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Albion students preserving history
Service Learning students continue to restore historical markers

With field trips still on hold, Service Learning teacher
Tim Archer and his students continue to restore historic
signs from around the area.
This time, eighth-graders Nick Prest and Isaiah Riley
helped Archer and Middle School Art Teacher Kamie
Feder repaint an old historic road sign from the Town
of Barre.
According to Archer, projects like this are normally completed in seventh grade Service Learning classes.
“Periodically my 7th grade Service Learning classes restore
local historic markers or historic road signs,” Archer explained.
“This is the second ‘West Barre’ area sign we’ve done.”
Archer works with town officials to get approval and then
has the highway superintendent take down the sign for restoration. Once completed, the sign will go back up on West
Barre Road near the West Barre United Methodist Church.
“These are civic-minded projects that help students
appreciate their community’s past history and to participate
in maintaining our heritage,” Archer explained. “The students Nick Prest working hard to help restore a historic marker from the Town of Barre.
enjoy the hands-on aspect of learning.”
Archer asked Middle School Art Teacher Kamie Feder to include her eighth-grade art class, which includes Prest and Riley, to...
See SERVICE LEARNING on Page 2

Albion sophomore advances in American Legion Oratorical Contest
William Barnosky, a sophomore at Charles D’ Amico High School, placed second in the District Level of the American Legion
Oratorical Contest on Jan. 10.
The Oratorical is an annual competition where high schoolers write and prepare an 8 - 10 minute speech on the rights and duties of
American citizens, starting at a school-level and then advancing to a national stage.
According toRich Gannon, a history teacher at the High School, the Legion gives students some flexibility, focusing on fostering an
interest in and study of the U.S. Constitution.
“It [the competition] helps students develop a deeper appreciation for the rules and role of government,” Gannon explained. “Ideally, it helps them see the idealism behind the making of our country, and appreciate the sacrifice that it took to develop America.”
This year, Albion held a virtual contest, and students read their speeches over Google Meet to the Legion’s judges.
“It’s [the Oratorical is] a good program in preparing our students for public speaking, challenging themselves, and seeing that there
are ways to continue doing what we usually do, with obvious modification, during COVID,” Gannon said.
Both Barnosky and Ashley Ames, a senior at Albion High School, advanced from the school level onto the County Level where...
See ORATORICAL on Page 5
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Service Learning students continue to restore historical markers

From SERVICE LEARNING on Page 1

Renzo Tomasi (left) and Melissa Ierlan (Right) with a restored sign.

...help with this second West Barre sign as part of an “interdisciplinary partnership.”
“Since it involved painting, and her room was more conducive to doing it,
I asked Kamie if she would take some of her regular art class time to paint the
sign,” Archer said. “She was kind enough to accept. Nick and Isaiah are in a
small class with her and I had both Nick and Isaiah in class last year. This is an
extension of the service-learning instruction that they were part of previously.”
Additionally, the three signs from the Town of Gaines that seventh-graders
Brynn Dugan and Renzo Tomasi were working to restore this past September
are finished and reinstalled roadside.
Since September, Town of Clarendon Historian Melissa Ierlan has been
working on the fine lettering work on the signs.
The Union Cemetery sign is located near Watts Farm Market on Route
98. The other two signs, marking the First Academy and First Church, can be
found on Ridge Road West.
As for the West Barre sign, it should be back up in the next few weeks.

