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Collecting for Community

Students, staff participate in food drives as the holidays draw near

National Junior Honor Society members Dillion DiGiulio and Seth Krenning help to load the donations into the Community Action truck.

If there is anything positive to come out of the pandemic, it’s the way that communities continue to show up and
support each other; Albion is a prime example.
This past month, the High School and Middle School students have been collecting non-perishable donations in one
of many food drives for Community Action.
Service Learning Teacher Tim Archer says it all started 14 years ago.
“My High School Interact Club students started volunteering at Food Link in Rochester,” Archer said. “It is a large
warehouse that stores donated food items and then distributes them to the many Western New York food banks, including Community Action of Genesee and Orleans.”
It wasn’t long before Archer began taking his seventh-grade Service Learning students to Food Link and, eventually...
See COLLECTING, Page 2

Students celebrate hometown heroes

Despite the changes and challenges COVID-19 has brought this year, students across the Albion Central School District
took a moment to celebrate all of our veterans.
Throughout the Elementary School, students have been learning about what it means to be a veteran and writing letters to
our local heroes, thanking them for their service.
Third grade teacher Danielle Cammarata spearheaded the letter-writing effort.
“Many of our students have family members in the Army, Navy, Marines and Air Force right now, so this project is extra
meaningful to them,” Cammarata said. “The letters will warm many hearts.”
It’s not only the students who have family serving but many of the faculty as well. Sixth grade teacher Cathy Schmitt put
together a slideshow to honor any staff member that is a veteran or has a veteran family member.
“We usually play it in classes so the students can make connections with their teachers,” Schmitt said. “It includes the family...

See VETERANS, Page 3
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Albion students make a difference by giving back
COMMUNITY from Page 1

Ella Trupo and MacKenzie Snook after announcing the food drive.

Eighth grader Lucas Powley brought in four bags of donations.

...to Community Action to see the whole process.
“About 10 years ago my Service Learning classes began packing holiday baskets at Community Action for needy families in the area,” Archer said.
Five years later, National Junior Honor Society Advisor Lisa Castricone and
her students joined Archer, collecting donations for this food drive.
“NJHS is an academic group aimed at providing members an introduction
into community service,’” Castricone said. “Hopefully, this opportunity turns
into them contributing to their community for years to come.”
This year, one of the main challenges has been figuring out how to collect
and donate the goods in a safe manner.
“Holidays are always a difficult time for families,” Castricone said. “But this year
could be even more challenging if families have been impacted by COVID-19.”
As this drive comes to a close, the annual FFA Holiday Food Drive is preparing to ramp up.
“Last year the FFA raised over 35,000 pounds of food to donate to Community Action - the goal this year is to beat that,” current Albion FFA Advisor
Betsy Krenning said. “Our officers are currently contacting farmers and businesses, collecting donations.”
This year, the FFA Food Drive is planned for Saturday, Dec. 12.
“All of these activities help our students appreciate the many blessings we
enjoy,” Archer said. “It provides an opportunity to help others who are less
fortunate -- including some of their fellow classmates.”

Navigating tricky technology

With many still adjusting to hybrid and remote learning, there have been many questions regarding some of the new technology.
Currently, everyone is using a Chromebook to help them navigate this school year. Computer Teacher Megan McDonald says
that while some people may be experiencing some computer troubles, the solution is fairly simple: the Chromebooks need to be
shut down daily to keep them secure and trouble-free!
“It’s simple and easy, yet a lot of people just put their Chromebook to sleep so they don’t have to wait for the Chromebook to
power back up when they need to use it,” McDonald said.
However, powering up the Chromebooks is crucial as it is an essential part of their security system.
While powering the computers down takes care of some of the problems, navigating the new programs used in online-learning is
another challenge.
Luckily, eighth-grader Nick Prest has been helping his fellow students out. Prest was asked by his English teacher Chris Keller to
create “How to” videos for his peers, guiding them through the program.
“The pandemic is a bad situation,” Keller said. “But the technology we are learning is revolutionizing our teaching. I plan on
incorporating more videos and my real goal is to have the kids create learning experiences to share with the class.”
Both instructors say communication is key.
“The really powerful aspect of technology is the ability to communicate 24 hours/7 days a week,” Keller said. “We have PowerSchool for communicating academic progress, email and Google Meet for asking questions and getting extra support, and tools
like Google Classroom for creating really robust remote learning experiences.”
While Nick’s videos are currently only available on Keller’s Schoology page, McDonald’s instructional video and some additional
tips and tricks for when your technology is acting up can all be found on albionk12.org.
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Heroes celebrated, remembered despite pandemic restrictions
VETERANS from Page 1

