her mother by her side, she
stood outside Save-A-Lot and asked for donations in memory of
her grandfather, who passed away from cancer. Victoria said, “I
want to fnd a cure for cancer and saw this as a way to help.”
Victoria surpassed her $100 goal and raised almost $120 thanks to
the generosity of our community.

For twelve consecutive years the Albion Central School District
has received national recognition by NAMM Foundation as one of
their “Best Communities for Music Education.” Only 623 school
districts in the country share this honor for their commitment to
and support of music education.
Superintendent of Schools Michael Bonnewell said, “We
are pleased to be recognized by NAMM for what our community
knows well through their attendance at any Albion concert, show,
or other performance: our music program is vibrant, talented and
well supported by our community.”
The NAMM Foundation acknowledges outstanding efforts
by teachers, administrators, parents, students and community
leaders that work together to guarantee that music education is
part of the school curriculum and accessible to all students.
The Foundation’s mission is to ensure that all children have
access to quality music education programs that encourage
lifelong participation in music making. The “Best Communities
for Music Education” designation for the past twelve years affrms
those efforts.

** Spring Concerts & Marching Band Events **
Celebrate with us! Join our students for any of the following spring music department events.
All concerts are at 7:00 p.m. in the Middle School Auditorium unless otherwise noted.

May 11
May 18
May 15
May 23
May 27

Marching Band @ Lilac Festival Parade
Marching Band @ Seneca Falls Pageant of Bands
Grades 3 & 4 Chorus/Band Concert
5th grade Chorus/Band Concert
Marching Band @ Albion’s Memorial Day
Parade, 10am

May 31
June 1
June 4
June 8
June 11
June 13

HS Talent Showcase
Marching Band @ Nunda
MS Band/Chorus Concert
Marching Band @ Strawberry Festival
HS Band Concert
HS Chorus Concert

Celebrating FFA Week

A Message from the
Superintendent Michael
Bonnewell…
Spring may have finally arrived—as have a variety of spring
events at ACS. Spring sports, music programs, honor societies,
and service-learning projects are plentiful this season. We will
soon celebrate our students and their successes this year with a
variety of awards programs, class celebrations, and graduations.
At the same time as we celebrate this year, we are preparing for the
next with budget development, kindergarten and prekindergarten
registrations which welcomed our newest Purple Eagles, and
Middle and High School student course selection for next year.
The 2019-2020 proposed school budget, a bus purchase
proposition, and two Board of Education seats will all be voted
on during the May 21 annual election. Voters can learn more at
the Public Hearing on May 14 at 7 p.m. in the High School LGI, in
the budget booklet distributed in the Pennysaver, and on-line at
www.albionk12.org.
There is much to celebrate at Albion Central! While the
website and this publication provide details of many events,
the real experience needs to be felt in person. Do not miss the
opportunity to see the talents of our students at their concerts,
celebrate their successes at our many awards and recognition
ceremonies, witness their commitment to others in their service
learning projects, or cheer them on at a baseball or softball game,
a tennis match, or a track and field meet. Better yet, do each of
these. You will share my pride in our Purple Eagles when you see
what our students do!

ACS Welcomes New School Business Official

FFA members celebrated FFA week (April 15-19) with special
events each day leading up to the popular mini animal farm. The
FFA team transformed the Ag shop into a full-blown mini farm
complete with tractors, calves, alpaca, peacock, piglets, rabbit,
puppy, ducklings, chicks, guinea pig and even a hedgehog.

Holding a baby chick.

Many thanks to Panek and Kast Farms for loaning several tractors,
Cornell Cooperative Extension for loaning animal pens, Poverty
Hill Farms for loaning calves, Heather and Pete Saeva for chicken
eggs that the FFA members hatched, and all of the students who
brought in their animals.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emily Harling: peacock and alpaca
Ally Knaak: hedgehog
Paige Derisley: guinea pig
Seth and Olivia Krenning: piglets
Miriah McDaniels: goats
Alexis Bentley: black lab puppy
Lindsey Mann: rabbit

