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Community Coming Together

Students collect around 55,000 lbs. of food

Carrying on musical
holiday traditions

The FFA Annual Food Drive is a tradition in the Albion community and nothing,
not even a global pandemic, could put it on hold this year.
Adam Krenning, former advisor for the chapter, said his first group of students to
hold this drive was about 10 years ago.
“I don’t think our kids have a true understanding of the food insecurities we have in
this area,” Krenning said. “Once they see this, I think it helps them understand that
they need to be more giving.”
That first year, the students raised about 3,000 pounds of food, loaded it in the back
of pick-up trucks and took it all to Community Action to be donated.
“Community Action actually took us for a tour [of] where this [the produce] was
going to go,” Krenning said. “I think I had six or seven girls, four or five boys, there’s
only 12 of us, and once they showed us where the food was going, all the kids were
crying. It was heart-wrenching, to say the least. ”
When the position for FFA Advisor came open earlier this year, Betsy Krenning
wanted to make sure the club was still available to students.
“I have been involved with the program for over 18 years when Adam was the advisor so I am familiar with what the program offers,” Krenning said. “I believe in what
the organization stands for along with the various opportunities it offers students.”
President of the Albion FFA Chapter Bailey Nesbitt explains that, over her six years
of being a part of the organization, she’s learned to be a leader and become more aware
of the needs of the community.
“I believe that these types of events truly open your heart and your mind,” Nesbitt...

Albion High School’s traditional
holiday concerts looked a little different this year. Created as virtual performances, the events were exclusive
to parents and family members of the
students in Albion’s Music Program.
“The holiday concerts are a tradition,” High School band Director
Michael Thaine said. “Those traditions are important to them [the
students and their families].”
Though the events were smaller than
they’ve been in years past, the groups
persisted, wrapping up the fall semester.
“The choir prepared two pieces,”
High School Choir Director Connor
Doran explained. “Each hybrid group
was able to rehearse the same pieces,
but they recorded separately.”
The choir performed “Good Night,
Dear Heart” by Daniel Forrest and
“Sleigh Ride” arr. by Hawley Ades,
according to Doran.
One of the largest challenges the
music program has had to face is having the ensembles record and rehearse
pieces separately.
“It’s only been six weeks since our
online Veterans Day program, and
to rehearse a full concert with only
five rehearsals, it’s just not feasible,”
Thaine explained.
As a result, the High School Band
got creative and broke the group
down into 22 smaller ensembles...

See FFA Page 2

See CONCERTS Page 3

The Albion FFA Chapter thanks all of the local farmers and businesses for their support this season.
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Community helps FFA Food Drive exceed expectations
FFA from Page 1

Boxes keep comimg as members organize the flatbed.

Volunteers making sure the produce is packed tight.

Students packing the flatbed with donated produce.

Community members work loading the truck.
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...said. “The food drive shows you how many people are actually in need. It
has really shown me how important it is to give back to the community I’ve
grown up in. FFA has truly taught me to always give back and to never put
yourself before others.”
Emily Harling agrees, saying the drive has made her “more conscious and
empathetic toward barriers our community faces.”
“The first year that I participated it was apparent, as soon as we arrived at
Community Action, how impactful and meaningful this was for community
members,” Harling said.
For the pair, FFA is about more than just farming.
“I personally was drawn to the leadership aspect of FFA,” Harling said.
“When I first started, even speaking to our chapter members seemed daunting. Public speaking can still be nerve wracking but I’ve proven to myself I’m
capable of doing so successfully. I’m hoping to do a Leadership Development
Event this year to keep improving on this.”
For its members, FFA builds character and values.
“We strive to live by our motto: ‘Learning to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning
to Live, Living to Serve,’” Nesbitt said. “FFA builds each member to have
a mindset of hardwork and dedication. This organization teaches each and
every member to always put others first and to always give back.”
Since that first year, the donations have come flooding in. This year, the
group aimed for 50,000 pounds of produce, 10,000 pounds more than what
was collected last year.
Not only did they reach their goal, the group exceeded it by about 5,000
pounds, adding new farms to their list of donors despite some businesses
being put in a tough spot this year.
“Many families in our community are struggling to get food on their tables,”
Nesbitt said. “I think it is very special that in a year like this one we are able to
still give back more produce than ever before. It is truly a heartwarming feeling
knowing that this year we are going to be able to help so many families in need.”
The Albion FFA would like to thank our farmers and agricultural businesses
for their generous donations this year and in previous years. Those include
Orleans County Farm Bureau, Triple G Farm, Panek Farms, Root Brothers,
Kludt Brothers, Nesbitt Fruit Farms, Orchard Dale Fruit, Kreher’s Eggs, Martin Farms, Kirby Farms, Partyka Farms, CY Farms, Starowitz Farms, Poverty
Hill Farms, Torrey Farms, Dale Root, Colby Farms, Mortellaro Farms, My-T
Acres Farm, Lynnette and Sons, Mayer Bros., Schutts Apple Mill, InterGrow,
Upstate, Niagara Cooperative, Rush’s Vegetables, Champion Moving & Storage, Lake Ontario Fruit, H. H. Dobbins, Haylett Farm, Citrus (Sue Holland
and Laura Simboli).
“We are a small community with a very big heart,” FFA Advisor Krenning
said. “The pandemic has strengthened the need for our community to support
farmers, support local food markets and local businesses.”
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Marching band, Jazz ensemble updates
2020 Holiday Concerts
CONCERTS from Page 1

