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I. Executive Summary
Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc., (KLOA, Inc.) was retained by the Village of River Forest
and River Forest Public School District 90 to recommend a system of Safe Walking Routes to the
six public and parochial primary schools in the Village of River Forest and the River Forest
Community Center (RFCC), and to develop a street map exhibit illustrating the recommended
routes to the schools and RFCC. It is anticipated that the exhibits will be posted on the websites of
the Village, RFCC and subject schools, displayed at the schools and RFCC, and incorporated into
the parent/student handbooks. The six subject schools include:
District 90 Public Schools
• Roosevelt Middle School
• Lincoln Elementary School
• Willard Elementary School

Parochial Schools
• Grace Lutheran School
• St. Luke Parish School
• St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Elementary School

The recommended routes were identified after (1) meeting/communicating with Village staff,
Village Police Department representatives, and representatives of the subject schools and RFCC,
(2) reviewing various Village documents and school parent/student handbooks, (3) distributing a
survey regarding Safe Walking Routes to School to Village residents and to families attending the
public and private schools in River Forest, and (4) performing a field review of all streets in the
Village to document traffic controls and crosswalk markings, confirm pedestrian pathways, and
observe school traffic circulation and crossing guard operations.
The determination of the safest walking routes to the schools and RFCC is based on the premise
that students should cross streets at controlled locations where vehicles are required by law to
come to a full stop, either via stop sign or traffic-signal control or with assistance from a school
crossing guard. The recommended walking routes are also based on the premise that students will
generally take the quickest and most direct paths to school.
This study has identified several measures that can be implemented by the Village of River Forest
to enhance safety at the recommended street crossings along the school walking routes, including
traffic control modifications, crosswalk marking installations, and pedestrian crossing signage.
Many of these improvements address responses received from the survey.
Traffic control modifications include installation of stop signs where no traffic control signs or
Yield signs exist, reversing the directionality of the two-way stop control, and conversion of oneway/two-way stop control to all-way stop control. Crosswalk markings include the installation of
high-visibility “ladder-style” crosswalks at all recommended street crossings where no crosswalks
exist or where less-visible transverse crosswalks exist. Pedestrian crossing signage includes
crossings enhanced with static signage or signs featuring pedestrian-actuated flashing yellow
beacons where stop control was not feasible.
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This study has recommended two new locations for the posting of a crossing guard. One at Lake
Street/Lathrop Avenue adjacent to the southeast corner of St. Luke Parish School. The other at
Division Street/Ashland Avenue at the southeast corner of the Willard Elementary School block.
This study has also identified three locations were crossing guards could be removed in place of
other alternatives to address student safety. One location is on Oak Avenue at Ashland Avenue
where there are no recommended walking routes that cross Oak Avenue at this location. Another
location is at Division Street/Lathrop Avenue, where the crossing guard would be relocated to
Division Street/Ashland Avenue, closer to Willard Elementary School. The third location is at the
Roosevelt Middle School access driveways off Lathrop Avenue. At all three locations, the
recommended measures should be monitored to determine if they have been effective, if additional
measures are needed, or if the crossing guards should be redeployed.
Lastly, policies have been recommended for school crossing guards to follow to better balance
pedestrian safety and traffic flow.
The Appendix of this report includes the recommended SWRTS street maps for each school, a
map depicting all of the recommended street system changes such as intersections traffic controls
and pedestrian crossings, and the responses from the resident/parent survey on safe walking routes
to school.
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1. Introduction
This report summarizes the recommended Safe Walking Routes to the public and parochial
primary schools in the Village of River Forest and the River Forest Community Center (RFCC),
and the methodologies that informed the recommendations. The Safe Walking Routes to School
(SWRTS) have been depicted in a series of exhibits specific to each school and the RFCC. Each
exhibit provides a street map showing the recommended walking routes to the respective school,
which can be posted on the websites of the Village, RFCC and subject schools, displayed at the
schools and RFCC, and incorporated into the parent/student handbooks.

Schools Studied
SWRTS exhibits were prepared for all three primary schools in the River Forest Public School
District 90 system and all three parochial primary schools in the Village, as follows:
District 90 Public Schools
• Roosevelt Middle School
• Lincoln Elementary School
• Willard Elementary School

Parochial Schools
• Grace Lutheran School
• St. Luke Parish School
• St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Elementary School

A SWRTS exhibit was also prepared for the River Forest Community Center. A preliminary
review of Trinity High School was also performed to determine if a SWRTS exhibit would be of
benefit to the student base.

School Meetings
The Village of River Forest hosted a series of meetings on April 26, 2018 with KLOA and
representatives from District 90, Grace Lutheran School, St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School and
the River Forest Police Department. The Village also organized a conference call with KLOA and
representatives from St. Luke Parish School and River Forest Community Center. The purpose of
the meetings was to describe the SWRTS exhibits being prepared for each school and to obtain
input on any safety issues or areas of concern that should be considered as the maps are being
developed. Village staff also communicated by email with representatives of Trinity High School
to obtain more information on their student population to determine whether a SWRTS exhibit
would be of benefit.

Reports Reviewed
In advance of the preparation of the SWRTS exhibits, KLOA reviewed the following Village
documents as a foundation for the recommendations of the study.
•

Friendly Street Traffic Management Handbook, River Forest Traffic Control Task Force, May
9, 2005.
• Village of River Forest Comprehensive Plan, 2003.
• Parent/Student Handbook 2017-2018, River Forest Public Schools District 90
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2. Resident/Parent Survey
A survey regarding Safe Walking Routes to School was broadcast via various electronic platforms
to Village residents and to families attending the public and parochial schools in River Forest and
those utilizing the RFCC. Platforms included email, websites, Facebook posts, etc. A total of 312
surveys were returned. The survey questions
and responses are contained in the Appendix.
Key findings from the SWRTS survey are
summarized below:
•
•

•
•
•

More than 96% of responders were River
Forest residents
More than 51% of the responders also
identify themselves as guardians of students
in a River Forest school
Approximately 94% of the guardians were
of students in District 90 schools
Approximately 6% of the guardians were of students in River Forest parochial schools
More students walk to school then travel by any other mode

Several issues were repeatedly conveyed in the resident responses, including the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Concern for pedestrian safety at uncontrolled intersections
Need for more balanced traffic management by crossing guards along Lake Street
Need for all-way stop control along Lake Street at Park, Franklin and Ashland avenues
Need for all-way stop control at all intersections surrounding school sites
Need for more stop signs on Washington Boulevard
Need for better traffic control at the Keystone Avenue/Hawthorne Avenue intersection
Need for crosswalks on Hawthorne Avenue at Thatcher Avenue and Keystone Avenue
Need for a safe pedestrian crossing on Thatcher Avenue at Oak Avenue
Need for a safe pedestrian crossing on Park Avenue at Greenfield Street without sight line
conflicts with parked cars
Limited visibility for students walking under railroad underpasses between Hawthorne Avenue
and Central Avenue
Vehicular speeds along Hawthorne Avenue and Central Avenue, and non-compliance with
posted stop controls.
Concern for safety at intersection of Washington Boulevard/Franklin Avenue/Park Drive
School crossing guards only stopping traffic for students attending the crossing guard’s school
School crossing guards interfering with traffic flow not associated with student crossings
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3. SWRTS Exhibits
The SWRTS exhibits for each school and the RFCC were developed from GIS data and followed
a specific methodology to maximize student safety and minimize conflicts between vehicles and
pedestrians.

Data Collection
In April 2018, KLOA obtained GIS mapping files of the River Forest street system from Village
staff. KLOA then performed a field review of all streets in the Village to inventory traffic controls
and crosswalk markings, document one-way street operations, and confirm pedestrian pathways.
The GIS mapping and field data was incorporated into the SWRTS exhibits and informed the
recommendations of the study.

Field Observations
In April 2018, KLOA also conducted observations of school traffic circulation and crossing guard
activity. The observations were performed during student arrival and dismissal times and were
compared to any drop-off/pick-up procedures published in the Parent-Student Handbooks and/or
described in meetings with the school administrators. The observations are noted below under each
school. In general, most parents followed the school drop-off/pick-up procedures. Any noted
deviations from these procedures reflect observations only not approved procedures.

Methodology
The determination of the safest walking routes to the schools and RFCC is based on the premise
that students should be directed to cross streets at controlled locations where vehicles are required
by law to come to a full stop. A controlled location is generally an intersection where the approach
being crossed is marked with a crosswalk and is under stop sign control or traffic signal control if
there are pedestrian signal heads present. A controlled location is also considered a street crossing
that is not under stop or traffic signal control but has a crosswalk and a crossing guard in-place
during school arrival and dismissal hours. The recommended walking routes are also based on the
premise that students will generally take the quickest and most direct paths to school.
Based on these premises, stop signs were recommended at intersections where the preferred
walking route required a street crossing that was uncontrolled or under Yield control. At some
locations, the directionality of the two-way stop control was recommended to be reversed or
replaced with all-way stop control. On all preferred walking routes, high-visibility “ladder-style”
crosswalks were recommended at street crossings where no crosswalks exist or where less-visible
transverse (parallel line) crosswalks exist.

Safe Walking Routes to School Maps
The SWRTS exhibits depict the recommended walking routes to each school, from every
residential block in the public school attendance area and from several blocks out from the
parochial schools and RFCC, on a street map which can be posted on the websites of the Village,
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RFCC and subject schools, displayed at the schools and RFCC, and incorporated into the
parent/student handbooks. The walking routes are based on a determination as to the safest manner
for students to cross streets en-route to school.
Priority has been given to crossing students where traffic controls currently exist that bring
vehicles to a complete stop (i.e., traffic signals and stop signs) or where school crossing guards are
located that KLOA has determined should remain in-place. High-visibility crosswalks have been
recommended at these locations where they do not currently exist. At two-way stop locations
where it was not possible to cross a student at a stop-controlled approach without creating a
circuitous path to school that would likely not be followed, recommendations have been made to
either reverse the direction of the two-way stop control or convert to all-way stop control.
Lincoln Elementary School
Source: Google
Lincoln Elementary School serves students in
grades K-4 and had an enrollment of approximately
400 students during the 2017-2018 school year. The
District 90 administrative offices are also located at
Lincoln School. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs
along Park Avenue and Franklin Avenue. Many
students that reside on the south side of the railroad
approach from Franklin Avenue and cross Lake
Street where a school crossing guard is posted.
Students also travel through the intersections of
Lincoln Elementary School
Lake Street/Park Avenue, Oak Avenue/Park
Avenue, Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue and Oak
Avenue/Franklin Avenue, where crossing guards are also posted, and mix with the drop-off/pickup traffic flows. The recommended SWRTS exhibit for Lincoln Elementary School is in the
Appendix.

Willard Elementary School
Willard Elementary School serves students in grades K-4 and had an enrollment of approximately
375 students during the 2017-2018 school year. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs along Franklin
Avenue and Ashland Avenue. Students travel through the intersections of Division Street/Franklin
Avenue and Division Street/Lathrop
Avenue, where school crossing
guards are posted, and mix with the
drop-off/pick-up
traffic
flows.
Students also travel through the
Greenfield Street/Franklin Avenue
and
Greenfield
Street/Ashland
Avenue intersections where no
crossing guards are posted. The
recommended SWRTS exhibit for
Willard Elementary School is in the
Willard Elementary School
Source: Google
Appendix.
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Roosevelt Middle School
Roosevelt Middle School serves students in grades 5-8 and had an enrollment of approximately
665 students during the 2017-2018 school year. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs along Lathrop
Avenue, Jackson Avenue and Oak Avenue. Students
travel through the intersections of Lathrop Avenue/Oak
Source: Google
Avenue, Lathrop Avenue/Chicago Avenue and the
school driveways on Lathrop Avenue, where school
crossing guards are posted, and mix with the dropoff/pick-up traffic flows. Students also travel through
the intersections of Jackson Avenue/Oak Avenue and
Jackson Avenue/Chicago Avenue where crossing
guards are also posted. The recommended SWRTS
exhibit for Roosevelt Middle School is in the Appendix.
Roosevelt Middle School

Grace Lutheran School
Grace Lutheran School serves students in grades pre-K-8 and had an enrollment of approximately
211 students during the 2017-2018 school year, approximately 23 (11%) of whom are River Forest
residents. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs along
Bonnie Brae. Many parents also park in the Fenwick
High School athletic field parking lot and walk their
children across Division Street where the Grace
Lutheran crossing guard is posted (PM only). School
staff indicate that few students walk to school and
approximately 5 to 10 students regularly bike to
school. The recommended SWRTS exhibit for Grace
Lutheran School is in the Appendix.
Grace Lutheran School

Source: Google

St. Luke Parish School
St. Luke Parish School serves students in grades preK-8 and had an enrollment of approximately 350
students during the 2017-2018 school year,
approximately 125 (35%) of whom are River Forest
residents. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs within the
school parking lot off of Ashland Avenue with
Source: Google
St. Luke Parish School
stacking along the Ashland Avenue curb. School staff
indicates that approximately 40 to 50 students
regularly walk or bike to school. Students travel through the intersections of Lake Street/Ashland
Avenue, where a St. Luke crossing guard is posted, and mix with the drop-off/pick-up traffic flows.
Students also travel through the signalized intersection of Lake Street/Lathrop Avenue, where no
crossing guard is posted, and the intersections of Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue and Oak
Avenue/Lathrop Avenue where District 90 crossing guards are posted. The recommended SWRTS
exhibit for St. Luke Parish School is in the Appendix.
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St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School
St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School serves students in grades pre K-8 and had an enrollment of
approximately 260 students during the 2017-2018 school year, approximately 45 (18%) of whom
are River Forest residents. Approximately 155
students (60%) reside in Elmwood Park. Dropoff/pick-up activity occurs within the school
parking lot off of Le Moyne Parkway and along
Le Moyne Parkway, with stacking along the
west side of Jackson Avenue. The crossing
guard at North Avenue/Lathrop Avenue assists
the Elmwood Park walking students across
North Avenue. School staff have not observed
students riding their bikes to school. The
recommended SWRTS exhibit for St. Vincent
Source: Google
St. Vincent Ferrer School
Ferrer Catholic School is in the Appendix.
River Forest Community Center
During the school year the RFCC offers early childhood education and recreation programs, before
school/afterschool programs, and the Opportunity Knocks program for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. During the summer the RFCC offers Summer Camp programs. The
early childhood programs serve 65-75 youngsters and there are 50-65 participants in the before
school
and/or
afterschool
programs.
Approximately 30-40 participate in the recreation
Source: Google
programs and from 260-290 youth participate in
Summer Camp. Most early childhood participants
are dropped-off and pick-up by parents, some by
walking to the facility. Afterschool participants
arrive by school bus from the various schools.
During the school year, and during the summer
camps, groups of children are escorted by staff
through the neighborhood and to destinations such
as Keystone Park. Some participants in
River Forest Community Center
Opportunity Knocks also walk to the facility.
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Trinity High School Evaluation
Trinity High School had a 2017-2018 enrollment of 450 students and has an enrollment capacity
of 600 students. Of the current enrollment, approximately 29 (6.4%) reside in River Forest. School
staff indicates that less than 20 percent of those from River Forest have been observed walking or
biking to school. Some of those that do travel through the Lathrop Avenue/Division Street
intersection where a District 90 crossing guard is posted for Willard Elementary School. By
comparison, St. Vincent Ferrer has 60 percent more students that reside in River Forest than Trinity
High School, St. Luke Parish has four times as many students that reside in River Forest, and Grace
Lutheran has almost twice as high of a percentage of their student body that reside in River Forest
than Trinity High School.
Since very few Trinity High School students reside in the Village with fewer known to walk to
school, and being that high school students are typically more observant than primary school
students, it was determined that a SWRTS exhibit for Trinity High School would have little benefit
to the general student body.