Mr. Derek Vallese has joined the Albion Central School District
as the School Business Offcial and District Clerk. He replaced
Shawn Liddle, who retired on March 29.
Mr. Vallese is a native of Newfane. He is a graduate of
Niagara University where he completed a Masters in Business
Administration with a concentration in Accounting. He later
attended University at Buffalo and completed a Masters in
Education with a concentration in Educational Leadership and
Policy.
He brings solid professional experience to the position. For the
past fve years he was the District Treasurer at Newfane Central
School District and prior to that, an auditor/tax preparer for a
public accounting frm.
When asked why he wanted to work at ACS he said, “I chose
Albion because my background and childhood align with the needs
of this district and I believe my experience will have a positive
impact on the students and community. I will work to ensure that
Albion students have the programs and resources necessary to
succeed once they graduate.”

Community Organizations Assist ServiceLearning Students with Alms House Panel

Orleans DAR Regent Penny Nice is pictured with Tim Archer.

Orleans County DAR Regent Penny Nice joins Albion Middle
School Service Learning and Citizenship teacher Tim Archer
following a presentation he gave to the group on the former
Orleans County Alms House.
The classes are researching the 250 names recorded as being
buried on the grounds; most with no marker at all, or a simple
stone with a number.
County Historian Matt Ballard has been helping the classes
locate and study newly found primary source documents.
The students hope to have an interpretive panel erected on the
site this spring listing the long forgotten names.
The DAR generously donated $750 toward the project. The
Orleans County Historical Association also donated $500 towards
the panel project.

SLC Thanks Sheriff’s Department

Olivia and Seth Krenning with their piglets.

FFA CHICKEN BBQ
Tuesday, May 21 • 4:30-7 p.m. (or until sold out)
Cost: $10. Tickets can be purchased at the
high school or through FFA members.
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Student Leadership Club (SLC) members enjoyed listening to
Sheriff Bower share his experience as a leader of our community.
Students were able to hear about different jobs the Orleans
County Sheriff’s Offce has to offer such as deputies, dispatchers,
and investigators. They asked Sheriff Bower many questions
about his career and his daily duties.
To honor the hard work of the Sheriff’s Offce, SLC students
made a hand print banner, made cards of appreciation and flled a
bucket with treats that correlated with strengths this organization
holds.
At left, Sheriff Bower accepts a basket of thank you cards and
treats from SLC members.
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Winter Scholar Athletes

Family Literacy Night and Empty Bowls

At the end of each sports season, the New York State Athletic Association honors those teams and individuals that excel in the classroom.
This past winter three of Albion High School’s varsity teams earned scholar athlete team recognition: Boys Swimming, Girls Swimming and
Girls Basketball. In addition, several individuals whose team did not qualify for the team award qualifed for an individual award.

Rotary Interact Hosts Exchange Student
Panel Discussion

Seventh graders help at the Empty Bowls table

The boys’ swim team had
a composite score of 93.132.

The girls’ swim team had
a composite score of 93.031.

Bottom row (l-r): Matt Kovaleski, Josh DePoty, Jacob Coolbaugh,
Sam Williams. Row 2: Bryce Wilson, Zachary Olles, Dallas Ecker,
Thomas Furmanski, Ryan Krenning, Presley Smith. Back row:
Jeffrey Brown, Chase Froman, Devin Olles, Dyllan Beach, Ben
Hickman. Absent from photo: Harrison Brown, Cameron Ecker,
Zach Kilner, Jacob Foote, Andrew Slack, Declan McCue.

Bottom row (l-r): Michaela Pantano, Amber Baxter, Angelica
Genno. Top row: Rylee Pearles, Emily Harling, Sierra Kast, Laiken
Ricker, Brittney Lamb.

The second annual Family Literacy Night combined forces
with the 11th annual Empty Bowls event. More than 100 middle
school students and their families attended the event.
Every participant visited different “stations” set up by students
and staff. The gymnasium was set up as an escape room. Students
were very engaged in the process of trying to answer all of the
clues and “escape!”
An information station was set up for students to stop by and
fnd their Lexile scores. The Lexile score measures a student’s
reading ability. Students chose a free book that was within their
Lexile range.
The ATA (Albion Teacher Association) was on hand to give
away additional books to some of the younger siblings that
attended with their families.
The Empty Bowls event raised money for Community Action’s
Food Pantry. Seventh graders made pottery bowls that were sold
for $5. They also made origami cubes and placed a special note
inside the cube thanking people for purchasing a bowl for a good
cause. Over the last 11 years, students have raised over $9,000 for
the food pantry.
The Family Literacy Night is sponsored by the Title 1 program.
Empty Bowls is sponsored by the service-learning program.