...including four solos, 11 duets, three
trios, two quartets and two quintets,
for their holiday program. Students
were able to choose their own holiday
music selections and form their own
small ensembles. Some even got extra
creative for the recordings, decorating
their instruments and wearing holiday
garb. One clarinet trio even added
a choreographed dance-break in the
middle of “Deck the Halls.”
The performances showcase the musicians’ talent and determination, demonstrating for parents what and how the
students have learned this year.
The Purple Eagle Marching Band.
“To go on break and not have some
High School concert band students have experienced many changes due to the panconsolidating musical performance, in
demic including smaller ensembles, greatly reduced rehearsal time, unbalanced instrusome form, would have been extremementation, 12’ spacing between players, the use of cloth covers over the ends of instruly disappointing,” Thaine said.
ments and no live concert performances - just to name a few.
For the Middle School, the Band
Extra-curricular instrumental ensembles like Jazz Ensemble and Marching Band have also and Chorus Holiday concerts aired
been affected. Because of this, many schools are not offering the ensembles this year.
on the district’s YouTube channel
However, High School Band Director Michael Thaine says that’s not the case in Albion.
on Dec. 21.
“These extra-curricular ensembles are important to so many students here, and they would
A link to the holiday concerts was sent
be disappointed if they just didn’t exist this year – at least in some form,” Thaine said.
to the families the week of Christmas.
Currently, functioning more as a club than a performance ensemble, students in Jazz
Ensemble meet online once a week to explore the careers and music of some famous jazz musicians, listen to landmark jazz literature and “attend” professional online jazz performances together. Students have also been given music and are expected to practice their parts so the group
can hit the ground running when in-person evening practices eventually resume.
Marching Band will also look different when it starts on Thursday evenings after the holidays.
“We’ll utilize Google Meet and Zoom for weekly virtual meetings, especially early-on,” Thaine explained.
Unfortunately, varying broadband and internet capabilities throughout the district can cause lags, delays and freezing, making fullgroup synchronized music practices almost impossible.
“We can cover announcements with the entire group, then go to virtual break-out rooms where students will be separated by section, with a staff member, for part-specific instruction,” Thaine said. “We’ll focus on learning the music first, then see what things look
like down the road for drill. Flexibility will be the key and I say that as much for the staff as for the students.”
Once the weather breaks in the spring, Thaine hopes the opportunities for full-band practice outdoors will become a possibility.
With the usual Spring concerts, cabaret shows, parades and competitions an uncertainty at this point, the AHS jazz and marching
bands may need to create their own performance opportunities this year.
Although these groups may look different in 2020-21, their purpose remains the same; that is, to further engage kids in the instrumental music-making process.
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Santa, friends visit Elementary students bringing holiday magic
   Students in Albion’s Ronald L.
Sodoma Elementary were in for a holiday surprise this week as Santa Claus,
Cindy Lou Who and the Grinch all
made an appearance this week.
Santa Claus paid a special visit to
students in grades PreK through first,
reading his favorite story “‘Twas the
Night before Christmas.” Spaced sixfeet apart and wearing masks, the students and Cindy Lou Who sat and
listened to the story and answered
questions about Santa’s reindeer.
It turned into an action-packed
event as students soon spotted the
Grinch’s arrival and warned Santa as
the Grinch stole a present from under
the tree. Cindy Lou, jumped to the rescue, quickly chasing down the Grinch. She soon returned, bringing the Grinch and present back to the students and
Santa — saving the day.
After the reading, Santa asked every student what he or she wanted for Christmas this year, with answers ranging from
Barbie Dream Houses to toy combines to Play Station Fives and Nintendo Switches.
While the older students weren’t visited by Santa, many of them met Cindy Lou and the Grinch in the hallway
throughout the day, getting in on the holiday fun.
As for next week, students throughout the district will join in the festivities with holiday-themed crafts and activities
in the days leading up to Winter Break.
We would like to thank the Albion Elementary Parent Teachers Association and the staff who helped to make these
visits possible, bringing some holiday magic into the building in a fun and safe way.
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Elementary students recognized for meeting reading goals
Third, fourth and fifth-graders in Ronald L. Sodoma Elementary have been busy reading as much as possible this year to meet
their monthly reading goal.
Mark’s Pizzeria supports our young readers by awarding students who meet their monthly goal with a free medium
pizza certificate.
In order to earn a certificate, students in third, fourth and fifth grades must meet or exceed the month’s reading goal on Accelerated Reader, according to third-grade teacher Danielle Cammarata.
“Most students said they wanted to earn 5 points on Accelerated Reader,” Cammarata explained.
Accelerated Reader is the program that third-graders use to track how much they’ve read.
“To earn points, students need to read books, most picture books are worth half a point while chapter books are be=tween one
and five points on average. The bigger the book, the more points you can earn.”
For November, many third graders aimed to earn five points on Accelerated Reader, many fourth graders’ wanted to read a chapter
book and fifth graders’ aimed to complete their reading logs.
According to fifth-grade ELA teacher Malinda Kenward, both remote and hybrid students needed to fill the entire log, meaning
they would read for at least 15 minutes on 15 different days.
The program runs from November through April and certificates are awarded monthly.