....member’s name, their branch of service and some other information they sent to me.”
Cammarata says it is important to keep these traditions alive.
“It’s really important to give thanks for the time, energy and dedication veterans have
given to our country,” Cammarata said. “I want the children to know and understand
the sacrifices that they made to make it possible for all of us to live in this country and
embrace the freedoms they fought for us.”
Normally, the letters are sent out around the holidays, this is the first year they’ll be
sent out on Veterans Day. They’ve received 192 letters.
“I think the performance and letters will let the community members know how
much we appreciate and respect all that they have done for us,” Cammarata said. “It’s a
small gesture, but hopefully it will bring a smile to those who have served.”
Elementary Band teacher Lindsey Almeter agrees, saying that while this will be her
students’ first Veterans Day performance, it is the perfect time to celebrate and connect
with the school community.
“We were just looking for opportunities for students to still get to celebrate, perform
on their instruments and connect with the community during a time where that connection is harder to make,” Almeter said. “[We] decided that Veteran’s Day would be
a wonderful chance to encompass all of those goals and the students have been very
excited about sharing the work they’ve been doing.”
The Elementary School’s performance was pre-recorded and played over the
morning announcements.
According to Band Director Michael Thaine, the High School Music Department has
held a concert in early November for over four decades.
“For several years in the ‘90s and early 2000’s it was held on the evening of Election
Day,” Thaine said. “In 2009, we moved the annual concert to the evening prior to Veterans Day, where it’s been ever since.”
The event is a celebration of our nation’s veterans through American music, by
American composers.
“Music has played such an important role in this country’s history,” Thaine said. “It
only makes sense for us to honor our veterans through music.”
While the pandemic has caused some limitations, including very limited rehearsal
time, partial ensembles, and restrictions on public gatherings, the High School Music
Department came up with an abbreviated virtual presentation. The program included
some music, and featured interviews with several veterans connected to our High School
community.
“It’s become a loved community tradition over the years, and our veterans deserve
to know that, despite the necessary focus on pandemic precautions and those logical
complexities, their service and sacrifices are still appreciated and not overlooked,”
Thaine said.
The letters were posted around Albion in Dunkin’, The Village House, Save A Lot
and Tops.
The 2020 High School Virtual Veterans Day Program can be found on the district’s
YouTube channel.

Adelaide practicing for the Veterans Day recording.

Letters created by students for local veterans.

High School students practicing for the program.

Students rehearsing for the virtual performance.
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November Leadership &
Character Award winners

ReGroup text alert system
Many of our families have requested to be
included in our text alert system.
If you are already signed up, there is no
need to change anything, but if you have
not signed up for this system you can do so
by visiting albionk12.regroup.com/signup
or by finding the “Regroup” location under
the Directory tab on the district website.
We use this alert system to notify you of
significant announcements that get placed
on the website.
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COVID-19 updates
Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
local and state COVID-19 guidelines are
constantly changing, and we’re changing
with them. Stay up-to-date on the latest
changes on the district website at
www.albionk12.org/updates

Pictured from left: Character Award winner Nick Prest and Leadership Award winner Cassie Brown.

Board of Education Meetings
In light of COVID-19 there will be no
public attendance at Board meetings for the
foreseeable future.
Meetings will be broadcast live on the
Albion Central School District YouTube
page. The meetings are also available to view
after the live broadcast ends.
To share comments at the Board of
Education meetings, email your comment
to boepublicforum@albionk12.org. The
email must include your name, which will
be read, as well as your address, the name
of any organization you represent, and
whether you have children in the Albion
Central schools.
Emails that meet the required conditions will be read, with your name, to the
Board on your behalf by the District Clerk
during the Board meeting. All Public
Forum emails must be received one hour
prior to the meeting.
Find meeting agendas, and the link
to the district YouTube channel on the
district website under District, then Board
of Education.