Albion students to keep Chromebooks over Summer Vacation
As we move toward our spring semester, it is time to start planning for summer and some decisions have been made concerning
the student Chromebooks.
We have decided the Chromebooks will remain with students
over summer vacation. This saves us the work of having to collect
and then redistribute the devices. More importantly, we are hoping to provide summer learning opportunities via the District’s
Schoology platform. I am currently working on a Deep Thinking
workshop which will include instruction on several different web
based “Thinking Tools,” for middle and high school students.
Chromebooks will begin to be swapped out for new ones in
June. We will announce the asset tag numbers of the devices we
wish to retire. Those students who have these devices will be given the opportunity to bring in the old device, and power supply,
for a new Chromebook. The retired devices will be checked for
functionality and then they will be placed in the “reserved pool.”
These devices will be made available as replacements for damaged
devices during the school year. Devices that come back, too worn
out to be used as parts, will be shipped to our electronics recycler
for proper disposal.
We have received about 150 returned devices so far this year. In
most cases the devices needed some minor repairs or updating.
There were a small number of broken keyboards, a few cracked
screens, but most of these were repairable. In total we have retired
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less than 20 of the total 1800+ devices we distributed this fall.
These 20 were stripped for usable parts and used to repair other
damaged units.
We think the Chromebooks in a 1:1 operation will have a life
expectancy of about 3-4 years. This is a little less than what we
would expect when they were used only in the classroom. This
is not because they are being treated with less respect while they
are at home, but more the fact that they are getting many more
hours of use, with many more battery power cycles. In most cases
we believe the batteries will fail before the other components.
Overall, we have been very pleased with the respect that our
students have shown for their Chromebooks. We have also been
very pleased with the respect they have shown for each other
while online.
As you all know, we closely monitor activities of our students
via Google Admin Tools, the iBoss web filter, and our favorite
tool Bark Alerts. We will continue to closely monitor all of these
tools over the summer to help keep our students safe.
Tech support will be available over the summer, we are easiest
to reach by email at help@albionk12.org. Due to the infrastructure work over the summer, there is very seldom anyone in
the office to answer the phones directly during the day. Leave
a message at the help desk and someone will get back to you as
soon as we can.
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Curtain Call: High School students prepare for spring musical
This past month, students in Charles D’ Amico High
School auditioned for the school’s spring musical: Disney’s
Freaky Friday.
Audition Workshops were held on Jan. 7 and 8, where students
were able to learn what goes into an audition and were able to
prepare their performance for the following week.
General auditions were held on Jan. 12 and provided the
directors with a “baseline to work from,” according to Music
Director and Co-Director Connor Doran
“We know what their ability is but we had audition workshops the week prior and what we want to see is how [the students] grow through the [audition] process,” Doran said. “We’re
not only judging on singing, acting, dancing but also teamwork,
character, leadership, commitment and respect and responsibility.”
It’s a tall order but Doran emphasized that the directors
weren’t looking for perfection, they were looking for potential.
Though it’s a long process, all of the directors were thoroughly impressed with everyone who auditioned. In fact, the directors
were so impressed that everyone who auditioned received a callback.
“A callback, is ‘Okay, we have two or three options, and we
need to see what you can do,’” Doran explained. “We try to figure out that puzzle and our objective for the callback is to really
make sure that the kids are put in the best light, so that they can
shine, and they can succeed.”

Everyone who auditioned has a role in the show and the first
full-cast rehearsal was held on Jan. 19.
At that time, everyone was given monthly schedules, detailing when they would need to be in rehearsal in order to prepare
for opening night.
This year, the performance will be able to be streamed virtually as the production will be shot like a movie.
“I think, given all the circumstances, it’s the best route to take
because we aren’t able to have audiences and we want to provide something for the community that they can watch and be
involved in,” Doran said. “There needs to be joy and positivity
and this show is full of that.
Students will be required to wear masks while they rehearse and
while they perform.
“We’ll be following what the guidelines are at the time,” Doran said. “So we are trying to stay up on everything and we have
such a supportive administration that recognizes and values the
arts in this respect.”
As for where and when you can watch the final performance,
there will be a website that will stream the event. You’ll buy
your ticket to the performance and will have about 24 hours to
watch the show.
While an official date for opening night is still forthcoming,
Doran says they’re currently aiming for the beginning of April.

The cast of Albion High School’s production of Disney’s “Freaky Friday” practicing in music rehearsal.
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January Leadership &
Character Award winners

ReGroup text alert system
Many of our families have requested to be
included in our text alert system.
If you are already signed up, there is no
need to change anything, but if you have
not signed up for this system you can do so
by visiting albionk12.regroup.com/signup
or by finding the “Regroup” location under
the Directory tab on the district website.
We use this alert system to notify you of
significant announcements that get placed
on the website.
COVID-19 updates
Centers for Disease Control (CDC),
local and state COVID-19 guidelines are
constantly changing, and we’re changing
with them. Stay up-to-date on the latest
changes on the district website at
www.albionk12.org/updates
Board of Education Meetings
In light of COVID-19 there will be no
public attendance at Board meetings for the
foreseeable future.
Meetings will be broadcast live on the
Albion Central School District YouTube
page. The meetings are also available to view
after the live broadcast ends.
To share comments at the Board of
Education meetings, email your comment
to boepublicforum@albionk12.org. The
email must include your name, which will
be read, as well as your address, the name
of any organization you represent, and
whether you have children in the Albion
Central schools.
Emails that meet the required conditions will be read, with your name, to the
Board on your behalf by the District Clerk
during the Board meeting. All Public
Forum emails must be received one hour
prior to the meeting.
Find meeting agendas, and the link
to the district YouTube channel on the
district website under District, then Board
of Education.
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Leadership Award winner Bailey Nesbitt and Character Award winner Adonis Guzman Ramirez.