Trinity High School
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4. Recommended Street & Traffic Control Changes
In support of the recommended school walking routes, several recommendations have been made
to enhance safety on the routes, including upgraded traffic controls and increased visibility of the
street crossings. Traffic control upgrades include installing stop signs where no traffic control signs
exist or where yield signs exist, reversing the directionality of the two-way stop control, converting
one-way or two-way stop control to all-way stop control, and implementing measures to increase
the visibility of existing signs. The street crossing improvements include installing high-visibility
(ladder-style) crosswalks where no crosswalks exist, replacing transverse (parallel-line)
crosswalks with more visible ladder-style markings, and installing school or pedestrian crossing
signage. Many of these recommendations address comments and concerns expressed by survey
respondents. An exhibit depicting the recommended street improvements is in the Appendix.

Installation of New Two-Way Stop Control
The following 14 uncontrolled four-way intersections are traversed by recommended school
walking routes. Two-way stop control is recommended to enhance safety on the uncontrolled
approaches being crossed.
Lincoln Elementary School
•

Clinton Place at Oak Avenue

•

Linden Street at Gale Avenue

•
•
•
•
•
•

Iowa Street at Park Avenue
Iowa Street at Franklin Avenue
Ashland Avenue at Iowa Street
Jackson Avenue at Iowa Street
William Street at Iowa Street
Clinton Place at Iowa Street

Willard Elementary School
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forest Avenue at Thomas Street
Berkshire Street at Monroe Avenue
Thomas Street at Franklin Avenue
Thomas Street at Jackson Avenue
Thomas Street at Ashland Avenue
Iowa Street at Keystone Avenue

Installation of New One-Way Stop Control
The following 21 uncontrolled three-way intersections are traversed by recommended school
walking routes. One-way stop control is recommended to enhance safety on the uncontrolled
approach being crossed.
Lincoln Elementary School
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Clinton Place at Holly Court
Holly Court at William Street
Holly Court at Bonnie Brae
Gale Avenue at Hawthorne Avenue
Keystone Avenue at Hawthorne Avenue
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Forest Avenue at Hawthorne Avenue
Linden Street at Forest Avenue
Linden Street at Park Avenue
Vine Street at Forest Avenue
Vine Street at Park Avenue

Willard Elementary School
−
−
−
−
−
−

−
−
−
−
−

Le Moyne Parkway at Park Avenue
Keystone Avenue at Greenfield Street
Forest Avenue at Greenfield Street
Bonnie Brae at Greenfield Street
Clinton Place at Greenfield Street
Berkshire Street at William Street

Thomas Street at Keystone Avenue
Thomas Street at Monroe Avenue
William Street at Augusta Street
Clinton Place at Augusta Street
Iowa Street at Forest Avenue

Installation of New All-Way Stop Control
The following uncontrolled four-way intersection is traversed
by recommended school walking routes to RFCC. All-way stop
control is recommended to enhance safety on the uncontrolled
approaches being crossed.
River Forest Community Center
•

Source: Google

Vine Street/Gale Avenue intersection

Reverse Directionality of Existing Two-Way Stop Control
The following two-way stop-controlled intersection is traversed by a recommended school walking
route, but the desired crossings are on the uncontrolled approaches. The directness of the walking
route would be compromised to the point where students may choose to cross at the uncontrolled
locations rather than take a circuitous alternate route to school. The recommendation is to switch
the two-way stop control from the current controlled street to the current uncontrolled street. This
change will have the additional benefit of reducing the consecutive number of intersections under
stop control on Thomas Street.
Willard Elementary School
•

Park Street at Thomas Street (switch two-way off Thomas Street)

Convert One-Way Stop Control to All-Way Stop Control
The following one-way stop-controlled intersection is traversed by a recommended school walking
route, but the desired crossing is on the uncontrolled approach. The directness of the walking route
would be compromised to the point where students may choose to cross at the uncontrolled
location rather than take a circuitous alternate route. The recommendation is to convert the oneway stop control at the intersection to all-way stop control. In addition, to increase the sight lines
to and from Greenfield Street, parking should be prohibited on the west side of Park Avenue from
8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. between the two offset legs of Greenfield Street. This parking regulation
is similar to the current regulation on the east side of Park Avenue between the two Greenfield
Street approaches and on the west side of Park Avenue south of Greenfield Street.
Willard Elementary School
•

Greenfield Street/Park Avenue intersection
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Convert Two-Way Stop Control to All-Way Stop Control
The following two-way stop-controlled intersection is traversed by recommended school walking
routes where the desired crossing is on the uncontrolled approach. The directness of the walking
route would be compromised to the point where students may choose to cross at the uncontrolled
location rather than take a circuitous alternate route. The recommendation is to convert the twoway stop control at the intersection to all-way stop control.
Willard Elementary School
•

Augusta Street/Franklin Avenue intersection

Lincoln Elementary School
•

Linden Street/Franklin Avenue intersection

In addition, it is typical for all-way stop control to be utilized on local streets surrounding primary
schools to give priority to student safety, particularly for schools that do not offer standard school
bus service and/or have a large number of students that walk or bike to school. However, there are
instances where the needs of the motoring public must be balanced with the needs of pedestrians,
particularly along arterial streets and collector streets that are meant to accommodate larger
volumes of traffic through a community, such as Lake Street and Division Street.
The following two two-way stop-controlled intersections are at the corners of school blocks and
are traversed by a large number of students. Oak Avenue and Franklin Avenue are classified as
local streets, so converting the two-way stop control to all-way stop control at the Oak
Avenue/Franklin Avenue intersection is appropriate. Division Street has a higher classification as
a collector street, which typically would have the right-of-way over a local street. However, there
are currently several all-way stop-controlled intersections with local streets along Division Street
to regulate traffic adjoining Trinity High School, Dominican University and Concordia University.
Regulating traffic adjacent to a primary school should take priority over older students. As such,
the two-way stop control at the Division Street intersection listed below is also recommended to
be converted to all-way stop control.
Lincoln Elementary School
•

Oak Avenue/Franklin Avenue intersection

Willard Elementary School
•

Division Street/Franklin Avenue intersection

Replacement of Yield Control with Stop Control
The following Yield-controlled intersection approaches are on recommended SWRTS street
crossings. The Yield control should be replaced with Stop control to enhance crossing safety.
Lincoln Elementary School
• Vine Street at Ashland Avenue
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Installation of Enhanced Crosswalks
The following uncontrolled locations are on recommended SWRTS street crossings. The
proximity of the crossing locations to traffic signal-controlled intersections of an arterial street
(i.e., Harlem Avenue or Lake Street) make these locations less feasible for to install stop control.
Alternatively, a high visibility crosswalk, pedestrian/school crossing signage, and an in-street
pedestrian/school crossing sign could be installed instead, similar to the Division Street crossing
at Bonnie Brae and the Lake Street crossing at Forest Avenue. These signs should be posted backto-back on both sides of the street to face both directions of travel.
Grace Lutheran School (School Crossing Sign with In-Street Sign)
•

Augusta Street at Bonnie Brae

Roosevelt Middle School (Pedestrian Crossing Sign with Rapid Flashing Beacons)
•

Oak Street at Thatcher Avenue

Source: Google

Enhanced Crosswalk with In-Street School Crossing Signs

Source: Google

Enhanced Crosswalk with Rapid Flashing Beacons
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Installation of New High-Visibility (Ladder-Style) Crosswalk
The following 162 unmarked intersection approaches are on recommended SWRTS street
crossings. Installation of a high-visibility (ladder-style) crosswalk is recommended.
Lincoln Elementary School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forest Ave (s approach) at Chicago Ave
Park Ave (s approach) at Chicago Ave
Keystone Ave (n approach) at Oak Ave
Forest Ave (n approach) at Oak Ave
Park Ave (both approaches) at Oak Ave
Ashland Ave (both approaches) at Oak Ave
Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Oak Ave
William St (both approaches) at Oak Ave
Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Oak Ave
Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Oak Ave
Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Quick Ave
Clinton Pl (n approach) at Quick Ave
William St (n approach) at Quick Ave
Monroe Ave (n approach) at Quick Ave
Holly Ct at Bonnie Brae
Clinton Pl at Holly Ct
Holly Ct at William St
William St (both approaches) at Lake St
Monroe Ave at Lake St
Edgewood Pl (s approach) at Lake St
Auvergne Pl at Lake St
River Oaks Dr at Lake St
Central Ave (w approach) at Franklin Ave
Central Ave (e approach) at Ashland Ave
Ashland Ave (s approach) at Hawthorne Ave

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Franklin Ave (s approach) at Hawthorne Ave
Hawthorne Ave (w approach) at Franklin Ave
Hawthorne Ave (e approach) at Ashland Ave
Park Ave at Hawthorne Ave
Forest Ave at Hawthorne Ave
Keystone Ave (s approach) at Hawthorne Ave
Hawthorne Ave (w approach) Keystone Ave
Gale Ave at Hawthorne Ave
Linden St (both approaches) at Gale Ave
Linden St (both approaches) at Keystone Ave
Linden St at Forest Ave
Linden St at Park Ave
Linden St (both approaches) at Ashland Ave
Ashland Ave (s approach) at Washington Blvd
Forest Ave (s approach) at Washington Blvd
Gale Ave (both approaches) at Washington
Washington Blvd (e approach) at Thatcher Ave
Keystone Ave (s approach) at Vine St
Vine St (both approaches) at Gale Ave
Vine St at Forest Ave
Vine St at Park Ave
Vine St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave
Vine St (both approaches) at Ashland Ave
Vine St at Lathrop Ave

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forest Ave (both approaches) at Thomas St
Augusta St (both approaches) at Park Ave
Augusta St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave
Jackson Ave (both approaches) at Greenfield St
Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Greenfield St
William St (both approaches) at Greenfield St
Thomas St (both approaches) at Jackson Ave
Thomas St (both approaches) at Ashland Ave
Thomas St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave
Park Ave (s approach) at Greenfield St (e leg)

Willard Elementary School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forest Ave (s approach) at North Ave
Le Moyne Pkwy at Park Ave
Keystone Ave at Greenfield St
Forest Ave at Greenfield St
Greenfield St (both approaches) at Park Ave
Thomas St at Keystone Ave
Ashland Ave (s approach) at Augusta St
Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Augusta St
William St at Augusta St
Clinton Pl at Augusta St
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bonnie Brae (s approach) at Augusta St
Clinton Pl at Greenfield St
Bonnie Brae at Greenfield St
Thomas St at Bonnie Brae
Thomas St at Monroe St
Iowa St (both approaches) at Bonnie Brae
Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Iowa St
William St (both approaches) at Iowa St
Park Ave (both approaches) at Thomas St
Iowa St (both approaches) at Monroe Ave
Iowa St at Forest Ave
Clinton Pl (n approach) at Chicago Ave
Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Chicago Ave
William St (n approach) at Chicago Ave

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy
Bonnie Brae (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy
William St (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy
Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy
Ashland Ave (n approach) at Le Moyne Pkwy
Le Moyne Pk (both approaches) at Franklin Ave
Jackson Ave (both approaches) at Iowa St
Ashland Ave (both approaches) at Iowa St Ave
Iowa St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave
Iowa St (both approaches) at Park Ave
Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy
Iowa St (both approaches) at Keystone Ave
Monroe Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Le Moyne Pkwy (w approach) at Harlem Ave
Le Moyne Pkwy (both approaches) at Bonnie Brae
Le Moyne Pkwy (both approaches) at Clinton Pl
Berkshire St (both approaches) at Jackson Ave
Franklin Ave (both approaches) at Chicago Ave
Berkshire St at William St
Ashland Ave (s approach) at North Ave
Quick Ave (both approaches) at William St

•

Ashland Ave (n approach) at Le Moyne Pkwy

Roosevelt Middle School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thatcher Ave (s approach) at Oak Ave
Park Ave (s approach) at North Ave
Keystone Ave (s approach) at Oak Ave
Forest Ave (s approach) at Oak Ave
Ashland Ave (n approach) at Augusta St
Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Augusta St
Franklin Ave (s approach) at North Ave
Clinton Pl (s approach) at Quick Ave
Monroe Ave (s approach) at Quick Ave