Two students from Albion’s Carl I. Bergerson Middle School were presented with
awards during the Board of Education meeting this month.
While the meeting was held virtually, a pre-recorded video aired of Middle School
Principal Brad Pritchard officially presenting eighth-graders Cassie Brown and Nick
Prest with their awards.
“Cassie Brown was nominated for the Leadership Award because she is viewed in our
building as someone who is conscientious, diligent and overall just a pleasant person
who people love to be around,” Pritchard said.
The principal explained that Brown does the Middle School morning announcements because her “bubbly personality helps get everyone’s day off to a good start.”
“Cassie consistently demonstrates her leadership qualities by always being pleasant
and respectful to everyone,” Pritchard said. “She is always smiling in her eyes (and
under her mask).”
Nick Prest, also in eighth grade, received the BOE Character Award.
“He is a voracious reader and very diligent with his schoolwork,” Pritchard said. “Nick
has stood out to his teachers this year for the outstanding job he has done managing the
remote learning model. He not only keeps up with the learning, he stays ahead.”
Prest has also taken it upon himself to create “How To” videos for his classmates in
an effort to help them navigate programs frequently used in class.
“Nick assists his classmates when they struggle and genuinely wants to help all of his
peers be successful,” Pritchard said.
Both students truly value everyone, everywhere, every day. Congratulations!
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Student selected for All-State Chorus
Albion Central School is thrilled to announce that Emily Mergler, a 12th
grader at Charles D’Amico High School, has been selected for the New
York State School Music Association’s (NYSSMA) All-State Mixed Chorus.
This year, 2,500 students from high schools all across New York State
auditioned for the limited spots in this elite ensemble. Less than 200 made
the final choir.
This honor is the result of Mergler’s musical ability, commitment, hardwork, and attention to detail. As you might expect, Mergler is heavily
involved in both the vocal and instrumental music programs at AHS. She
participates in Mixed Choir, Chamber Singers, All-County Chorus, Concert Band, Flute Choir and All-County Band.
AHS music teachers Connor Doran and Michael Thaine are both extremely
proud of Mergler.
“This is a wonderful honor for both Emily and our school. Her
leadership and musicianship in the Albion Choirs has prepared her for this
state-wide opportunity,” Doran said. “We would be remiss if we did not acknowledge the choral program, built by Mr. Gary Simboli, of which Emily
greatly benefited from. We are excited to watch Emily grow and blossom as
a choral musician!”
Due to pandemic restrictions and precautions, NYSSMA is not able to
assemble the All-State musicians to rehearse and perform at the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester this year, as usual. Instead, the All-State musicians will gather in a virtual format and record the 2020 Virtual All-State
Concert. Congratulations, Emily!
Emily Mergler (right) & Choir Director Connor Doran (left).

Music Department Updates
•

Jazz Ensemble will be meeting virtually as a club on Wednesday evenings. Students, let Mr. Thaine know if you’d like a
link to the meetings!

•

Marching band will start back up, virtually, after winter break - stay tuned for more details!

•

Currently, NYSPHSAA has the football season scheduled to start in the spring. Pep band will be revisted at that time.

•

Chamber ensembles including Brass Ensemble, Flute Choir, Clarinet Choir, Percussion Ensemble and Sax Ensemble
are all on hold for now.