Rotary exchange students pose with Albion Interact students after the
panel discussion.

The Albion High School Interact club hosted a panel discussion
for area Interact groups from Holley, Akron, Lockport and Genesee
County.
The panel consisted of Rotary exchange students from Italy,
Australia, Germany, Venezuela and Amsterdam. They spoke about
their experiences as exchange students and why they decided to
participate in the program.
They also shared similarities and differences with their
education system and ours, extra-curricular activities, food,
shopping, entertainment, culture, and general perceptions of
their experiences in the USA.
All of the exchange students felt the program is a worthwhile
experience and they seem very open to trying anything and
everything while here. They participate in athletics, theater,
guitar lessons, and skiing. Many had never before experienced
our winter weather or snow days and weren’t adequately prepared
for the weather!
The panel was a way for the Interact clubs and their advisors
to meet, share ideas, coordinate activities, and gain a more global
perspective from the exchange students.
This event was so well received that the Interact advisors will
continue to meet annually.

SAVE THE DATE!
Board of Education Policy Reviews

The girls’ basketball team had
a composite score of 91.936.

Individual athletes for boys’
basketball and wrestling.

Bottom row (l-r): Sierra Newton, Brylie Hapeman, Sydney Mulka,
Kirsten Struble. Top row: Kendall Derisley, Abbie Pappalardo,
Paige Derisley, Tess Pettit. Absent from photo: Natalie Lathrop.

Pictured in the front row: Bryce Pritchard, Ellwood Hafner,
Adrian Kingdollar, Cody Wilson. Row 2: Michael DiCureia, Austin
Aman, Angel Cruz Cruz. Top row: Zachary Albright, Bryce Kelly,
Alexander Hafner. Absent from photo: Cole Spierdowis, Cameron
Bell, Tyler Goslau.
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Students enjoyed selecting a book to take home.

WHAT:

Code of Conduct Policy Review &
Title 1 Parent Engagement Policy Review

WHEN:

July 8, 2019

TIME:

6:00 p.m.

PLACE:

Elementary School Conference Room A

The Board of Education will review the updated Code of Conduct
and the Title 1 Parent Engagement Policies. The community is
invited to attend.
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National Honor Society Inducts New Members

National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony

Newly inducted NHS members sitting (l-r): Damian Wilson, Casey Starkweather, Avalina Hand, Angelica Genno, Angel Rosario Soto, Sierra Newton,
Alexis Creasey, Ella Knaak, and Lacey Standish. Standing: Bryce Pritchard, Daniel Grabowski, Thomas Furmanski, Chase Froman, Susan He, Ashlyn
LeBaron, Laiken Ricker, Brooklynn Reed, Mariah Plain, Molly Wadhams, Abigail Tucker, Loren Beam, Katelyn Spierdowis, Jocelyn Bedard.

New inductees are pictured in the front row (l-r): Hailey Warren, Hady Beltran Roblero, Jacqueline Santiago Garcia, Julia Fuller, Lucy Rivers, S’Koi
Sanders-Smith, Gina Sidari, Jason Anstey, Jonah Karnyski. Back row: Finnegan McCue, Alison Gibson, Kelsey Froman, Dylan Narburgh, Maia Pate,
Danielle Wyant, Kayla Burgio, Mia Olles, Ella Papponetti, Meganne Moore, Sarah Thom, Jett Conn, Abigail Mancuso.