From left: Third-graders Jenna McCugh, Logan Dehn, Gabriel Fidanza and Evan Kirby holding up their books and certificates after meeting their reading goal in November.

Just in time: Albion Athletics upgrades pool scoreboard
The Albion pool recently received some serious upgrades to its scoring system in preparation for the upcoming
swim season.
Complete with a new electronic timing system and touchpads, the facility now has two new scoreboards. The larger of
the two will display the end time and place for each lane in
an event while the smaller board will track the teams’ overall
scores for each meet.
Additionally, Purple Eagle Athletics has also installed new
swim lanes, just in time for the 2021 season. After two delays, the season is scheduled to start Jan. 4, 2021, according
to NYSPHSAA.
Emblazoned with the team’s motto, “Swim with Purpose”
the boards are ready to welcome our Purple Eagles home
after winter break.
From left: Coach Jay Kovaleski, Coach Jennie Bennett and Coach Kelly Ricker.
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Happy Holidays
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December Leadership &
Character Award winners

ReGroup text alert system
Many of our families have requested to be
included in our text alert system.
If you are already signed up, there is no
need to change anything, but if you have
not signed up for this system you can do so
by visiting albionk12.regroup.com/signup
or by finding the “Regroup” location under
the Directory tab on the district website.
We use this alert system to notify you of
significant announcements that get placed
on the website.
COVID-19 updates
Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
local and state COVID-19 guidelines are
constantly changing, and we’re changing
with them. Stay up-to-date on the latest
changes on the district website at
www.albionk12.org/updates
Board of Education Meetings
In light of COVID-19 there will be no
public attendance at Board meetings for the
foreseeable future.
Meetings will be broadcast live on the
Albion Central School District YouTube
page. The meetings are also available to view
after the live broadcast ends.
To share comments at the Board of
Education meetings, email your comment
to boepublicforum@albionk12.org. The
email must include your name, which will
be read, as well as your address, the name
of any organization you represent, and
whether you have children in the Albion
Central schools.
Emails that meet the required conditions
will be read, with your name, to the Board
on your behalf by the District Clerk during
the Board meeting. All Public Forum emails
must be received one hour prior to the
meeting.
Find meeting agendas, and the link to
the district YouTube channel on the district
website under District, then Board of
Education.
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Pictured from left: Character Award winner Paul Barie and Leadership Award winner Abriella Rice.