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School
•

Franklin Ave (both approaches) at Le Moyne

River Forest Community Center
•

Gale Ave (both approaches) at Vine St

Replacement of Existing Transverse Crosswalk with High-Visibility Crosswalk
The following 61 intersection approaches are on recommended SWRTS street crossings and are
currently marked with transverse (parallel line) crosswalks. It is recommended that the visibility
of these crosswalks be enhanced with ladder-style crosswalk markings.
Lincoln Elementary School
•
•
•
•

Keystone Ave (both approaches) at Chicago
Ashland Ave (s approach) at Chicago Ave
Oak Ave (e approach) at Park Ave
Jackson Ave at Lake St
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•
•
•
•

Linden St at Thatcher Ave
Linden St at Lathrop Ave
Washington Blvd (w approach) at Lathrop Ave
Vine St at Thatcher Ave

•
•

Thatcher Ave (both approaches) at Lake St
Edgewood Pl (n approach) at Lake St

•

Vine St at Harlem Ave

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lathrop Ave (both approaches) at Greenfield St
Thomas St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave
Augusta St at Thatcher Ave
Augusta St (both approaches) at Keystone Ave
Jackson Ave (both approaches) at Division St
Augusta St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave
Ashland Ave (both approaches) at Division St
Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Division St
Iowa St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave
Lathrop Ave (both approaches) at Thomas St

•
•
•
•
•

Greenfield St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave
Division St (both approaches) at Monroe Ave
Division St (both approaches) at Park Ave
Park Avenue (n approach) at Chicago Ave\
Ashland Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave

Willard Elementary School
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thomas St at Harlem Ave
Keystone Ave at Division St
Forest Ave at Division St
Park Ave (s approach) at Division St
Forest Ave (both approaches) at Augusta St
Iowa St at Harlem Ave
Iowa St at Thatcher Ave
William St (n approach) at Chicago Ave
William St at Division St
Bonnie Brae at Division St

Roosevelt Middle School
•
•
•
•
•
•

Division St (w approach) at Harlem Ave
Berkshire St (e approach) at Lathrop Ave
Keystone Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave
Forest Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave
Franklin Ave (both approaches) at Chicago
Augusta St (both approaches) at Monroe Ave

Grace Lutheran School
•

Dominican Priory Campus Drive at Division St

St. Luke Parish School
•

Oak Ave (w approach) at Park Ave

Source: Google

High-Visibility “Ladder-Style” Crosswalk

Standard “Transverse” Crosswalk
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5. Recommended School Crossing Guard Changes
The SWRTS study evaluated the current crossing guard locations, identified additional guard
locations desired in the survey responses or through dialogue with the schools, and recommended
changes to the crossing guard locations and operational policies. It is clear from the survey
responses that several of the crossing guard locations were based on driver behavior and violations
of the posted traffic control signs (speed limits, stop signs, etc.). Many responses related to drivers
not coming to a full stop at stop-controlled intersections.

Current Crossing Guard Locations
Crossing guards are currently posted at the following 16 intersections during school arrival and
dismissal times. The guards for the District 90 schools are retained from Andy Frain Services and
jointly funded by District 90 and the Village. The guard for St. Luke Parish is also retained from
Andy Frain Services and is funded by St. Luke. The guard deployed by Grace Lutheran School is
a school volunteer. The guard for St. Vincent Ferrer School is provided by the Village of Elmwood
Park as 60 percent of the students in the school are Elmwood Park residents.
Lincoln Elementary School
•
•
•

Lake St / Park Ave intersection
Lake St / Franklin Ave intersection
Oak Ave / Park Ave intersection

•
•

Oak Ave / Franklin Ave intersection
Oak Ave / Ashland Ave intersection

•

Division St / Lathrop Ave intersection

Willard Elementary School
•

Division St / Franklin Ave intersection

Roosevelt Middle School
•
•
•

Oak Ave / Lathrop Ave intersection
• Chicago Ave / Jackson Ave intersection
Oak Ave / Jackson Ave intersection
• Roosevelt MS N & S Drives on Lathrop Ave
Chicago Ave / Lathrop Ave intersection (signalized)

Grace Lutheran School
•

Division St / Bonnie Brae intersection (PM only)

St. Luke Parish School
•

Lake St / Ashland Ave intersection

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School
•

North Ave / Lathrop Ave intersection (signalized)
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Desired New Crossing Guard Locations
The following intersections were identified in the survey responses as locations where additional
crossing guards are desired.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lake Street/Lathrop Avenue (signalized)
Franklin Avenue/Hawthorne Avenue
Franklin Avenue/Central Avenue
Greenfield Street/Park Avenue
Greenfield Street/Franklin Avenue
Greenfield Street/Ashland Avenue
Greenfield Street/Lathrop Avenue
Division Street/Ashland Avenue
Along Washington Boulevard

Proposed Crossing Guard Locations
Current and recommended locations for the posting of school crossing guards are discussed below
based on the form of traffic control and the subject intersections.
Traffic Signal Controlled Intersections
Crossing guards are located at two signalized intersections in the Village, including one serving
Roosevelt Middle School (Chicago Avenue/Lathrop Avenue) and one serving St. Vincent Ferrer
Catholic School (North Avenue/Lathrop Avenue). Due to the width of these street crossings and
high traffic volumes and speeds, it is appropriate to maintain crossing guards at these intersections
to supplement the pedestrian signal heads and high-visibility crosswalks.
The intersection of Lake Street/Lathrop Avenue is adjacent to the southeast corner of the St. Luke
Parish School block and is another signalized intersection in which student safety would be
enhanced with the addition of a crossing guard. The reasoning for this recommendation is the same
as that for the two signalized intersections noted above (road width, traffic volume and speeds).
Recommendation:
•
•

Maintain crossing guard at Chicago Ave/Lathrop Ave and North Ave/Lathrop Ave
Post new crossing guard at Lake Ave/Lathrop Ave

All-Way Stop Controlled Intersections
It is typical for all-way stop control to be utilized on local streets surrounding primary schools to
give priority to student safety, particularly for schools that do not offer standard school bus service
and/or have a large number of students that walk to school. This form of stop control, combined
with highly-visible crosswalk markings, is generally sufficient in calming traffic around schools
such that crossing guards may not always be needed to supplement the traffic control signs.
However, due to driver behavior in River Forest, crossing guards have been posted at all-way stop
controlled intersections near Willard Elementary School (Division/Lathrop), Lincoln Elementary
School (Park/Oak), and Roosevelt Middle School (Oak/Lathrop, Oak/Jackson).
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KLOA concurs with keeping the crossing guards at the corners of the primary school sites until
additional safety measures are installed and monitored for effectiveness. These include all
locations noted above except for the Division Street/Lathrop Avenue intersection. The safety
measures are listed below and are aimed at reinforcing the stop controls and modifying driver
behavior. If the measures prove effective, consideration could be given to removing some or all of
the crossing guards. The measures should also be installed at the intersection of Division
Street/Lathrop Avenue where the guard is recommended to be relocated to the southeast corner of
the Willard Elementary School block at Division Street/Ashland Avenue, as discussed below.
•
•
•
•

Using In-Street School Crossing signs
Replacing the stop signs with stop signs that feature flashing LED lighting around the frame
Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts
Reconstructing the intersection as a raised intersection with different pavement treatment

Survey responses and discussions with the River Forest Police Department suggested
consideration for posting additional crossing guards at the four intersections of Hawthorne Avenue
and Central Avenue with Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue due to the limited sight lines at
the railroad underpass and the volume of traffic and pedestrian activity. Consideration should first
be given to reinforcing the all-way stop controls at these intersections with measures aimed at
modifying driver behavior. The intersections could then be monitored to determine if the measures
have been effective, if additional measures are needed, or if crossing guards should be deployed.
Enhancement options could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Installing high-visibility crosswalks across the SWRTS paths on Central and Hawthorne
Using In-Street School Crossing signs on the crosswalks
Replacing the stop signs with stop signs that feature flashing LED lighting around the frame
Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts
Posting of convex mirrors to improve sight lines from acute angles
Improving the lighting under the viaducts

Survey responses also requested consideration for posting a crossing guard on Park Avenue at
Greenfield Street. As noted above, the one-way stop controls at this intersection are recommended
to be upgraded to all-way stop control at the east leg of Greenfield Street, which should improve
pedestrian safety crossing Park Avenue. The intersection could then be monitored to determine if
the measure has been effective, if additional measures are needed, or if a crossing guard should
still be considered.
Recommendation:
•

Maintain crossing guard, install additional safety measures, and monitor Oak Ave/Park Ave,
Oak Ave/Lathrop Ave, and Oak Ave/Jackson Ave

•

Relocate crossing guard at Division/Lathrop to Division/Ashland, install additional safety
measures at Division/Lathrop, and monitor

•

Install additional safety measures and monitor Hawthorne Ave/Franklin Ave, Hawthorne
Ave/Ashland Ave, Central Ave/Franklin Ave, Central Ave/Ashland Ave

• Install all-way stop control on east leg of Park Ave/Greenfield St and monitor
FINAL
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Red Retroreflective Sign Post Inserts

LED-Enhanced Stop Signs

Source: Google

Convex Safety Mirrors

Raised Intersections

LED Underpass Lighting

Source: arklighting.co

Two-Way Stop Controlled Intersections
Crossing guards are also located at two-way stop-controlled intersections near Lincoln Elementary
School (Lake Street/Park Avenue, Lake Street/Franklin Avenue, Oak Avenue/Franklin Avenue),
Willard Elementary School (Division Street/Franklin Avenue), Roosevelt Middle School (Chicago
Street/Jackson Avenue, Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue), and St. Luke Parish School (Lake
Street/Ashland Avenue). All intersections are at the corners of school sites with the exception of
the Oak/Ashland intersection. Two-way stop-controlled intersections are the most critical for use
of crossing guards as they assist students across the uncontrolled intersection approaches.
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Ideally there would be all-way stop control (or traffic signal control) at the intersections on all four
corners of the block surrounding a primary school. However, there are instances where the needs
of the motoring public must be balanced with the needs of pedestrians, particularly along arterial
streets like Lake Street that serve as primary vehicular travelways through the Village where
vehicular flow is controlled with traffic signals. There are also locations in close proximity to
traffic-signal controlled intersections where traffic stacking at an all-way stop controlled
intersection could impede traffic movements through the signalized locations, such as the Division
Street/Chicago Avenue intersection.
Streets of lower functional classification typically traverse residential neighborhoods, such as
Division Street (collector street) and Oak Avenue, Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue (all local
streets). The intersection traffic controls on these lower volume streets can be modified around
school sites to balance traffic efficiency and pedestrian safety.
The current two-way stop control is recommended to be converted to all-way stop control at the
Oak Avenue/Franklin Avenue intersection, located at the northeast corner of the block surrounding
Lincoln Elementary School, and at the intersection of Division Street/Franklin Avenue, at the
southwest corner of the block surrounding Willard Elementary School.
Based on the distance from Willard Elementary School, consideration should be given to
relocating the crossing guard at the Division Street/Lathrop Avenue intersection to the Division
Street/Ashland Avenue intersection. Other measures could be implemented at Division
Street/Lathrop Avenue to maintain safety for student crossings, as noted previously.
Based on the distance from Willard Elementary School and Roosevelt Middle School,
consideration should also be given to removing the crossing guard at the Oak Avenue/Ashland
Avenue intersection and installing other measures to discourage student crossings of Oak Avenue
at this location, maintain adequate sight lines, and calm traffic flows from St. Luke Parish School.
The intersection could then be monitored to determine if the measures have been effective, if
additional measures are needed, or if the guards should be redeployed. Measures could include:
•

Removing the high-visibility crosswalks across the uncontrolled Oak Avenue approaches

•

Installing high-visibility crosswalks on the stop-controlled Ashland Avenue approaches

•

Posting of signs prohibiting stopping, standing, parking within 20 feet of the intersection

•

Installing signage reinforcing the Oak Avenue crossing location at Lathrop Avenue or Franklin
Avenue where crossing guards are stationed

•

Using In-Street School Crossing signs on the Ashland Avenue crosswalks

•

Installing flashing LED lighting around the stop sign frames and Do Not Enter signs (on timers
during school hours)

•

Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts

Recommendation:
•

Maintain crossing guard at Lake St/Park Ave, Lake St/Franklin Ave, Lake Street/Ashland Ave,
and Chicago Ave/Jackson Ave
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•

Maintain crossing guard and install all-way stop control at Oak Ave/Franklin Ave and
Division St/Franklin Ave

•

Remove crossing guard at Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue and install and monitor other safety
measures to discourage crossings of Oak Avenue at Ashland

•

Relocate crossing guard from Division/Lathrop to Division/Ashland

Roosevelt Middle School Driveway Intersections
Crossing guards are also located at both Roosevelt Middle School access driveways on Lathrop
Avenue. These are additional locations where other measures could be installed to increase
pedestrian safety and motorist awareness in place of the crossing guards. Again, the driveways
could then be monitored to determine if the measures have been effective, if additional measures
are needed, or if the crossing guards should be redeployed. The measure could include:
•
•
•
•

Installing high-visibility crosswalks across the driveway aprons on Lathrop Avenue
Using In-Street School Crossing signs on the driveways
Installing stop signs that feature flashing LED lighting around the frame on the driveway exits
Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts

Recommendation:
• Remove crossing guard at Roosevelt Middle School driveways and install and monitor other
safety measures

Proposed Changes in Crossing Guard Policies
The crossing guards’ principle objective should be to safely guide students across the street. Where
possible, traffic should be stopped in sequence with nearby traffic signals such that traffic delays
at the crossing guards’ intersection are minimized. However, the guards should at no time take on
the role of a traffic management officer. Several survey responses were received advising that the
crossing guards were significantly and unnecessarily delaying traffic movements, particularly
along Lake Street.
Observations of Crossing Guard Activity
Field observations conducted by KLOA along Lake Street during the weekday peak hours of
school traffic activity indicated that traffic congestion from the school crossings exists for the
following reasons:
•

Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards at Park Avenue and Franklin Avenue do not stop
traffic on Lake Street for pedestrian crossings in concert with each other, causing concurrent
traffic queues on Lake Street between the two intersections.