•

As options for theater and show activities are still being discussed, more information on Pit Orchestra will be available
as soon as decisions are made!
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Society
ceremony
Albion High School inducted 27 students into National Honor Society this fall. The event looked a little different this year, due to COVID-19 safety restrictions, and was held as a drive-thru ceremony. Inductees signed-up for
timeslots and arrived in approximately 5-minute intervals, walking with their family to the front entrance of the high
school for the outdoor ceremony.
After saying the NHS Pledge and signing the membership book, the students received their NHS membership pin
and certificate.
The new members were welcomed into NHS by National Honor Society Advisor Suzanne Newton and Albion
High School Principal Jennifer Ashbery. The 2020 inductees included Ashley Ames, Jylees Bermudez, Sarah Brace,
Aubrey Boyer, Aisha Drisdom, Logan Dumrese, Bryne Dysard, Gina Fox, Alexa Grandy, Alanna Holman, Sierra Kast,
Skylar Lonnen, Nolberto Martinez Mayo, Quinn McCue, Emily Mergler, Olivia Morrison, Melissa Robinson, Christopher Shabazz, Madalynn Snook, Colburn Spierdowis, Brittany Spies-Hunt, Claire Squicciarini, Annalise Steier,
Chelsea Tucker, Saleya Williams, Samuel Williams and Faith Woody.
Despite the changes to the ceremony, Newton says she was really happy with it went.
“Although I would have loved to have our traditional ceremony with all of us together, this was the next best
thing,” Newton said. “These students have worked so hard through their high school careers and I was happy that we
could recognize them along with their family members who joined them to celebrate their accomplishments.”
Originally, there were 30 inductees who were to be welcomed into NHS this past April. However, due to the pandemic, three of the recipients were inducted early as they were seniors and had to enter the society before they graduated in June. Those students were Cody Wilson, Jack Finley and David Baldassarre.
In order to join, inductees needed to meet the criteria, set by NHS, for their scholarship, service, leadership and character.
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ACSD announces D.A.R. Good Citizen

Ashley Ames, a senior at Albion High School, is the winner of the 2020
Daughters of the American Revolution Good Citizens Award.
The award recognizes a student who “possesses the qualities of dependability, service, leadership and patriotism.”
Senior Class Advisor Kathy Winans explained the process, saying teachers
nominate three potential seniors before the senior class votes on the winner.
Social Studies teacher Joshua Green has known Ames for almost two years
and says she is a true representation of the district’s misson of “Achievement,
Character, and Success for Life,” going hand and hand with the qualifications of a DAR recipient.
“Ashley is among the most driven, passionate and insightful students I
have ever had the pleasure of working with,” Mr. Green said. “She is the
definition of dependable, always pushing herself and others to grapple with
complex topics and to move beyond the most obvious answer.”
After getting to know her over the last four years, English teacher Sawyer Green
says Ames understands what it means to be a role model for her classmates.
“She is committed to helping her fellow students, mentoring new Student
Council members and challenging others in class discussions to expand their
perspectives,” Mrs. Green said. “Ashley helped to facilitate a canned food
drive last year and has encouraged philanthropic pursuits during Student
Council. She is a fierce warrior for social justice, not only through her writing but through her actions.”
For the last two years, Ames has served as Student Council President, committing
herself to the Albion community.
“Her character is one of conviction and empathy, as she demonstrates leadership and maturity beyond her years,” Mrs. Green said. “In the classroom,
Ashley is driven, contentious and curious. She works hard to be a better...

Ashley Ames winner of the 2020 DAR Award.

...student than she was yesterday. She
is dependable, modest, steadfast and
resolute, always triple-checking her
work, but also taking risks to expand
her own perspectives.”
In other words, Ames understands
what it means to be a good citizen.
“A good citizen is not content with
the way things are but sees a better
world for the future and takes steps confidently and boldly in that direction,”
Mrs. Green said. “Ashley has not only
started walking in this direction, but she
has brought many others with her.”
In December, Ames will be receiving
a DAR Good Citizen pin, certificate
and wallet recognition card during an
award ceremony.
Currently, she has the chance to enter the DAR Scholarship Contest. Her
entry will be evaluated and the winning
entry will advance through both state
and national levels of judging.
Congratulations and best of luck!