Two students from Albion’s Ronald L. Sodoma Elementary School were presented
with awards during the Board of Education meeting on Dec. 7.
While the meeting was held virtually, a pre-recorded video aired of Elementary
School Interim Principal Maura Pierce officially presenting first-grader Paul Barie
and third-grader Abriella Rice with the Board of Education Character and Leadership
Awards respectively.
“Paul is a very kind young man who enters school every day with a positive attitude
and is always ready to learn,” Pierce said. “No matter what subject he is studying, he
takes his learning seriously and consistently puts forth his best effort.”
Barie’s positive attitude is contagious and he makes an effort to be inclusive in everything he does.
“He respectfully helps his classmates during center time and, when playing, he includes all students,” Pierce said.
Rice was the recipient of the BOE Leadership Award for this month.
“Abriella demonstrates leadership in everything she does,” Pierce said. “She follows
every direction given, often raises her hand to volunteer and gives 100% effort in
everything she does.”
Safety is also something that is important to Rice, according to her teachers.
“She always checks the desks on her way out [of the room] to make sure they are
six-feet apart,” Pierce said. “Abriella has proven to be a true leader in all of her classes.”
Both students personify our district’s mission statement - “Achievement, Character
and Success for Life - ACS.”
Congratulations, Abriella and Paul!

The

Link

December 2020 | Volume 35, Number 3
www.albionk12.org | Albion, NY

Science Olympiad students prepare for regionals
The Science Olympiad team, made up of approximately
20 students in grades 6 through 9 in Division B, has been
busy training for a variety of events. To practice, they held
an egg dropping competition, constructing a container to
protect an egg as it is dropped approximately 25 ft. onto a
target selected by club advisor Jeremy Petrus.
“To win, the container should have a low mass, prevent the egg from cracking and land on the target,”
Petrus said.
In the first egg drop competition, Kim Wesse took first
place, Vinny Kimerly-Lonnen placed second and Anthony
Turlington came in third place.
This year, all in-person tournaments have been canceled.
One of the events that is going to be held fully remote is
the regional competition.
“Instead of competing in-person at St. John Fisher College like in a typical year, we are using the STAR program,” Petrus explained.
New York State Science Olympiad’s Science Tournaments Accessed Remotely (STAR) program will allow all
teams to participate in the tournament safely and remotely. According to NYSSO’s website, all event tests will be
designed, formatted and written so students can complete them at home, without the need for faculty, parent or
adult supervision.
Currently, the regional tournament is scheduled for March 6, 2021.

Pictured from left: Kim Wesse, Vinny Kimerly-Lonnen and Anthony Turlington winning the egg drop competition.
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Students grateful for time together this year

Pictured from left: Ethan Ferchen, Ann Faery, Samantha Johnson and Logan Callard enjoying their time together playing Wii.

As the holidays approach and we all get ready to celebrate, it’s hard to ignore the differences this year. However, despite the changes and safety precautions, Life
Skills classes at Albion Central Schools were determined
to express their gratitude.
Kathy Winans, a Life Skills teacher in the High
School, explained the program “focuses on functional
academic skills.”
“The program focuses on skills students will need
in everyday life including self-care, vocational skills,
functional reading and math, money management and
self-advocacy,” Winans explained.
Normally, the celebration of the Thanksgiving
holiday is a tradition that the classes look forward
to, complete with a full turkey dinner and the rest of
the fixings.
Shari Berg, a Life Skills teacher at the Middle
School, explained the celebration takes days and days
of preparation.
“There are three 12:1:1 [Life Skills] classes that put it
on and besides shopping, we also do table settings, we
do runners, there is constant cooking happening in the
Home-Ec room with stations that the kids rotate to,”
10

Berg said. “They literally make everything. They go to
the store, they get all the supplies and then they come
back and they’re in groups. There’s an adult helping
[them], but they make everything.”
Not only is it something exciting for the students,
but the staff looks forward to the event as well hoping
to receive a “golden ticket”— an invitation to the event.
“We do a celebration of all of our classes and they
invite in school people like their other teachers, administrators and therapists,” Winans said. “We [the
teachers] don’t pick the list. We [the three classes] meet
several weeks prior to Thanksgiving, we get together
and we brainstorm the menu and guest list because it
changes.”
This year, the celebrations looked a little different. In
fact, for the first time in 35 years, these classes weren’t
able to host their annual celebration.
Berg explained the classes weren’t able to hold their
annual fundraiser last year due to the pandemic. Normally, the funds would pay for the supplies and materials for the meal.
Instead, the classes are still plugging away, sewing
and creating more masks to help support and protect...
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Michele Fitzwater (above) makes Thanksgiving placemats as part of the celebrations.

Pictured from left: Misty Mullins and Ann Faery compete in Mario Kart.

Some of the classes’ holiday themed masks ready to be and sold for $2.