•

Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards do not stop traffic on Lake Street for pedestrian
crossings in concert with the St. Luke Parish crossing guard at Ashland Avenue, causing
Lake Street traffic queues between Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue.
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•

St. Luke Parish crossing guard at Ashland Avenue at times stops traffic on Lake Street for
pedestrian crossings when Lake Street receives the green indication at the Lathrop Avenue
traffic signal causing Lake Street traffic queues that extend back to the Lathrop intersection.

•

St. Luke Parish crossing guard at Ashland Avenue also stops traffic on Lake Street to allow
northbound vehicles on Ashland Avenue to turn left onto Lake Street or continue north on
Ashland Avenue, and eastbound vehicles on Lake Street to turn left onto Ashland Avenue.

•

School-related traffic queues extended along Lake Street from Park Avenue through Lathrop
Avenue and along southbound Lathrop Avenue between Oak Avenue and Hawthorne Avenue.

Based on the above observations, the following policies are recommended for school crossing
guards to better balance pedestrian safety and traffic flow. The guards should receive periodic
training to reinforce these policies.
Recommended Crossing Guard Policies
1. Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards on Lake Street at Park Avenue and Franklin
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Lake Street for pedestrian
crossings.
2. Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards on Oak Avenue at Park Avenue and Franklin
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Oak for pedestrian crossings.
3. Roosevelt Middle School crossing guards on Oak Avenue at Lathrop Avenue and Jackson
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Oak Avenue for pedestrian
crossings.
4. Roosevelt Middle School crossing guards on Chicago Avenue at Jackson Avenue should
coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Chicago Avenue with the north/south green
phase at the Chicago Avenue/Lathrop Avenue intersection.
5. Willard Elementary School crossing guards on Division Street at Franklin Avenue and Ashland
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Division Street for
pedestrian crossings.
6. St. Luke Parish crossing guard on Lake Street at Ashland Avenue should coordinate the times
that traffic is stopped on Lake Street with the north/south green phase at the Lake
Street/Lathrop Avenue intersection.
7. Grace Lutheran School crossing guard on Division Street at Bonnie Brae should coordinate
the times that traffic is stopped on Division Street with the north/south green phase at the
Division Street/Harlem Avenue intersection.
8. Crossing guards should assist students across the street regardless of which school they attend.
9. Crossing guards should extend across the street centerline, at a minimum, while assisting
students across the street.
10. Crossing guards should at no time direct traffic movements within the street.
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6. Conclusions
This Safe Walking Routes to School (SWRTS) study has included an exhibit for each of the private
and parochial primary schools in River Forest, and the River Forest Community Center, that can
be used as a guide by students, parents and guardians to travel to school and the Community Center
by the safest paths possible. Each exhibit provides a street map showing the recommended walking
routes to the respective school or RFCC, which can be posted on the websites of the Village, RFCC
and subject schools, displayed at the schools and RFCC, and incorporated into the parent/student
handbooks.
Further, this study has identified several measures that can be implemented by the Village of River
Forest to enhance safety at the street crossings along the school walking routes, including traffic
control modifications, crosswalk marking installations, and pedestrian crossing signage. Many of
these improvements address responses received from the survey.
This study has recommended two new locations for the posting of a crossing guard. One at Lake
Street/Lathrop Avenue adjacent to the southeast corner of St. Luke Parish School for the same
reasons as the guards currently posted at the other signalized intersections adjoining school blocks
(road width, traffic volume and speeds). The other at Division Street/Ashland Avenue at the
southeast corner of the Willard Elementary School block.
This study has also identified three locations were crossing guards could be removed in place of
other alternatives to address student safety. One location is on Oak Avenue at Ashland Avenue
where there are no recommended walking routes that cross Oak Avenue at this location. Another
location is at Division Street/Lathrop Avenue, where the crossing guard would be relocated to
Division Street/Ashland Avenue, closer to Willard Elementary School. The third location is at the
Roosevelt Middle School access driveways off Lathrop Avenue. At all three locations, the
recommended measures should be monitored to determine if they have been effective, if additional
measures are needed, or if the crossing guards should be redeployed.
Lastly, policies have been recommended for school crossing guards to follow to better balance
pedestrian safety and traffic flow.
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Appendix
SWRTS Exhibits
Lincoln Elementary School
Willard Elementary School
Roosevelt Middle School
Grace Lutheran School
St. Luke Parish School
St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School
River Forest Community Center

Recommended Street Improvements
Resident/Parent Survey
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Q1 Are you a: (Check all that apply)
Answered: 312

Skipped: 0

Resident of
River Forest
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Resident of River Forest

96.15%

300

Guardian of a student in a school in River Forest

51.28%

160

Neither

2.24%

Total Respondents: 312
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Q2 If not a guardian of a student in a school in River Forest, please feel
free to provide any general comments on the safety of walking routes to
the schools, then please skip to question 10.
Answered: 51

Skipped: 261

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Since the bump outs on Lake steeet were configured many car owners avoid Lake street and use
Oak street as an alternative. Much more car teaffic going at high speeds

5/22/2018 7:02 AM

2

#1 problem: drivers drive too fast everywhere in RF. #2 problem: cell phone and texting in school
zones.

5/19/2018 6:16 PM

3

My kids walk and ride their bikes from Linden and Park to Lincoln and Roosevelt everyday.
Hawthorne is very dangerous and cars are going over the speed limit and not fully stopping at the
stop sign. The same is true on Central and Franklin Ave. The Village should install speed cameras
that monitor during school hours, and mimic the city of Chicago’s speed cameras by schools.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

4

Thatcher crossing on Oak St is not pedestrian or bike friendly. There are lots of pedestrians and
cyclists, including lots of kids, that cross that intersection to go to school or visit the forest
preserve. Would be great to have a yellow light that could be activated by pedestrians as needed
when crossing Thatcher.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

5

This issue is not applicable to me.

5/15/2018 11:25 AM

6

I believe that students and parents are unlikely to walk any route other than what is most
convenient or pleasant and I doubt this new map will have an impact.

5/14/2018 8:42 PM

7

I'm concerned about inattentive drivers hitting our child when he walks and/or rides his bike to
school.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

8

parent

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

9

I think it would be great to have the flashing stop signs in more areas close to schools. I feel like
you have to be very cautious even at 4 way stops. Some 4 way crosses don’t have any stop signs
which is very unsafe

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

10

the intersection of washington and vine is not safe, needs a stop sign

5/10/2018 8:35 PM

11

Cars drive too fast and people are on their phones. There are unprotected intersections where a
child can easily get hit if a car isn't paying attention.

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

12

I wish there was a crossing guard at Lake and Lathrop.

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

13

A mapped route available at Schools and Community Center, Banks and Food Markets would be
nice and informative.

5/10/2018 9:14 AM

14

I would hope that crossing guards have training to alert them to the safety of the children as well as
the safety of the vehicle traffic... the St Luke crossing guards on Lake St don't seem to realize that
they significantly impact the Lake St vehicle traffic and make the situation less safe

5/10/2018 8:18 AM

15

Intersection at Franklin and Lake needs to be a 4-way stop. Intersections around the 800 blocks
that have no stop sign in any direction are dangerous.

5/9/2018 7:38 PM

16

The turns from Franklin on to Lake st. need to be right turn only.

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

17

N/a

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

18

The biggest danger in River Forest are parent drivers who are in a hurry to get their kids to school.
Those students that walk need to make sure they not only stop at the corner but wait to cross the
street if there is a car coming, even if there is a stop sign!

5/9/2018 5:06 PM

19

Still trying to figure that out, but always walk in groups.

5/9/2018 4:47 PM

20

My children, when they attended Lincoln and Roosevelt walked to school each day. I had them
walk on Lake Street because that's where the crossing guards were but there was not one at Lake
and Lathrop. I walked my children to and from school every day because I was concerned about
their safety. Once they were in Roosevelt, they were down the street so I let them walk alone.

5/9/2018 4:14 PM
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21

I believe there should be someone to help cross the children at Franklin Ave between Central and
Hawthorne Ave

5/9/2018 3:38 PM

22

There are many intersections w no stop signs at all. If cars are not familiar w River Forest, they
speed right through causing potential danger to any walkers in the vicinity

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

23

Crossing all uncontrolled intersections is very dangerous for all students on bikes and walking. I
have seen many near misses.

5/9/2018 2:49 PM

24

I am a guardian.

5/9/2018 2:43 PM

25

I would love to encourage students to only use controlled intersections when they are walking. As
a side note, I think that it's still shocking that the village has uncontrolled intersections at all. It
would slow down drivers and also ensure that every intersection is safer.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

26

Very busy traffic on Lake Street at any of the crossing from South to North. Impatient and
dangerous behavior of drivers.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

27

I have concerns about crossing Thatcher at Oak Street. I think there should be a pedestrian
crossing with flashing lights.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

28

We live south of train. Crossing Washington is hazardous, mostly due to cross town (non-resident)
traffic. Speeding and disregard to crosswalks are the major issues.

5/9/2018 2:19 PM

29

There is not enough police present during the commute to and from school. Traffic speeds right by
our kids

5/9/2018 2:09 PM

30

NA

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

31

Generally good but the intersection of Division and Lathrop is troublesome.

5/9/2018 2:05 PM

32

I live at 319 Keystone and cars zoom by at speeds upwards of 40mph at all times of the day.
Currently there is no stop sign at the intersection of Keystone and Hawthorne so it enhances
people’s ability to speed and not stop or pause for pedestrians. There are a number of children
who take this route to Lincoln Elementary school both walk and bike and it is my fear that someone
willl get hit.

5/9/2018 1:23 PM

33

Corner of Keystone and Hawthorne needs a stop sign.

5/9/2018 12:08 PM

34

My last child just graduated and had 2 attend over the years. Our home is central to all schools. My
thoughts are the current routes are safe. Creating new routes in no way guarantees students will
use them. Start ticketing all the parents dropping off students who continue to roll through stop
signs and talk on phones.

5/9/2018 9:15 AM

35

We need a stop sign at Hawthorne and Keystone. Cars are always rolling through and I have a
young child just getting ready to start walking on her own. I don't feel that she is completely safe
with the heavy traffic that we have on Keystone and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 8:38 AM

36

In general students should only cross at designated crosswalks and stoplights. There are too
many intersections with no stop signs or signals in either direction

5/8/2018 10:09 PM

37

Many east-west streets in the village have become difficult to cross during rush hour - Chicago,
Lake, Augusta, Division, etc.

5/8/2018 7:08 PM

38

Students cross Thatcher at Oak Ave. on their way primarily to Roosevelt (sometimes to Lincoln as
well) this is a busy intersection for both students and others and there is no cross walk It's a
dangerous corner for crossing on foot at times (cars often are going over the 25mph speed limit on
Thatcher).

5/8/2018 9:51 AM

39

2-year old and 4-year old who walk to playgrounds daily

5/8/2018 6:25 AM

40

I would think that if a student stayed off of Harlem avenue or the alley behind it, any route in RF
should be safe.

5/7/2018 11:28 PM

41

Na

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

42

Our children only recently graduated from the RF school system. We asked them to only cross the
busiest streets where there were stop signs or lights. And, told them to think of everyone driving a
car as an idiot, i.e. they were responsible for keeping themselves safe not the driver of the car.

5/7/2018 8:48 PM

43

I am a parent of a preschooler and live very close to Lincoln, St.Lukes, and Roosevelt. I find it very
unsafe that there are no stop signs along Oak so close to both schools. I know that new crosswalk
signs were put up, but there’s no reason not to have a stop sign to slow down traffic.

5/7/2018 6:22 PM

44

Need crosding guard/stop digns at Franklin and Oak

5/7/2018 5:39 PM

45

The crossing at Park and Greenfield is very dangerous, with students from Dominican University
speeding down Park.

5/7/2018 5:04 PM
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46

I think there are some intersections that are a bit dangerous due to cars not fully coming to a stop
and several that have no signals (no yield or stop signs) in any direction, that should have
something posted.

5/7/2018 4:32 PM

47

Drivers drive very fast and speed through stop signs in all parts of the villages including where
children walk to school.

5/7/2018 3:48 PM

48

There needs to be clear choice of the safest way to school

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

49

I have a four year old who will attend Lincoln eventually. As well as a one year old. We do walk to
Lincoln from our house for sports practice. And I also ride my bike everywhere with both of them in
a burley attached to my bike.

5/5/2018 9:10 AM

50

The traffic light at Franklin and Washington is way too short for people trying to cross Washington.

5/5/2018 8:29 AM

51

Crosswalks need to be marked so students from the west side of River Forest can safely cross
Thatcher Ave and other busy streets.

