Core Beliefs about MTSS

We believe that a strong academic and social‐
emotional/behavioral foundation includes
diﬀerentiation to meet the needs of diverse
learners in the general education classroom.
We believe that a process of ongoing assess‐
ment improves learning outcomes for all chil‐
dren.
We believe that a focus on high‐quality in‐
struction in a well‐diﬀerentiated classroom,
with supplemental services matched to chil‐
dren’s needs, can both prevent academic and
social‐emotional/behavioral problems and re‐
duce the need for special education referrals.
We believe that children who demonstrate
unique learning needs deserve supplemental
services and supports. Through a carefully de‐
fined system of assessment, supports could
include diﬀerentiation, targeted interventions,
and specialized services.
We believe parents are our partners in the
delivery of high quality instruction, the under‐
standing of assessment, and the engagement
of a problem‐solving process, when indicat‐
ed.
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What is Multi‐Tiered
System of Supports (MTSS)?
Multi‐Tiered System of Supports
(MTSS) is an educational approach
that focuses on providing high quality,
researched‐based instruction and so‐
cial‐emotional/behavior supports with‐
in the general education setting. MTSS
is about helping all students achieve
high standards, from adding enrich‐
ment activities for more advanced
learners to providing various supports
for students with special needs.
Two key characteristics of MTSS are
 A three‐tiered system of supports
 The use of data and a problem‐

solving approach to plan for stu‐
dent success

The Three Tiers of Support
Tier 1: Universal
Everyone gets what he or she needs to
be available to learn academically and
to grow socially and emo‐
tionally into productive
citizens. Tier 1 involves
diﬀerentiating for all stu‐
dents in the classroom by
matching instruction to
readiness, learning styles,
and interests.
Tier 2: Targeted
Tier 2 interventions are delivered in
conjunction with Tier 1 and could in‐
clude additional targeted supports and
interventions based on student data.
Tier 2 interventions may occur in the
classroom or in an alternative setting.
The duration of the interventions
should be flexible, temporary, and
based on assessment of progress
Tier 3: Intensive
Tier 3 interventions are designed to
address students who are not demon‐
strating suﬃcient progress with Tier 1
and Tier 2 supports. Tier 3 meets the
needs identified in Tiers 1 and 2 and
may involve specialized instruction.

Data‐Informed Decision
Making
Three times per year, all grade‐level
teachers, including support staﬀ, meet
to review assessment data, obser‐
vations of behavior and other vari‐
ables for every student. Together,
team members determine appro‐
priate levels of student support or
enrichment. Progress is monitored
regularly and adjustments are
made accordingly. The approach
increases success for all students.
Parents’ Role in MTSS
Parents are key partners in the MTSS
process. When the educational team
recommends supports and/or interven‐
tions for a student, parents are notified.
Parents often support interventions at
home and partner in their child’s suc‐
cess.
If at any time you have questions about
your child’s supports or interventions,
please do not hesitate to contact your
child’s classroom teacher.