Two students from Albion’s Charles C. D’Amico High School were honored as part of
the Board of Education meeting on Jan. 4.
In the virtual meeting, High School Principal Jennifer Ashbery officially presented
Adonis Guzman Ramirez and Bailey Nesbitt with the BOE Character and Leadership
Awards for January.
“Adonis is always going above and beyond in the classroom to help the other students
in the class,” Adam Krenning said when nominating Guzman Ramirez. “He wants
everyone in the class to be successful and consistently helps others before himself.”
Krenning also noted that when Guzman Ramirez helped with the FFA Food Drive last
month, he didn’t stop until it was finished - “he was the last student working, laughing
and enjoying every minute.”
Elizabeth Henn, a foreign language teacher who has worked with Guzman Ramirez for
the past four years said, “ I am so proud of Adonis. So many kids in our school look up
to you, a true role model for our district and a true example of ‘Value Everyone, Everyday, Everywhere!’”
Nesbitt was nominated for the Leadership Award by FFA Advisor Betsy Krenning.
“Bailey has led the Albion High School FFA, serving as the chapter’s president for the
past four years,” Krenning said. “Each year she takes the lead in the Annual FFA Food
Drive and this year’s food drive proved to be a monumental success.”
Despite the challenges of COVID-19, having only virtual meetings with the other
officers, a new FFA advisor and starting the process three weeks later than previous years,
they collected 53,000 pounds of food to donate to Community Action - surpassing
their goal and collecting more produce than ever before.
“Bailey continues to model our district’s value of Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow,” Ashbery said. “I have no doubt that Bailey will take her Albion leadership skills out into the
world and continue to make a positive impact on those around her.”
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William Barnosky to compete in Zone Level of Oratorical Competitions
From ORATORICAL on Page 1

...the pair competed against contestants
from Lyndonville. In a normal year, the
pair would have also faced off against
students from Medina, Kendall and
Holley as well.
The largest difference between the
school and county levels is that in the
second event, the participants must have
their speeches memorized.
After winning in the second event,
Barnosky advanced to the District
Level, facing yet another challenge.
This time, not only did their speech
need to be memorized, but Barnosky
also needed to prepare four short “assigned topic” speeches on other parts
of the Constitution.
“The Legion picks four specific areas
William Barnosky (far left) advances to the Zone level of the competition after placing at the District Level.
of the Constitution (e.g. Article I, Section ii; Article II, Section iv; Amendment I, Amendment XIV, etc.) a few weeks before this contest,” Gannon explained.
“Contestants get to see the assigned topics, research them and write shorter speeches on each topic. Then, at the contest,
one is selected at random and all contestants present the speech they prepared for that selection.”
This year, the District Level of the competition was held in Darien Center, due to coronavirus restrictions.
Since he placed at the district event, Barnosky is advancing to Zone Level of the competition, which is essentially the
Western New York region against the Finger Lakes region. Once there, Barnosky will be competing for a chance to advance
to the State Level and each state winner then competes in a multi-day national competition.
According to Barnosky, he’s been generally interested in U.S. politics since he was young, though it wasn’t until his older
sister Melissa competed in the oratorical contest when she was in high school that he became interested in studying the
Constitution as well.
Barnosky’s sister won at the state level in both 2018 and 2019. Now, she is coaching her younger brother.
“My sister is my speech coach,” Barnosky said. “She is involved in constitutional research in college, so she was able to
help me with the research and writing of my speeches. She also has a lot of public speaking tips that she learned when she
competed in the oratorical contest in high school, such as how to walk the stage and how to separate words without making
sentences choppy. Currently, we are working on improving my presentation skills so that my speaking sounds more natural
rather than scripted.”
Though the preparation may seem daunting: hours poured into researching, writing, memorizing, and practicing, Barnosky says his advice to anyone interested in the contest, who is willing to put in the work, is to just do it.
“Students learn the importance of the U.S. Constitution, making them more knowledgeable citizens by the time they
go off to pursue their own paths after high school,” Barnosky said. “They meet and interact with dozens of veterans in the
American Legion who are amazing people with fascinating stories. There is nowhere else in which students receive such a
unique experience, it is an honor to be able to participate in an activity through such an important organization.”
The Zone Level of the competition is being hosted in Farmington on Feb. 2.
Congratulations and good luck, William!
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COVID-19 Testing
at ACSD
If Albion School District were to
enter a Yellow Zone, we would be
required to test 20% of our in-person
students and staff for COVID-19.
Testing would only be done if the
district is deemed in a Yellow Zone
and those selected for testing would be
chosen randomly.
This test would be simple and
non-invasive, using a swab in the lower
nostrils conducted through the health
department. The results of the tests
will be uploaded to the NYS Department of Health database.
If your child tests negative they will
be able to return to class. If they test
positive for COVID-19, we will isolate
him or her in our COVID room and
contact you so that he or she can be
picked up from school. The case will be
reported to the Health Department so
the required contact tracing can occur.
If the results show that our rates of
infection are lower than the rate within
Orleans County, we would not have
to conduct additional tests to continue
with our in-person instruction.
We will only allow a student to be
tested if permission is granted by his or
her parents.
The form can be found online. Please
fill out a separate form for each of your
children in the district.
If you have any questions please call:
(585) 589-2056.