5/4/2018 11:38 PM
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Q3 If you are a student guardian, which school(s) do they attend? (Check
all that apply)
Answered: 255

Skipped: 57

Willard
Elementary...
Lincoln
Elementary...
Roosevelt
Middle School
St. Vincent
Ferrer Catho...
Grace Lutheran
School
St. Luke
Parish School
Trinity High
School
Keystone
Montessori...
Other (please
specify)
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ANSWER CHOICES

RESPONSES

Willard Elementary School

34.51%

88

Lincoln Elementary School

40.78%

104

Roosevelt Middle School

52.55%

134

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School

0.78%

2

Grace Lutheran School

1.18%

3

St. Luke Parish School

4.31%

11

Trinity High School

1.18%

3

Keystone Montessori School

1.18%

3

Other (please specify)

6.27%

16

Total Respondents: 255
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

Concordia preschool

5/19/2018 12:20 PM

2

Concordia ECEC

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

3

Concordia University Early Childhood Development Center

5/11/2018 9:50 AM

4

Glasser Preschool

5/10/2018 9:28 AM
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5

Lincoln and Roosevelt

5/10/2018 8:03 AM

6

OPRFHS

5/9/2018 9:38 PM

7

Concordia for full day kindergarten

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

8

St Giles Dominican

5/9/2018 3:10 PM

9

And OPRF (not sure why this school isn’t included. Our children and tax payer dollars go OPRF)

5/9/2018 2:36 PM

10

and pre-K at Concordia

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

11

River Forest Community Center

5/9/2018 1:23 PM

12

Oprf

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

13

RIver Forest Community Center

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

14

Oprf

5/7/2018 9:28 PM

15

Oak Park River Forest Highschool (even though not in RF kids still need to commute there!)

5/7/2018 4:20 PM

16

Mosaic Montessori Academy

5/7/2018 2:50 PM
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Q4 How does your student normally travel to and from school? (Check all
that apply)
Answered: 261

Skipped: 51

School Bus

Drop-off/Pick-u
p by Car

Walk

Bike

CTA Bus

Not Applicable
Other (please
specify)
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School Bus

3.45%

Drop-off/Pick-up by Car

68.20%

178

Walk

81.61%

213

Bike

50.96%

133

CTA Bus

1.53%

4

Not Applicable

1.92%

5

Other (please specify)

3.45%

9

9

Total Respondents: 261
#

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

DATE

1

I would like my children to bike, but I’m worried that it isn’t safe.

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

2

Drop off

5/10/2018 8:03 AM

3

Scooter, rollerblade

5/9/2018 7:52 PM

4

Drive

5/9/2018 7:38 PM

5

We would prefer to bike to school (1 mile away is a long walk for little legs) if the District 90 policy
did not strongly discourage younger grade students from biking.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

6

After school goes to RFCC via bus

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

7

dropped off by parent - picked up by aftercare bus

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

8

Oprf gets a ride

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

9

Scooter

5/7/2018 2:50 PM
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Q5 If you drive to/from school, are there any traffic conflicts or safety
issues that you experience along the way? (please specify by location)
Answered: 185

Skipped: 127

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Frustrated drivers who get caught in the rush and then speed off after the stop sign at Lathrop and
Oak.

5/19/2018 6:16 PM

2

Drop off lane on Franklin side is a disaster, buses park in the parent drop off lane

5/19/2018 1:07 PM

3

Washington Blvd at Park is a terrible intersection. Cars drive extremely fast from Keystone to
franklin. Park Ave has become thru from Madison to Washington Blvd with many fast drivers.
Crossing lake street at any interaction is always difficult at drop off and pick up tones due to traffic.
My kids walk because of many blind spots along viaducts

5/19/2018 12:31 PM

4

Making a left turn from Lake to Lincoln school

5/19/2018 12:20 PM

5

We typically don’t drive. My only concern is underpass on Franklin. People heading from west
don’t look for kids that are heading north from south RF.

5/18/2018 7:17 PM

6

Some traffics congestion outside Willard but nothing major

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

7

I don’t drive because it is faster to walk.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

8

The Willard and Roosevelt pickups/dropoffs are congested messes. Willard in particular has
declined over the years, and was much better when Ms. Brownlow policed it. There needs to be
some authority present at Willard - it doesn't need to be each and every day at all locations - but
having someone out there regularly would be a great deterrent.

5/17/2018 5:20 PM

9

The new one way street arrangement around Jackson and Oak is really crazy. As is the lack of
short-term parking options for pick-up and drop-off.

5/17/2018 2:46 PM

10

crazy/speeding on Lathrop between Augusta and Division.

5/16/2018 10:44 AM

11

The backup on Ashland especially at pickup is annoying and could be improved.

5/16/2018 8:59 AM

12

Ashland and Oak. The crossing guard is horrible and doesn’t not seem to understand how to
manage traffic. Intersection needs a 4 way stop sign !!! There is too much traffic and too many
students walking for this intersection not to have a stop sign. Not safe for our kids !!!

5/15/2018 8:02 PM

13

Iowa no stop signs at Jackson Speed of cars around schools No street markings Need greater
police presence to enforce parking restrictions

5/15/2018 6:08 PM

14

Confusion at Ashland/Oak re: one-way during school hours. Occasionally cars disregard one way
which causes confusion for walkers. Intersection of Oak/Lathrop is challenging for walkers in
general as cars do not generally give walkers right of way. Drivers please put your phones down.

5/15/2018 3:00 PM

15

Long waits to cross Thatcher on Oak St.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

16

I drive to and from the Metra via Lake street. I notice cars going around cars waiting to make a left
turn onto Park every day of the week. the new curbs are not helping. Someone will get hit.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

17

People frequently let their children out of the car at the 4 way intersection of Lathrop and the road
one block south of Chicago. Also, the intersections near the viaduct (Lathrop and North Blvd) are
sometimes confusing for our child to determine if it's his turn to cross the street. He's not certain
who has the right-of-way.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

18

Crossing Division without Stop Sign at Franklin or Ashland.

5/14/2018 7:40 PM

19

no

5/14/2018 10:26 AM

20

Main issue is the traffic on Lake street if you are traveling from south River Forest. It is impossible
to turn left or even cross the street going straight at Park so I usually take a route where I am only
making right turns onto Lake.

5/14/2018 9:14 AM

21

crossing at lathrop and oak. Trying to turn left or go straight across at Lake and Franklin

5/13/2018 6:42 PM

22

Congestion

5/11/2018 9:50 AM

23

parents dont stop at stop signs or crosswalks parents block driveways

5/11/2018 9:39 AM
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24

Since my child is a kindergartener, parking and walking him inside is always like a game of frogger
in the morning. I feel the crossing guards do their best to control traffic.

5/11/2018 8:09 AM

25

We usually walk. They have to cross over division. I also think the exit off of Ashland and Division
is dangerous with no stop sign or even someone temporarily allowing cars off the street.

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

26

Lake Street in the morning rush-hour can be challenging traffic

5/10/2018 8:42 PM

27

no

5/10/2018 8:35 PM

28

Lots of traffic at all times, of all types. Also, inconsiderate rushed parents dropping off/picking up
kids who don't seem to believe that the rules apply to them.

5/10/2018 7:54 PM

29

no

5/10/2018 4:54 PM

30

Visibly from vehicles when turning on Lake and Franklin intersection with stopping traffic and
students crossing.

5/10/2018 4:32 PM

31

Keystone and Hawthorne - there is no stop signs, thus cars do not come to a complete stop
Keystone and Linden - There is no stop sign on Keystone, cars speed down Keystone between
Washington and Hawthorne in an effort to park and catch the train.

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

32

N/A

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

33

I feel that there should be a also be crossing guard at the intersection of Division and Ashland.
People in cars are in such a hurry that they don't always stop for walking/biking students or are not
observant of walking/biking children.

5/10/2018 12:46 PM

34

Greenfield & Park is a dangerous intersection.

5/10/2018 11:54 AM

35

Transporting my kids to school and dropping them off has become safer since installation of traffic
guards at intersections of Park and Oak and Franklin and Oak. The crossing guards that come out
in the very middle of the intersection (such as Lathrop and Oak) provide the safest crossing for our
kids and for drivers to be forced to stop while kids are crossing. This makes it very clear to the kids
and drivers that all cars are stopped and no one will get hit.

5/10/2018 11:48 AM

36

Cars not stopping fully at stop signs, or giving right of way to walkers and bikers, especially along
Hawthorne avenue and Keystone (to travel under bridge) and at Franklin. Cars seem to be using
Hawthorne to bypass traffic elsewhere and are often in a hurry, not careful around kids.
Intersection at Washington & Keystone only slightly better. Note - kids on Gale Avenue south of
Washington all travel to Keystone to cross at stop sign b/c it is very difficult and unsafe to cross
Washington at Gale Avenue. Cars speed between Thatcher and Keystone stops often bypassing
one another to get ahead. Very unsafe for kids to be crossing here.

5/10/2018 10:51 AM

37

People drive too fast at Willard once their kids are dropped off. I also think the Park/Division stop
sign is a bit of a mess with Dominican students that are trying to get to class quickly, commuters,
and parents trying to get their kids to school on time.

5/10/2018 10:40 AM

38

I wish that the crossing guards could balance car and pedestrians - letting cars go through in a
group, then pedestrians in a group- 7:50-8:15 is so busy for all of us!

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

39

vehicle back up at Lake / Lathrop and Lake / Ashland

5/10/2018 9:53 AM

40

Kids on bikes too far into street on Oak. New signs on Oak are helping. Crossing guards need to
be more visible and move further into street to cross kids.

5/10/2018 9:43 AM

41

St Vincent students are crossing in the middle of the street to get to cars parked on the south side
of LeMoyne.

5/10/2018 9:14 AM

42

We live just south of the train tracks. Getting across Lake St. is very challenging in the morning.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

43

The intersections at Oak/Lathrop, Oak/Ashland, Oak/Franklin & Oak/Park are safety concerns due
to heavy traffic, frustrated motorists and children walking to school. The temporary crossing guards
have been an excellent solution.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

44

No

5/10/2018 8:29 AM

45

Lake street is generally a disaster during school times

5/10/2018 8:03 AM

46

Park and Lake, difficulty crossing Lake to car drop off location. Crossing guard occasionally helps
Oak and Lathrop, backs up with cars dropping off kids

5/10/2018 7:11 AM

47

congestion and confusion at Lathrop and Oak

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

48

Back up at Lake and Lathrop—Cars blocking intersection and running lights

5/10/2018 6:51 AM

49

Harlem and Chicago. busy and unsafe. Cars don't stop well. Lathrop and Jackson. Conjested

5/10/2018 6:47 AM

50

no, just the usual traffic

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

9 / 60

Safe Walking Routes to School and Bicycle Master Plan Study
51

Crossing two very busy streets, one with no crossing guard. We lived block away from
intersections with stop signs but sometimes cars don’t stop for pedestrians or only stop briefly or
with a rolling stop so they are still a concern for children walking to school.

5/9/2018 11:08 PM

52

No

5/9/2018 10:45 PM

53

Cars speeding in school zones on Lake and Park by Lincoln

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

54

there are too many cars on the road and 8am and 3pm. More kids should be walking or biking!
Less cars make River Forest safer for kids and commuters. The intersection of Lathrop and
Greenfield is especially harrowing at 8am and 3pm.

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

55

cars parked on Oak near schools narrow the road, making it more dangerous for bicyclists in the
road and other cars under way

5/9/2018 10:34 PM

56

Monroe & Oak has lots of traffic and left turning cars (northboard on Monroe turning left toward
Roosevelt) while kids crossing the street.

5/9/2018 10:22 PM

57

4 way stop signs are needed at Gale and Washington, and Gale and Vine. These are along
walking and bike routes with significant numbers of children and other pedestrians who live in the
immediate area, and cars often do not stop or even slow down for pedestrians. This is particularly
so for cars that appear to be traveling into and out of River Forest along Washington or cars
traveling toward Madison. Adding stop signs would significantly increase safety for pedestrians
with neglible if any impact on traffic flow. There is no reason for cars to be zipping through these
pedestrian areas in this fashion.

5/9/2018 10:17 PM

58

Heavy traffic. Some crossing guards are better than others at managing traffic.

5/9/2018 9:38 PM

59

No

5/9/2018 9:32 PM

60

Corner of Washington and Gale - very hard to cross by foot or by car. Need a 4 way stop sign!
Corner of Vine and Gale - cars fly down and don’t stop. Need stop or yield sign

5/9/2018 9:31 PM

61

Cars roll through stop signs at August/Lathrop and Augusta/Monroe

5/9/2018 8:28 PM

62

Yes. There are pedestrians walking randomly and drivers need to be very careful making sure no
one is crossing at three intersection of Keystone and Hawthorne Ave.

5/9/2018 7:52 PM

63

See traffic concerns listed above

5/9/2018 7:38 PM

64

Traffic backs up often on Lake Street between Keystone/Forest, all the way to Lathrop. Lots of
kids, lots of cars, lots of pedestrians, and lots of bikes. Concerned about the speed limit on Lake
Street being 30 mph vs. Chicago (for example) where it is only 25 mph.

5/9/2018 7:19 PM

65

Speedy drivers on Franklin at school drop off

5/9/2018 7:14 PM

66

The only conflict I ever run into is in the drop off/pick up line at Willard. In the morning, parents will
weave in and out of the pylons making the line, if they don’t want to wait. I feel it’s dangerous.

5/9/2018 7:14 PM

67

None other than the Chicago and Jackson intersection where there is congestion to make the turn
on to Jackson

5/9/2018 7:00 PM

68

Lake street & Lathrop Street congestion, the lack of most RF drivers to obey stop signs.

5/9/2018 6:55 PM

69

Bad traffic from Lathrop to Park and Iowa to Washington.

5/9/2018 6:41 PM

70

I do not drive to school but others that do and are making left hand turns from Franklin on to Lake
street, make it very dangerous for kids crossing the street.

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

71

Lake street between Lathrop and park is a nightmare to drive on

5/9/2018 6:25 PM

72

Franklin and oak

5/9/2018 6:21 PM

73

When there is inclement weather i.e rain / snow I drive my children and the traffic is really bad
we’re on busy street (Lake) with 3 schools in a 4 block radius.

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

74

It is difficult to cross at Oak and Franklin since it’s a two way stop sign as opposed to a four way.
People are usually driving quickly and then students walk in gaps

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

75

At the intersection of Berkshire and Monroe there's no stop or yield sign. Cars driving from Trinity
eastbound on Berkshire zoom through that intersection without stopping either taking a hard right
or zipping straight through.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

76

Traffic where parents drop off kids in front of Trinity in the morning (on Lathrop). Would benefit
from curb cut in front of school.