Ames (second from left) at the Student Council’s Polar Express screening for elementary students (Dec.2019).
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Alanna Holman

Sam Williams

Nate Olmstead

VARSITY XC
SENIOR DAY

Melissa Robinson

Josh Depoty
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Students make more than 600 masks for
ACSD, Albion community

In a year filled with unprecedented challenges, two classes are working to make their
school and their community a better place.
Two Life Skills classes, one at Albion High
School the other at the Middle School, have
been working to create unique face masks for
their classmates, peers teachers and members
of the Albion community.
Shari Berg, a teacher at Albion Middle
School, says the program is the brainchild of Albion High School teacher Kathy
Winans. According to Berg, it all started
with a mask-making party that took place
over the summer.
“There was a group of teachers and we
had a little bit too much fun and we probably
bought too much fabric, too much everything,
and we made masks,” Berg said. “Then, when
we came to school and things had changed,
Winans came up with this whole idea.”
Winans’ classes have traditionally done other work-study and sewing projects like helping create the costumes for the high school
shows, an activity that has been suspended
due to the coronavirus.
“With the changes from COVID-19 we
tried to come up with something that would
fit a need, which is the mask, and something
that was a skill we could continue to sew and
learn along the way,” Winans explained. The
key was to make sure all the students were
safe and the classes were following COVID-19
safety regulations.
“They each have an envelope that's theirs:
their scissors, their pins, so that it is safe,
and they work in their spaces,” Winans said.
“We’ve only set up two [sewing] machines
so they're six feet apart so we can maintain
the social distance, but still meet what we...
10

Pictured from left: Misty Mullins, Samantha Johnson, Ann Faery, Logan Callard
and Ethan Ferchan showing off their limited edition Halloween masks.

...thought was a fun need.”
According to Winans, the students have loved getting to make
masks this year.
“They like the opportunity to cut to sew to do all those skills that
they've learned,” Winans said. “We employed Mrs. Berg's class too, so
now we're a big team.”
The work is split between the two classes: Mrs. Berg’s class cuts the
patterns and Mrs. Winan’s class assembles the masks.
However, Mrs. Berg found that her students were missing an
integral piece.
“About two weeks ago, I realized my kids were cutting out patterns,
but they did not understand how the patterns were turning into masks,”
Berg said. “We are just taking these patterns and cutting them.”
Mrs. Winans’ class came up with a solution: “Teaching Time”
where Winans’ students invite Berg’s students to a Google meet and
demonstrate their skills, ending the session with a complete mask.
“It gives the kids a chance to teach as well and share their skills...
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...and knowledge, which has been really cool,” Winans said.
Both teachers said that the design of the masks has been
important, allowing the students to have some individuality, highlighting their personalities while keeping them safe.
“The whole purpose was that they’re two-sided, that’s the
key because, when you wear it all day and the kids set them
down, I wanted to make sure there was a side that they knew
went against their face,” Winans said, explaining why the
masks tend to feature two different fabrics.
Berg emphasized that it was also really important their
students had their own, clean masks to wear.
“We made special, limited edition masks for our [Berg’s
Adrianna Pellegrino following a pattern, cutting the fabric to shape.
and Winan’s] class[es] for Halloween so that we all match,”
Berg said. “The students also got to pick out a purple mask,
they made, to keep because our kids needed masks. Our kids
physically were wearing the same masks daily and we just we
didn't want that.”
It wasn’t long before the classes began selling the masks to
the community, presenting new options for customization
and garnering an amazing response.
“The response has been overwhelming. People love them
and are now donating fabric or donating the ear strings that
are adjustable,” Winans said. “We've discovered different sizes
now. We have a smaller size, we have sizes for children. It's
very funny how it suddenly has grown into something I never
thought was going to happen.”
So far, the classes have sold over 600 masks.
“When we decided they cost $2 each, it was not about
making a lot of money,” Winans said. “It was about filling a
need that our school community had and the money that’s Samantha Johnson ironing the interfacing into the masks.
left over we will use for the club. Ideally, it’ll just be reinvested into the little business that we've started.”
Even if the need for masks begins to dwindle, Winans
explained that the program will continue.
“I think we would hope to modify it as we need to and
then maybe expand it,” Winans said. “Hopefully, if it's not
the masks, we'll figure out something else fun to create.”