On April 4, 2019, twenty-three new members were inducted
into the Albion High School National Honor Society. These
members met the criteria set forth by NHS of scholarship, service,
leadership and character. The new inductees were welcomed by
current members.
NHS member Trinity Allen introduced English teacher Kristin
Roche as the 2019 Excellence in Teaching Award winner. Mrs.
Roche shared with the audience that she is a “story seeker” and
believes there is power is sharing our stories. She sees student
writing flled with triumph, perseverance and strength. She
acknowledged that students are not often given a platform to
have their voices heard but she believes their voices are shaping
the future. She encouraged NHS students to “step outside of
your comfort zone and embrace your own journey, whatever
and wherever it may lead,” and to share stories of hardship and
triumph because it “just might be exactly what some other sweet
soul needs to hear.”
The NHS members also took time to recognize staff members
who exemplifed the organization’s ideals of Scholarship, Service,
Leadership and Character.
Sixth grade English teacher Lee Sheehan received the
Character Award from NHS member Kirsten Struble. Kirsten said,
“Students gravitate towards Mrs. Sheehan because she is a very
understanding and easy person to talk to. Mrs. Sheehan wants
her students to be successful and life-long learners. Her favorite
part of teaching is when she will see a student have that lightbulb
moment where maybe they had been struggling with reading and
then suddenly start using strategies without being prompted.”
High School English teacher Mrs. Roxanne Bieler received the
Scholarship Award from NHS member Harrison Brown. Harrison
said, “Mrs. Bieler has impacted the lives of many with her
outstanding ability to teach. She goes above and beyond in making
sure that her students know their material and truly understand
the connections that they need to make. She is willing to go the
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extra mile to help any student that may be struggling.”
Guidance offce secretary Elisha Hill received the Leadership
Award from NHS member Matthew Kovaleski. Matthew said, “As
seniors we fnd ourselves visiting the guidance offce quite often.
We stop in to get assistance as we apply to our colleges, seek out
scholarship opportunities and make sure we are on track with
everything we need for graduation. Every time we open that door
to the guidance offce, Mrs. Hill is there greeting us with a smile
and offering a helping hand with what we need as we prepare for
this next journey of our lives. It is evident that Mrs. Hill takes
pride in helping students progress and grow. ”

On April 10, 2019 the National Junior Honor Society welcomed
in 22 new members and recognized current members.
Mrs. Castricone, the NJHS Advisor, commended current
members for their commitment to service. In total, members
performed 470 hours of service in school and their community.
They rang bells for Salvation Army, participated in Christmas
caroling, tutored elementary school students and provided service
in local churches. Several current members were recognized with
service pins. To receive a service pin a member must perform 25
or more hours of community service and turn in signed reports by
their supervisor. These students are: Nicholas Andrews, Natalie
Bertsch, Clara Bolton, Hailey Crawford, Dallas Ecker, Amari Jones,
Javon Jones, Vincent Molisani, Audrey Pask, Corleone Plain and
Andrew Uderitz.

Sixth grade English teacher Mrs. Bonnie Baldwin was the
guest speaker. She congratulated the students on their hard work
and dedication. She told them every person has a story to tell and
the potential to make their mark on others.

➤ ➤ ➤ MORE FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL!
New members take the NJHS pledge.

Newly inducted NHS member Loren Beam signs the register.

Mr. Tim Archer received the Service Award from NHS member
Tess Pettit. Mr. Archer leads sixth grade citizenship and seventh
grade service-learning classes. He is also the high school Rotary
Interact Advisor. Tess said, “Mr. Archer helps students seek
out service opportunities and to value their role as citizens. He
decided to become a teacher because he saw teaching as a great
opportunity to infuence our community for the better for the
generations to come.”
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The current 2018-2019 NHS members are pictured. Seated (l-r): Emma
Mathes, Madison Narburgh, Tess Pettit, Trinity Allen, Kirsten Struble, Chantel
VanDeGenachte, Brylie Hapeman, Natalie Lathrop, McKenna Boyer. Standing:
Alexa Adams, Marie Reynolds, Hannah VanEpps, Malory Adams, Kaylyn Holman,
Kirk Ellison, Evan Allen, Harrison Brown, Enoch Martin, Matthew Kovaleski,
Jessy Cruz, Devin Olles, Jace Conn, Jacob Ettinger. Absent: Jessica Schleede.

New members S’Koi Sanders-Smith and Jacqueline Santiago Garcia sign the
registry book as current member Clara Bolton looks on.
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