5/9/2018 5:47 PM
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77

Congestion and traffic flow/rules at the school. Improved slightly with one way and drop off lane at
Lincoln, however the back up of traffic on Lake to allow for turns etc makes driving cumbersome.
We choose to drive only if really necessary b/c it takes so much time to navigate drop off. Almost
faster to walk. Also feel as a driver it's unsafe unless I have direct eye contact with the crossing
guards, so we understand each other's intentions and pedestrians right of way.

5/9/2018 4:51 PM

78

No, usually take Lathrop all the way up to the school.

5/9/2018 4:47 PM

79

cars that are not going to RMS and that are heading eastbound on Chicago Ave. in the morning go
way too fast

5/9/2018 4:45 PM

80

No

5/9/2018 4:45 PM

81

Park and Lake is VERY busy in the morning. I usually cross Lake heading northbound on Park and
in the morning sometimes you have to wait a long time for cars and students or try and take a risk.
This is dangerous.

5/9/2018 4:22 PM

82

There are many points where traffic is slowed or stopped near schools, to allow students to cross.
Lathrop & Lake is particularly slow due to the traffic light and school intersection.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

83

Central and Franklin. Very very poor visibility for anyone coming out from under the viaduct. You
really can't see them. Not a safe crossing. Commuter traffic is less problematic. Oak at Franklin is
crazy. Can't decide when to turn. Oak needs a stop sign there. Oak at Ashland is a little crazy with
traffic from drop off at St. Lukes plus people coming from Roosevelt and going to Lincoln and
pedestrians. Lathrop and Oak--the problem with this intersection is the crossing guard is really
pretty lousy. No one knows what's going on. I've avoided it entirely this year its so bad. No one has
a stop sign at the corner of William and Iowa. Fastest car wins. No stop sign at corner of Ashland
and Vine (and no one acknowledges the yield).

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

84

Congestion on Lake Street trying to get to Park Avenue. Also, Roosevelt is a mess always!

5/9/2018 4:14 PM

85

A lot of cars going beyond the school zone limit by Grace Lutheran School and Concordia Univ.
Several accidents on corner of Division and Bonnie Brae.

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

86

All along Washington Blvd & @ Keystone & Lake cars do not yield to pedestrians like the law
states. Oak Ave btwn park and Lathrop is VERY congested. Kids on bikes and cars have had
close calls

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

87

Intersection of Iowa and William (unmarked)

5/9/2018 3:58 PM

88

Before crossing gaurds, no one stops! They drive too fast also. Oak & park

5/9/2018 3:53 PM

89

Congestion; crossing guards that do not know how to properly direct pedestrians and traffic
(especially at Oak and Lathrop and Lake and Park); cars driving to fast, particularly those using RF
as a through way.

5/9/2018 3:52 PM

90

No

5/9/2018 3:50 PM

91

The crossing gaurd needs to let cars cross across Lake on Park as well as children. Otherwise
cars take risky moves to get across and get to school on time.

5/9/2018 3:40 PM

92

Driving at Park Ave and Lake St is hard to get across. A flashing stop sign would be nice during
school hours.

5/9/2018 3:38 PM

93

Lake/Park, Lake/Forest, Lake/Ashland, Lathrop/Oak

5/9/2018 3:29 PM

94

Speeding speeding and speeding and lack of proper signage in RF.

5/9/2018 3:10 PM

95

The street crossing on Division is hazardous whether walking, biking, or in a car. Also, the
intersections w no stop sign at all, for example, Ashland & Thomas - I stop completely at these
locations because so many cars speed through. When I stop, people almost ram into me with their
cars bc they either choose to not stop or are unaware that traffic doesn’t stop in both directions.

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

96

People driving on the wrong side of the street. This has occurred twice in the last two weeks.

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

97

People not stopping at stop signs Park and Chicago

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

98

Yes , Ashland and central / Hawthorne, Franklin and central / Hawthorne , park and central /
hawthorne

5/9/2018 3:01 PM
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99

At the corner of Oak and Ashland there are cars temporarily parked near the corners of that
intersection to drop off kids who I assume are walking the last block to Roosevelt.These cars make
it hard to see kids crossing Ashland and see cars driving down Oak when you are in a car turning
off of Ashland onto Oak. I also see quite often cars run the stop sign on the south side of Park and
Lake. When a car drives north on Park crossing Lake Street the car directly behind them instead of
coming to a complete stop at the 4 way stop sign and waiting their turn, just drives right through
following the car in front of them so they don't have to stop and wait. I drive west of Lake and I'm
watching for kids, adults, crossing guards and cars. So an extra car shooting through the
intersection when nobody is expecting it is pretty dangerous.

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

100

People driving too fast, rolling through stop signs, not paying attention to crossing guards, crossing
guards not paying attention to students

5/9/2018 2:54 PM

101

Turning south off Greenfield at the intersection of Greenfield and Ashland

5/9/2018 2:53 PM

102

occasionally cars are travelling the wrong way when the street is operating as a one-way

5/9/2018 2:53 PM

103

Traffic by Roosevelt is very difficult to navigate at peak times

5/9/2018 2:51 PM

104

Left turn onto Lake Street from Forest Ave. (we live on Forest and since Park and Franklin are oneway streets, we are forced to turn left from Forest onto Lake to get to Lincoln and traffic is often
backed up on Lake Street, making it difficult to turn left onto Lake street) I think a four way stop at
Forest and Lake Streets would be beneficial. Same comment about left turn from Lake street onto
Park to drive into the carline. I think a stoplight here to use during drop off time in the morning
would be beneficial.

5/9/2018 2:50 PM

105

lots of traffic at Jackson/Chicago in mornings and afternoons during arrival and dismissal times.

5/9/2018 2:45 PM

106

Drivers not always looking for bikers or walkers.

5/9/2018 2:43 PM

107

On Ashland, near and in front of Willard, some people do not drive safely.

5/9/2018 2:40 PM

108

N/A

5/9/2018 2:39 PM

109

Oak and Ashland needs a crossing guard. There’s a lot kids walking and a lot cars coming from St.
Luke’s. It’s busy.

5/9/2018 2:38 PM

110

Route from our location to Roosevelt encounters a high volume of walkers due to 3 close schools
as well as traffic congestions of vehicles navigating around commuting students

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

111

The worst seem to be the section around the UP tracks on Hawthorne and Central. The sight lines
are bad. Would flashing red stop signs help?

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

112

difficult to turn onto Lake Street, often long back ups on Lathrop

5/9/2018 2:34 PM

113

1. Again, the uncontrolled intersections can get messy around arrival and dismissal times because
the traffic level is so high and people aren't always obeying the traffic rules for uncontrolled
intersections. 2. I would also like it if the crossing guards were more diligent about helping traffic
move by waiting just a bit to let kids cross an intersection in groups. 3. The portable sign at the
intersection of Ashland and Division should specify which lane should be used for people going
straight.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

114

Yes, it’s nearly impossible to cross Lake Street going north on Park or turn left (westbound) onto
Lake Street off of Franklin.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

115

Major traffic and safety issues on Ashland during pick-up and drop off. I think you should not allow
any parking on east side of the street. Makes it too difficult for cars to get through and it also
causes safety concerns as kids get out of their cars on the street side.

5/9/2018 2:32 PM

116

I would love to see a stop sign at the intersection of Lake & Park and Lake & Franklin to help
facilitate people turning

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

117

Lathrop and Lake intersection is often blocked. Southbound Lathrop north of Lake is very slow in
the mornings as is east and west on Lake. Diversion of eastbound and westbound traffic on Lake
north to Chicago or south to Washington would be advisable.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

118

No

5/9/2018 2:30 PM

119

Yes. To avoid traffic going east on Lake Street, we drive east on Central Ave. At each underpass
along the way, there is terrible visibility to spot pedestrians and cyclists. This is especially bad in
the AM during certain seasons when the sun makes visibility even worse. A mirror system like I
have seen in other cities would be a huge improvement.

5/9/2018 2:26 PM

120

There are some intersections to no traffic signs whatsoever, Iowa and Keystone is one example.
Most people do not treat it as a 4 way stop, which it is supposed to be as I'm told by the village.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

121

Just a back up on Oak Street by Roosevelt

5/9/2018 2:23 PM
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122

No

5/9/2018 2:22 PM

123

Yes - there needs to be a crossing guard (at a minimum) on Park Avenue for the Greenfield
crossing. There are commuters and Dominican college students (and parents dropping kids off)
that are all busy driving through this s-curve intersection with only one stop sign. Plus, with any
construction around the area or parked cars, it makes visibility very difficult (especially when
factoring in cars turning). It is a very unsafe intersection for walking to/from school.

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

124

Drop off points on Oak (west of Lathrop) and on Jackson need better guides or lanes. Drivers are
in a hurrry and often reckless.

5/9/2018 2:19 PM

125

no

5/9/2018 2:18 PM

126

Block of Willard on Ashland very congested

5/9/2018 2:17 PM

127

Intersection of Oak and Ashland. There's a crossing guard there now, but it's still a congested
intersection. Also, too many people don't pay attention to the signs and drive south of Oak on
Ashland even though there are two Do Not Enter signs.

5/9/2018 2:16 PM

128

Currently with the closure of the train tracks on 1st, Trying to get on to Lake Street or Thatcher
from Edgewood is difficult.

5/9/2018 2:14 PM

129

The traffic gets very backed up because of the St Luke drop off process. The crossing guards
often stop traffic on Lake for an unreasonably long time.

5/9/2018 2:12 PM

130

The crossing guards at Ashland and Oak and Franklin and Oak are not well trained. I might even
go so far as to say that walkers, bikers and drivers were safer BEFORE the installation of the
guards just after the new year. They give confusing signals to the students and drivers and I have
witnessed near accidents as a result at both intersections.

5/9/2018 2:12 PM

131

It's too busy on Oak Street between Ashland and Lathrop

5/9/2018 2:08 PM

132

Lake street between Lathrop and Park is a dangerous mess of congestion - we avoid it and drive
down Chicago ave whenever possible. Crossing guards on Lake street are not able to stop cars
from pulling into the intersections or racing through yellow lights.

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

133

Yes - intersection of train tracks (Hawthorne/North) and Franklin. Cars don't always stop (and often
time children don't see cars). Also at the intersection of Franklin and Linden. This a 2-way stop which many north/south traveling cars don't recognize, as well as pedestrians. A 4-way stop would
be much safer - I live at this intersection and see several near misses (car/car and car/pedestrian)
on a daily basis.

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

134

We pass Lemoyne and Jackson, where St. Vincent's also has their drop off and there is no
crossing guard so it is incredibly congested and people cross the street without paying attention.
Add that to the people coming to the Lathrop / Lemoyne stop sign who just want to pass through
quickly to get to North ave. A mess.

5/9/2018 2:06 PM

135

The crossing guard at Division and Lathrop is poor and not visible. He/she does not command the
crossing at all.

5/9/2018 2:05 PM

136

intersection at agusta and keystone can be dicey. I often see stop sign there disregarded. I live at
the corner of Iowa and Keystone where there is no stop sign; it can also be questionable as drivers
often use it as a shortcut to get to thatcher or Chicago, bypassing stoplight @ thatcher and
Chicago. a stop sign that slowed E/W traffic could be beneficial at this corner.

5/9/2018 1:39 PM

137

Yes cars driving east on hawthorn turning right to go north on keystone don’t stop to let kids cross
at that 3 way intersection .there should be a pedestrian crossing there.

5/9/2018 1:02 PM

138

None

5/9/2018 10:54 AM

139

Lathroo / Chicago route and Oak get backed up because crossing guards wait for a student a
block away and don't apparently receive any training in alternating lanes of traffic.

5/9/2018 9:15 AM

140

Not currently at Lincoln. We usually park on Franklin and walk over

5/9/2018 9:00 AM

141

We walk but I leave for work at 8 (usually walk-in by but occasionally driving)and we cannot get
down franklin because the new crossing doesn’t let the traffic thru. With the former crossing guard
it was never an issue. She needs to accommodate but people and cars

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

142

Heavy traffic on Hawthorne and also on Keystone heading towards Lake Street. Lake street is
always backed up with traffic as well.

5/9/2018 8:38 AM

143

Traffic at Keystone and Hawthorne Traffic on Lake

5/9/2018 7:12 AM
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144

I feel very nervous as a driver (and a walker) goIng through underpasses around Hawthorne. And
we usually travel through the Franklin underpass. Visibility is low in the underpass and due to tall
bushes lining the property at the southeast corner of that intersection. Cars travel quickly along
Hawthorne as sort of a detour and they do not have a lot of time to react due to short sidewalks at
those corners. We have had several “close calls” there.

5/9/2018 6:43 AM

145

Lake is always backed up and car “fly” down Oak. Maybe shut down Oak to cars & use for kids to
walk and ride bikes. May cut down on parents driving kids & kids can use Oak as a safe street to
walk and ride bikes down.

5/9/2018 4:23 AM

146

Ashland & Greenfield by Willard. Chicago & Lathrop Oak & Jackson by Roosevelt

5/9/2018 12:19 AM

147

See first answer. Adults do not slow down or abide by rules of drop off and pick up

5/8/2018 10:09 PM

148

No

5/8/2018 8:52 PM

149

Yes, too many cars on the side streets and it causes a jam.

5/8/2018 7:08 PM

150

Anyplace on Lake. To get around the traffic, I’ve headed west, then crossed Lake on Thatcher or
Keystone and headed east on Chicago to Roosevelt. Now, because of first avenue closure, it is
virtually impossible to get across Lake from the south side of RF. With the nice weather, we have
walked. My child used to ride her bike, it with cars going fifty down Hawthorne and going around
the crossing guards on Lake, I am not comfortable with her riding.

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

151

Congestion on Franklin & Ashland at willard drop off. Turning left on to Franklin from Division is a
nightmare. There should be four way stop signs at each of those intersections: Ashland/Division &
Franklin/Division.