Misty Mullins (left) teaching Principal Ashbery (right) how to sew a mask.
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Feeling Fall Festive
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The Road to Sectionals

Left photo courtesy of the Orleans Hub. Reuban Rivers running for Albion (left) and Purple Eagle Alyson Knaak (right) competing for sectionals.

Albion’s Cross Country team and Varsity Girls Soccer team battled it out in sectionals this month.
“This is just awesome that in our day and age of COVID, we’re still having sectional playoffs,” Athletic Director
Adam Krenning said. “These athletes came together and built a team, a very sound team, and have competed and put
themselves in a position to be successful professionals.”
Albion’s Cross Country team headed to Bemus Point where the top seven runners from both the girls and boys
teams ran their last match of the season. This year, Landin Chaffee, Josh Depoty, Ozzie Matos, Philip Monska, Junior
Morales, Greg Neptune and Reuben Rivers represented our boys’ team while Alanna Holman, Lillian Mathes, Meganne Moore, Melissa Robinson, S’koi Sanders and Gina Sidari ran for our girls’ team.
Meanwhile, after winning their qualifying matches in both Springville and at home in Albion earlier in the week,
the Varsity Girls Soccer team hit the road, traveling to East Aurora to compete in the finals on Nov. 14.
According to Varsity Girls Soccer Head Coach Maggie Orbaker, the girls’ team made it to the sectional finals for the
first time in the program’s history in 2017, before heading to sectional finals again in 2018 and again this year in 2020.
“What’s different about this year is that we knew at the beginning of the season that not every team would make
sectionals,” Orbaker said, explaining the process for soccer. “In past years, everyone makes it to the first round which is
pre-quarters. Due to COVID-19, Section VI opted to only let teams with a 500 record or better make it this year.”
After starting the season with a record of 1-3, Orbaker knew they had to come up with a solution.
“We talked about how we had to come together, play as a team, and show our desire to win in order to make sectionals,” Orbaker said. “The girls have done exactly that and have won eight games in a row.”
The girls have come back strong, despite the new restrictions due to the coronavirus pandemic.
“They [the girls] came in with a grateful attitude to have their season and are willing to do anything asked of
them,” Orbaker said. “They have appreciated every day, knowing that we are fortunate to have a season, and have
used that gratefulness to make the best of every practice and game. I think it definitely gave us all a higher level of
appreciation to get to be together doing something we love.”
Albion’s Varsity Cross Country Coach Mark Hryvniak agrees, explaining that, despite the precautions and
shortened season, “team morale has been great.” He points to his seniors who have helped lead the team through...
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...an unprecedented time.
“Cross Country is a tough sport, both physically and
mentally,” Hryvniak said. “Without the encouragement
and motivation of the upperclassmen, this would have
been an even more challenging year.”
Orbaker also commends her seniors who have worked
hard to exhibit the characteristics of good leaders, making
them even better teammates.
“This senior class has done an incredible job leading their team in the ‘I Got Your Back’ mentality which
practices selflessness and loyalty,” Orbaker said. “They do
everything they do for their teammates and we will miss
them all so much.”
Normally, after sectionals, the cross-country team would
have the opportunity to qualify for the state competition.
“Without the numerous invitational competitions, more
emphasis has been placed on the league and sectional
events,” Hryvinak said. “Still, the kids have handled the
obstacles and pressures well.”
Holman placed fourth overall in sectionals while Rivers
took 6th. Melissa Robinson, a senior, also was on the second team all-league and finished 9th at Sectionals coming
in at 22:2. Albion’s Landin Chafee placed 15th at sectionals Claire Squicciarini (above) and Landin Chaffee (below) working
coming in at 18:22, recording the fastest freshman time in hard in sectionals.
the C1 race. S’koi Sanders-Smith, also a freshman, came in
24:26 placing 20th at sectionals.
The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team missed the Class B1 title,
the final score reading 0-4 to East Aurora. The girls’ team
finished the season with a 9-4 record.

Kenzie Hapeman battling against DePew for a shot at the finals.

Photo courtesy of The Orleans Hub.
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From
The Road
Varsity XC
All Cross Country photos courtesy of the Orleans Hub.
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