6

CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Purple Eagle Pride

Purple Eagles dive back into practice, win first meet
The Purple Eagles were back in the water as soon as swimming was cleared to
start on Jan. 18.
In order to comply with safety guidelines, the Albion swim team was split
into two with one group coming in to practice at 2:45 p.m. until 4 p.m. and the
second group practicing from 4:15 p.m. until 5:30 p.m.
For an additional challenge, after just over a week’s worth of practice, the team
had their first meet on Jan. 26, something Swim Head Coach Jay Kovaleski said
is “out of the ordinary.”
According to Kovaleski, there would normally be a minimum of three weeks
before the first meet.
As if that wasn’t enough pressure, all of the meets will be held virtually, meaning the team will be racing against themselves in the pool.
“I have to make sure they’re personally and mentally ready to go on their
own,” Kovaleski said. “They have to be internally motivated to push themselves.”
The team will be inputting their times into a Google Sheet which will be live
with the other pool.
“We have two people on computers or Chromebooks, entering the information,” Kovaleski explained. “They’ll be able to see the running score so you can
kind of see where we’re at.”
The team still plans to put those brand new scoreboards to good use this season. Once the scores are in, they will be displayed on the boards so the swimmers
can see where they stand against their competition and adjust accordingly.
The changes didn’t seem to intimadate the Purple Eagles as they won their
meet against Barker with the Boys scoring 117 to Barker’s 19 and the Girls coming in at 95 to Barker’s 45.
Great job, Purple Eagles!
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New year, new gains: DiGiulio sets new deadlifting record
Dominic DiGiulio, a senior at Albion’s
Charles D’Amico High School, has set a new
school record in the deadlift.
Previously, the record was 585 lbs. set back
in 2012 by Jonathan Trembly, DiGiulio’s second cousin. Now, DiGiulio owns the record,
lifting a total of 605 lbs.
Right before the quarantine, DiGiulio said
he deadlifted 505 lbs. and that’s when he
knew he could break Trembly’s record.
As a tri-sport athlete, he’s a member of the
Purple Eagle football, wrestling and track
programs=, DiGiulio said his coaches and
Physical Education teacher would send out
“challenges” to help keep students active.
It didn’t take long for DiGiulio to start
creating his own workouts, one day completing 3,000 pushups in 24 hours.
“We have a decent amount of land at my
house and there are large rocks in my back
yard,” DiGiulio said. “So, when everything
was shut down I would pick them up and
Dominic DiGiulio (above) breaks the deadlifting record at Albion High School.
walk around with them for a workout. It
sounds kind of silly, but, hey, I guess it worked.”
While he is proud to hold a school record, for DiGiulio, it was about pushing himself to his limits, giving it his
all, six days a week.
“I wanted to beat my cousin, but, more importantly, I wanted to beat myself,” DiGiulio said. “I don’t really care
about being stronger than anyone, that’s not why I love working out. I love getting better than myself by a millimeter every day. Those millimeters make miles.”
Moving forward, DiGiulio said he plans to break his own deadlift record before graduating this spring.
“It’s only January,” DiGiulio said. “I know that I’m going to deadlift more than 605 multiple times before I graduate.”
For now, his attention is on training and trying to do everything he can to help his teammates get better
and improve.
“It wasn’t just me lifting that weight,” DiGiulio said. “It was my teammates, coaches, teachers, peers, and the
Class of 2021. This school year has been tough on everyone, but COVID picked the wrong class to mess with.”
If you’re someone looking to stay active with limited options don’t worry, you don’t need to deadlift 605 lbs. to
be successful.
“Going on a walk helps, jogging helps - it’s the little things that are the most important,” DiGiulio said. “I just
want the freshman, sophomores, juniors and even the seniors to know that they can do anything they put their
minds to. That goes for everyone, no matter where you are in life.”
As of now, Section VI has canceled the indoor track season and wrestling doesn’t have a start date yet. However,
that’s not stopping DiGiulio from proving that hard work pays off and inspiring others to continue to stay active.
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