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

152

No. New crossing guards great.

5/8/2018 8:49 AM

153

Cars park and drivers get out to walk the kids to the school while their car is inside the coned lane
at Willard. Leaving other cars dropping off children to cross the line of cones sometimes knocking
them over when they leave. Previous principal used to have someone moving cars along and
telling people they could not park in the drop off lane and leave their cars. No there is nobody.

5/7/2018 10:59 PM

154

Crossing Division on Franklin is not easy.

5/7/2018 10:51 PM

155

Drivers unaware of school zones not looking for walking or coming children, paired with incomplete
stops along Lemoyne between Harlem and Lathrop.

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

156

Augusta and Keystone is super dangerous intersection. Keystone and Chicago is very difficult to
cross. Lake and Keystone is extremely scary to cross. Madison and Gale is difficult to cross due to
speeding traffic.

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

157

The area around Trinity High School is often quite congested as students are picked up and
dropped off at many points and not at a single centralized location.

5/7/2018 10:20 PM

158

Not in recent years.

5/7/2018 9:28 PM

159

Speed and drivers not stopping before the crosswalk.

5/7/2018 9:19 PM

160

When we drove the kids to/from school, the biggest traffic or safety issues we ever experienced
were with parents being self-centered focusing only on their kid(s) and not realizing their selfcentered behavior was putting everyone else's kids at risk. Everyone needs to allow plenty of time
around the schools and stop trying to do too much in too little time. Take a patience pill.

5/7/2018 8:48 PM

161

Yes-the intersection of Park and Greenfield. There is parking along that street which makes it
difficult for children to see when crossing and for cars to see children. Cars exit and enter
Dominican constantly and FLY down Park. It is very unnerving that there is not a marked
crosswalk, some kind of light or sign to catch drivers attention or telling them CAUTION
CHILDREN, or to slow down-a stop sign would be very helpful.

5/7/2018 8:35 PM

162

The intersection at Hawthorne and Franklin. Drivers comstantly roll the stop sign on Hawthorne as
they use it for a cut through town. The bushes on the S/E corner make a blind spot for many
drivers on franklin. Way to many close calls at this intersection.

5/7/2018 7:24 PM

163

Intersection of greenfield and park

5/7/2018 5:40 PM

164

The viaducts going under the tracks at Thatcher and Keystone are difficult spots, and there is a
blind spot on the North side of the tracks at Keystone

5/7/2018 5:38 PM

165

Trying to cross Lake St. between Park and Franklin. Difficult to see oncomong come cars due to
parked cars, speeding cars and aggressive driving.

5/7/2018 5:16 PM

166

Yes I am concerned for the safety of students crossing at Park and Greenfield.

5/7/2018 5:04 PM
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167

Crossing Gale at Vine, Washington Ave, and also the intersection of Hawthorne and Keystone.
Cars often roll thru the stop signs without stopping.

5/7/2018 4:50 PM

168

Traffic is a bit busy on Lemoyne and Lathrop because of St. Vincent Ferrer school

5/7/2018 4:47 PM

169

No

5/7/2018 4:45 PM

170

Crossing guard at Oak and Lathrop doesn’t control traffic well

5/7/2018 3:48 PM

171

Lake st west of lathrop gets very congfested

5/7/2018 3:42 PM

172

too many stop signs on Division Street

5/7/2018 3:06 PM

173

Currently Thatcher Ave north of Lake St is a total mess and hazardous for Mosaic Montessori
students. Street crossings along Oak between Thatcher and Park are also of concern for Lincoln.

5/7/2018 2:50 PM

174

Yes!!! There should be a yield/stop sign on Berkshire Street and Monroe Ave. The traffic coming
from Trinity blows through there and never stops during dismissal.

5/7/2018 2:47 PM

175

I worry about all the intersections that do not have any stop signs. Many people who are just
driving through town (and even some residents) do not realize or do not care that neither street
has a stop and many just speed through (e.g. Iowa, Thomas, etc). I think all the intersections
should have some sort of traffic sign at least at one of the streets. Also, many residents are not
careful enough around pedestrians and are in a rush. Some kids do not look before crossing,
especially on bikes. Perhaps they can be reminded to make eye contact with drivers before
crossing.

5/7/2018 2:33 PM

176

Yes, too many fast drivers that do not stop or roll through the stop signs

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

177

Crossing guards not waiting for a bunch of kids to cross at same time. They let them straggle
across while traffic is held up.

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

178

turning onto lake from edgewood, stoplight at lake and thatcher and turning left onto park

5/7/2018 2:09 PM

179

There is usually a back up near the light at Lathrop and Lake because of crossing at Ashland and
Lake....many non- residents don’t accommodate for this and then block entire intersection

5/7/2018 2:05 PM

180

Lake gets very congested at Ashland, Park, and Franklin. The crossing guards have to become
traffic cops.

5/7/2018 8:00 AM

181

Park ave and Greenfield. Limited visibility for both cars and children. Crossing does not occur on a
true corner.

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

182

The Franklin/Lake and Park/Lake intersections are nightmares with the traffic.

5/4/2018 9:26 PM

183

If I drive to Willard, I find it so dangerous for pedestrians at the corner of Ashland and Division.
There are 2 lanes of cars which can turn left, right or go straight. Drivers are looking for an
opening in traffic, trying to see around the car next to them, and are presumably rushed to get to a
second school or work. It is SO easy to miss seeing a child crossing either on foot or by bike. It is
an accident waiting to happen, to a pedestrian.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

184

TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost?

5/4/2018 5:01 PM

185

Lake street is very busy and backed up by both Lincoln and St. Luke's, so I avoid it as much as
possible.

5/4/2018 4:50 PM
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Q6 If your student(s) bikes to/from school, are there any traffic conflicts or
safety issues that they experience along the way? (please specify by
location)
Answered: 158

Skipped: 154

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

My concern is crossing park ave at greenfield. No stop signs on park ave at the 3 way intersection.
Cars belonging to Dominican students are on parked on Park ave and it is difficult to see children
waiting to cross and kids must walk out into the street to look around parked cars to see if safe to
cross. In addition, vehicles travel at a high rate of speed on park.

5/20/2018 7:11 AM

2

Drivers do not yield to pedestrians. Drivers roll or do not stop at stop signs

5/19/2018 6:16 PM

3

Same as noted above. This past week, I witnessed 3 children almost get hit by viaducts

5/19/2018 12:31 PM

4

The cross section at linden dangerous.

5/18/2018 7:17 PM

5

Crossing Augusta and Division are the only significant challenges so they cross at Park and
Franklin respectively with the 4 way stop and crossing guard

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

6

Yes, the viaducts by Central/Hawthorne and Franklin are very dangerous and we have had one
child hit by a car and numerous close calls.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

7

Intersection at corner of Bonnie Brae and Oak has very confusing stop sign layout

5/17/2018 2:46 PM

8

Ashland and Division

5/16/2018 10:44 AM

9

N/A

5/15/2018 8:02 PM

10

Cars drive very fast east/west down Oak Street

5/15/2018 3:00 PM

11

Longs waits to cross Thatcher on Oak St.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

12

Our son says it's confusing when biking from school because drivers will motion for him to cross
and the crossing guard will tell him to wait. I've noticed there is some inconsistency amongst
crossing guards.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

13

Again, crossing Division at Franklin or Ashland

5/14/2018 7:40 PM

14

Yes. All but one intersection on Iowa Avenue is uncontrolled. Uncontrolled intersections still exist
all over River Forest and create constant confusion for cars, bikes and pedestrians and many
many near misses.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

15

intersection at William and Iowa

5/14/2018 10:56 AM

16

We are new to bike riding to school since they are old enough now. So far, not a problem.

5/14/2018 10:26 AM

17

Yes, we walk from South River Forest and cross Washington at the Washington/Franklin
intersection and then walk up Franklin to Lincoln school. At the intersection of Franklin and Linden,
there is not a stop sign for the cars going east/west and they are hard to see and it is busy in the
am. I have personally seen numerous kids nearly hit by a car or a bike at that intersection. A stop
sign here would make it much easier to cross. Also, walking up Franklin and crossing Central is
also difficult because when reaching the end of the viaduct, you can't see the cars going east on
Central until you are at the very end of the viaduct and they often do not come to a complete stop
at this intersection or if they do, they stop right at the end of the street where they are in the path of
someone cross the street. Perhaps moving the stop sign back so the cars stop before they come
to the viaduct or a mirror would be helpful to see if walkers are coming?

5/14/2018 9:14 AM

18

Crossing Ashland at Division is dangerous. People roll through the stop sign trying to turn or cross
Division.

5/13/2018 9:55 PM

19

crossing Lathrop

5/13/2018 6:42 PM

20

No

5/11/2018 9:50 AM

21

parents don't stop at crosswalks curb cut at oak & lathrop, northeast side in particular is greater
than an 8% grade

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

22

Crossing Division at Franklin or Ashland is always busy, but I'm not sure what could be done about
it.

5/11/2018 8:09 AM
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23

N/a

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

24

My daughter, actually feels rather comfortable crossing at the crosswalk’s that have crossing
guards and other crosswalks that have the sign that informs the driver to stop when they see a
person crossing (Lake)

5/10/2018 8:42 PM

25

intersection of washington and vine

5/10/2018 8:35 PM

26

At ALL times in River Forest, there are cars cutting across the northeast corner of the village trying
to find a shortcut from North to Harlem, or vice versa, without having to deal with the North/Harlem
intersection. Many of these drivers speed, and are likely clueless as to the nature of the
neighborhood they are cutting thru.

5/10/2018 7:54 PM

27

no

5/10/2018 4:54 PM

28

St. Luke's crossing guard on Lake St. do not stop vehicle for all pedestrians crossing Ashland.

5/10/2018 4:32 PM

29

Keystone and Hawthorne - there is no stop signs, thus cars do not come to a complete stop
Keystone and Linden - There is no stop sign on Keystone, cars speed down Keystone between
Washington and Hawthorne in an effort to park and catch the train.

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

30

Again, cars are going too fast and not looking out for kids. Every intersection is a possible
accident.

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

31

Lake street is super busy, so we tell our son to take sideroads

5/10/2018 2:30 PM

32

Greenfield & Park intersection

5/10/2018 11:54 AM

33

Again, it’s much safer now that there are 3 more crossing guards added to the intersections listed
above. Prior to that, I did not feel safe allowing my kids to bike or walk to school alone.

5/10/2018 11:48 AM

34

See my answers to #5

5/10/2018 10:51 AM

35

I’m too fearful to have a second grader on a bike from Lake and William to Lincoln

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

36

none

5/10/2018 9:53 AM

37

New signs on Oak and crossing guards are helping a lot.

5/10/2018 9:43 AM

38

We bike down Greenfield. Probably once a month I see a car just completely blow the north/south
stop signs, so I worry.

5/10/2018 9:14 AM

39

My sons have almost been hit numerous times by speeding motorists at the intersections of
Hawthorne and Franklin, and Central and Franklin. This is where the viaduct is. There are stop
signs at each intersection; however, drivers don't usually come to a complete stop and almost hit
my children as they are trying to cross the streets at these intersections. There is a high volume of
speeding traffic down Hawthorne and Central in the mornings and after school.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

40

Franklin/Oak intersection. It is only a 2-way stop which is confusing to drivers. Often times one
driver will stop (heading east or westbound) and wave on a child to walk across the street, but the
other driver does not stop. My son was almost hit when this happened and if I didn't grab him he'd
be in bad shape.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

41

No

5/10/2018 8:29 AM

42

I am not comfortable with my children biking to school

5/10/2018 8:03 AM

43

Crossing Lake at Ashland when going for early admissions (<8:10) at Roosevelt

5/10/2018 7:11 AM

44

Intersection of Keystone and Hawthorn is a complicated intersection for everyone to navigate.
There is also a blind spot for drivers as they come to the corner of Central and Keystone and it is
difficult to see pedestrians and cyclists.

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

45

Lake and Larhrop—heavy traffic; lack of adherence to no right turn signs; cars proceeding after
lights change

5/10/2018 6:51 AM

46

Chicago and Harlem. Or Bonnie bear and Chicago.

5/10/2018 6:47 AM

47

On the corner of keystone and Hawthorne cars turn very fast putting kids and people walking to the
metra station in danger. It would be safer to have a crosswalk for pedestrians

5/10/2018 5:48 AM

48

no. they walk west on Oak Street, which is well traveled, and has crossing guards at the busiest
corners.

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

49

Same issues as question 5. Crossing two busy streets, one with no crossing guard.

5/9/2018 11:08 PM

50

No

5/9/2018 10:45 PM
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51

General comments, not about my own kids. Students should be encouraged to wear helmets on
bikes. Students are often texting while riding - this is dangerous. Many cyclists (students and
adults) run through stop signs. Police should enforce this.

5/9/2018 10:44 PM

52

Bike riders are in sidewalk Bikes should have bells to signal pedestrians First graders need a
place to leave their bikes at school

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

53

there are too many cars on the road and 8am and 3pm. More kids should be walking or biking!
Less cars make River Forest safer for kids and commuters. The intersection of Lathrop and
Greenfield is especially harrowing at 8am and 3pm.

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

54

car/pedestrian confusion at busy intersections

5/9/2018 10:34 PM

55

Would love a 4 way stop at Park Ave or Franklin. Crossing guard is great but has limited hours and
kids going to school early arrive before they start. It is hard to cross Lake Street safely.

5/9/2018 10:22 PM

56

Please see response to prior question regarding need for 4 way stop signs at Gale and
Washington, and at Gale and Vine.

5/9/2018 10:17 PM

57

No

5/9/2018 9:32 PM

58

Vine and Gale, Gale and Washington

5/9/2018 9:31 PM

59

Need painted crosswalk on Keystone and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 8:53 PM

60

N/a

5/9/2018 8:28 PM

61

We always need to make sure cars stop at three intersection of Keystone Ave. And Hawthorne
Ave.