...the Albion community. Now, the masks feature some
wintry holiday designs.
“It’s a good way to kind of keep us in business and
build that money, because we’re not going to be able to
do our cookie sale again this year, most likely,” Berg said.
“This is a way for us to learn lots and lots of skills and, at
the same time, make a little bit of money so that they can
hopefully do Thanksgiving next year.”
Winans agreed, stating that she hoped there could be
some sort of “Friendsgiving” celebration if things open up
more this spring.
“It’s not quite the same,” Winans said. “But maybe by
next year, we’ll have Thanksgiving back again.”
Despite the changes, Berg’s class got to make Thanksgiving-themed placemats and practice reading menus by
ordering their lunch as a special treat. Winans’ class did
something similar, ordering their lunch from The Village
House before playing some Mario Kart.
Though it wasn’t quite what they were used to with the
smaller celebrations, both classes celebrated the holiday
and, at the end of the day, they were grateful for the time
spent together and hopeful for celebrations to come.
Happy Holidays!

Jacob Sunday working hard on his Thanksgiving placemat in Berg’s class.

Pictured from left: Samantha Johnson, Ethan Ferchen, Logan Callard
and Misty Mullins complete Thanksgiving crafts.
11

ALBION

Nik Newton - Golf

Bailey Blanchard - Golf

CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Purple Eagle Pride

Boys Varsity Soccer

Josh Bovenzi - XC

Rowan Ford - XC

Girls Cross Country

Reuban Rivers - XC
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Caleb Fox - Golf

Girls Varsity Soccer
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Fall 2020
Scholar- Athletes
Albion Athletics is recognizing three teams as New York State Public High School Athletic Association
(NYSPHSAA) Fall Scholar-Athlete teams this season.
The Boys Varsity Soccer, Girls Varsity Soccer and Girls Cross Country teams all qualified for Scholar-Athlete
status by having 75% of the team hold a 3.7 GPA or higher.
Additionally, the program is recognizing 13 Purple Eagles as Scholar-Athletes. These athletes individually held a
3.7 GPA or higher this season.
The 13 athletes being recognized are: James Beach (Golf ), Bailey Blanchard (Golf ), Josh Bovenzi (XC), Jett
Conn (Golf ), Rowan Ford (XC), Caleb Fox (Golf ), William Freeman (Golf ), Dameon Lattimer (Golf ), Jordan
Marshal (XC), Philip Monska (XC), Nik Newton (Golf ), Reuban Rivers (XC) and Sam Williams (XC).
Congratulations, Purple Eagles!

Jordan Marshal - XC

William Freeman - Golf

Philip Monska - XC

Dameon Lattimer - Golf
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Students stay active despite winter sports set-back
As winter sports continue to be delayed, students at Albion’s Carl I.
Bergerson Middle School and Charles C. D’Amico High School have
turned to after school intramurals to stay active.
While intramurals aren’t anything new at the Middle School, Athletic Director Adam Krenning said this is the first year they’re being
offered at the high school.
“I feel this is of huge importance for our students right now,”
Krenning said. “This helps them with their social, physical and mental
health. Intramurals gives them a very small glimmer of normalcy, maybe even hope, that we may get back to normal someday.”
Currently, students have been working on their basketball skills,
running drills to warm up and then playing shooting games like PIG
and HORSE. Games like these allow each student to have their own
ball and remain socially distant, with only three students per basket. Purple Day High School students prepare to play some basketball.
While basketball has been the main focus this fall, Krenning said they’re planning on including pickleball, badminton, baseball, softball and minigolf as options later this year. After break, students will have the option to participate in an intramural
weight room.
So far, the turnout has been great. More than 40 students in the High School and 30 from the Middle School, of varying skill
levels, participate throughout the week.
“The coaches work with all of them and help them become better [athletes], help them with their grades and even help impart
life lessons,” Krenning said. “But when you see students of different skill levels helping each other both in the sport and life, you
know that this program is invaluable for the kids.”
Intramurals allows students to learn the basic concepts of each sport that Albion offers in a fun and safe way. The goal is that
students will like an intramural sport and, when sports are cleared to start practicing and playing again, they may try out for a sport
they’ve never done before.
“We are thankful we can offer this program to our students at this time,” Krenning said. “These are trying times for everyone
and this program will only help our ACS students.”
Intramurals currently run from 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Middle School and High School gyms on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.

Chris Sacco lining up his shot at intramurals. From left to right: Jameek Riley, Abigail Scanlan and Chris Shabazz. Students practicing their shooting skills.
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