5/9/2018 7:52 PM

62

Crossing Division is difficult at certain intersections. They must go out of the way to find the 4-Way
stops where it is much easier to cross

5/9/2018 7:00 PM

63

Lake Street crossing, no bike lanes between Madison Street headed North to Roosevelt, same for
Lincoln School area

5/9/2018 6:55 PM

64

I will not let my child ride her bike to school, because of the previous comment.

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

65

None

5/9/2018 6:21 PM

66

As I stated in the previous question, because we live off of a main street there is a lot of traffic,
which sometimes causes safety concerns for bikers as well as pedestrians.

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

67

Cars sometimes do not stop even when the crossing guard is there (Lathrop & Division). Cars
definitely don’t stop at Monroe & Division westbound. They roll right through. Now with certain
sidewalks/curbs being torn up, those corners are tricky for bikers. The main hazard that I notice is
kids, walkers & bikers, who cross at Jackson & Division. It’s very dangerous. I would like to see
better marked crosswalks on both the east and west sides and signs reminding cars to yield to
people in the crosswalks.

5/9/2018 6:03 PM

68

N/a

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

69

At the intersection of Berkshire and Monroe there's no stop or yield sign. Cars driving from Trinity
eastbound on Berkshire zoom through that intersection without stopping either taking a hard right
or zipping straight through.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

70

na

5/9/2018 5:47 PM

71

maybe crossing Lake St.

5/9/2018 4:47 PM

72

Not currently

5/9/2018 4:45 PM

73

Same location, Park and Lake though walking a bicycle the crossing guard is helpful there.
However traffic is high everywhere and people are in a rush.

5/9/2018 4:22 PM

74

There is sometimes confusion at the 4 way stop at Lathrop & Oak, as the crossing guard may
wave cars through, which can look like waving students through.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

75

n/a

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

76

Cars don't look for bikers on Lake Street or on Oak. Both streets are dangerous.

5/9/2018 4:14 PM

77

NA

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

78

Washington & Gale is too dangerous to cross so they use keystone & Washington w/ the four way
stop-but it could use better pedestrian signs, lighting etc

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

79

Intersection of Iowa/William

5/9/2018 3:58 PM

80

Na

5/9/2018 3:53 PM
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81

Crossing Chicago avenue (no crossing guard where my kid crosses to join with friends); crossing
division (crossing guard has difficulties stopping traffic)

5/9/2018 3:52 PM

82

N/A

5/9/2018 3:50 PM

83

Crossing Hawthorn is dangerous because of the viaduct and blind spots for cars. Also, cars are
sometimes speeding so that people can get to the train in time (8:15ish)

5/9/2018 3:40 PM

84

Lake/Franklin, Oak/Lathrop

5/9/2018 3:29 PM

85

Division.

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

86

She has not used her bike but she may to go to school.

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

87

People not giving kids a chance to cross streeys

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

88

As above

5/9/2018 3:01 PM

89

I don’t let them bike because I don’t trust drivers

5/9/2018 2:54 PM

90

No other than having to wait to cross the street with a crossing guard.

5/9/2018 2:45 PM

91

None other than wanting a crossing guard at Ashland and Division.

5/9/2018 2:43 PM

92

N/A

5/9/2018 2:39 PM

93

Oak and Ashland

5/9/2018 2:38 PM

94

4 way stops are more confusing in high volume areas without a safety crossing guard to decision
'who goes' situations or to slow down vehicles during rush hour commute - EARLIER School start
time would lessen volumes of students commuting during morning rush hour traffic

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

95

Ashland and Franklin intersections with, respectively, Hawthorne and Central.

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

96

Nonare no bike lanes that ensure that car leave enough space for bikes to safely travel on our tight
RF streets

5/9/2018 2:36 PM

97

Augusta, Chicago and Iowa (especially) are very dangerous at times. Also in the winter there is not
enough street lighting unless u walk out to harlem and around.

5/9/2018 2:35 PM

98

There should DEFINITELY be a crossing guard on the corner of Franklin and Greenfield. Many
many kids cross here by themselves and I have personally watched many kids almost get hit by
cars numerous times. Especially because so many cars are leaving from pick up on Franklin.

5/9/2018 2:32 PM

99

As long as the crossing guards are out - the ride to and from is pretty smooth

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

100

Student does not bike specifically because of the issues crossing Lake anywhere between
Thatcher and Lathrop. Need less vehicles and more controlled (traffic or crossing light)
intersections.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

101

Would be nice to have bike lanes or wider sidewalks that accommodate walkers and bikers

5/9/2018 2:30 PM

102

A lack of bike lanes is a problem. Youth cyclists especially do better when there is a specific place
for them to be on the road. note: my student does not bike to school.

5/9/2018 2:26 PM

103

They bike down oak st from Thatcher to lathrop. They say it is very crowded with bikers,
pedestrians, and cars all sharing the road.

5/9/2018 2:24 PM

104

Same answer as question #5.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

105

Crossing Thatcher at Oak Street

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

106

None that I know of

5/9/2018 2:22 PM

107

Yes - there needs to be a crossing guard (at a minimum) on Park Avenue for the Greenfield
crossing. There are commuters and Dominican college students (and parents dropping kids off)
that are all busy driving through this s-curve intersection with only one stop sign. Plus, with any
construction around the area or parked cars, it makes visibility very difficult (especially when
factoring in cars turning). It is a very unsafe intersection for walking or biking to/from school.

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

108

Crossing Washington is our major issue.

5/9/2018 2:19 PM

109

no

5/9/2018 2:18 PM

110

crossing Division and Chicago are almost impossible. We need police along the routes

5/9/2018 2:09 PM

111

Same as above - Franklin/Linden Train tracks at Hawthorn and North/Franklin

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

112

As above.

5/9/2018 2:05 PM

113

see above

5/9/2018 1:39 PM
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114

Yes cars driving east on hawthorn turning right to go north on keystone don’t stop to let kids cross
at that 3 way intersection .there should be a pedestrian crossing there.

5/9/2018 1:02 PM

115

None

5/9/2018 10:54 AM

116

No

5/9/2018 9:29 AM

117

Yes, there is a lot of traffic speeding around Hawthorne and Keystone, Park, Forest and especially
Franklin. Also there is a blind spot for people taking a right off Central to go South on Franklin
(under the viaduct). There is a moment where you can't see pedestrians.

5/9/2018 9:00 AM

118

Yes. The keystone and Hawthorne intersection (just south of the viaduct) is very busy and many
cars do not fully come to a stop there. This intersection is why I do not allow my 8 year old to
walk/bike to school without me.

5/9/2018 8:48 AM

119

See above

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

120

Mostly near Keystone and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 8:38 AM

121

We cross going west at keystone and Hawthorne. There are no marked crosswalk there and often
cars roll through the turn coming from leaving the 3-way stop sign. In addition this area is very
busy at commuting times as cars are traveling to and from the metra.

5/9/2018 6:16 AM

122

Oak is scary

5/9/2018 4:23 AM

123

See #5.

5/9/2018 12:19 AM

124

Crossing lathrop at greenfield

5/8/2018 9:55 PM

125

Traffic on Lake street doesn’t stop at the cross walks.

5/8/2018 7:08 PM

126

Hawthorne and Franklin, Central and Franklin, Hawthorne and Ashland, Central and Ashland. (See
above answer)

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

127

N/a

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

128

Crossing guards give peace of mind.

5/8/2018 8:49 AM

129

People coming in too fast on Greenfield off of Thatcher. They are using it as a cut-through to avoid
the Thatcher/North Ave. intersecttion during rush hour.

5/7/2018 11:32 PM

130

No crossing guard at Lathrop and Greenfield which is a busy intersection 1 block away from the
Elementary school.

5/7/2018 10:59 PM

131

Crossing Augusta is a big concern. Cars drive very fast down that road. There should be a 4 way
stop at Forest & Augusta!

5/7/2018 10:51 PM

132

See prior answer

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

133

Keystone and Chicago and Keystone and Augusta are very dangerous. People speed like crazy.
Keystone and Lake has bad light flow making it hard to cross.

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

134

N/A

5/7/2018 10:20 PM

135

A handful of drivers aren’t paying attention or fair to give them the right of way.

5/7/2018 9:28 PM

136

Yes-the intersection of Park and Greenfield. There is parking along that street which makes it
difficult for children to see when crossing and for cars to see children. Cars exit and enter
Dominican constantly and FLY down Park. It is very unnerving that there is not a marked
crosswalk, some kind of light or sign to catch drivers attention or telling them CAUTION
CHILDREN, or to slow down-a stop sign would be very helpful.

5/7/2018 8:35 PM

137

We walk from Jackson along Lake to Lincoln - each crossing point posses some issues with busy
traffic with St Lukes traffic added into the mix.

5/7/2018 6:28 PM

138

Intersection of greenfield and park. Especially if cars are parked on Park ave.

5/7/2018 5:40 PM

139

Crossing at Lake and Franklin. Disregard for traffic rules, crossing guard and and pedestrians.

5/7/2018 5:16 PM

140

Same place

5/7/2018 5:04 PM

141

See #5.

5/7/2018 4:50 PM

142

No crossing guard on Greenfield and Ashland. Lot of kids crossing on those streets

5/7/2018 4:47 PM

143

The unmarked intersections along Iowa street are a little tricky(especially on the way home when
the college students are awake)

5/7/2018 4:45 PM
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144

My student was riding no a sidewalk and an resident yelled at her and told her she should only
ride on the street. Washington street is a hard one to ride a bike on so my daughter usually rides
on the sidewalk along washington due to the heavy traffic

5/7/2018 4:20 PM

145

Augusta/keystone have stop signs that are blown through frequently same as Park and Division

5/7/2018 3:48 PM

146

none

5/7/2018 3:06 PM

147

Same as for walking, currently Thatcher Ave north of Lake St is a total mess and hazardous for
Mosaic Montessori students. Street crossings along Oak between Thatcher and Park are also of
concern for Lincoln.

5/7/2018 2:50 PM

148

Yes! Division and Lathrop...Division and Jackson are a mess in the mornings and afternoons. The
drivers try to beat bikers or walkers...so they blow through turns and don’t always give right of way.
My son almost got run over by someone trying to turn right onto Jackson from Division.

5/7/2018 2:47 PM

149

Na

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

150

Oak street is crazy! Especially at Franklin and Ashland intersections

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

151

crossing lake at any point, particularly lake and thatcher, especially with increased traffic during
construction, crossing park with turning cars for drop off

5/7/2018 2:09 PM

152

For children coming eastbound on Greenfield Street, there is no safe crossing of Park Avenue.
There is not even a stop sign. Cars typically moving at high speeds. No visibility of children
crossing. Often cars parked along park, so children stepping blindly into the street. Many parents
who live a block away from Willard don’t let the kids walk or bike on their own purely out of
concerns for crossing Park Ave. Multiple people with near miss stories. This is a disaster waiting to
happen.

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

153

Turning cars on Chicago, cars driving too fast

5/6/2018 8:38 PM

154

We avoid going along Lake Street if possible. Just too much traffic.

5/4/2018 9:26 PM

155

Lathrop/Greenfield is a busy intersection to cross, as is Ashland and Greenfield (lots of turning
traffic). Lathrop and Augusta also busy with people either cutting through RF or just in a hurry.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

156

TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost? The entire length of Iowa St is a
disaster, with the exception of Lathrop.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM

157

We live west of Park. The crossing at Park & Greenfield is an issue - there are often cars parked
on the road making it hard to see the kids and traffic moves quickly. A stop sign feels like it would
be appropriate there given the location of the school.

5/4/2018 5:00 PM

158

The train underpasses at Franklin and at Keystone/Gale have very limited visibility making it
dangerous for bikers and walkers. This is the only way for the kids in south RF to get to school, so
they should be priority intersections.

5/4/2018 4:50 PM
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Q7 If your student(s) walks to/from school, with or without you, are there
any traffic conflicts or safety issues that you/they experience along the
way? (please specify by location)
Answered: 194

Skipped: 118

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

My concern is crossing park ave at greenfield. No stop signs on park ave at the 3 way intersection.
Cars belonging to Dominican students are on parked on Park ave and it is difficult to see children
waiting to cross and kids must walk out into the street to look around parked cars to see if safe to
cross. In addition, vehicles travel at a high rate of speed on park.

5/20/2018 7:11 AM

2

Drivers do not yield to pedestrians. Drivers roll or do not stop at stop signs.

5/19/2018 6:16 PM

3

For students who live east of lathrop, there are no crossing guards after lathrop and division, traffic
is very busy on Monroe and Jackson withparents driving down to do drop off and pick up at
Roosevelt.

5/19/2018 1:07 PM

4

Same as above. Crossing Washington at Franklin stop light can be dangerous. A lot of confusion
with Park drive

5/19/2018 12:31 PM

5

Cars turning right on red in front of pedestrians at Thatcher and Lake

5/19/2018 12:20 PM

6

Lack of high-visibility crossings and crosswalks of Hawthorne Ave near the Thatcher Ave and
Keystone Ave viaducts.

5/19/2018 9:28 AM

7

Again the underpass is a worry.

5/18/2018 7:17 PM

8

Same as #6

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

9

Hawthorne/Central and Franklin by the viaducts are dangerous and cars go to fast and do not
stop.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

10

No, there is no traffic issues or safety issues.

5/18/2018 7:38 AM

11

Ashland and Division and speeding along lathrop ave

5/16/2018 10:44 AM

12

N/A

5/15/2018 8:02 PM

13

My kids frequently tell me that cars drive too fast and disregard walkers/bikers in general.

5/15/2018 3:00 PM

14

Thatcher crossing on Oak St is not pedestrian or bike friendly. There are lots of pedestrians and
cyclists, including lots of kids, that cross that intersection to go to school or visit the forest
preserve. Would be great to have a yellow light that could be activated by pedestrians as needed
when crossing Thatcher.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

15

Lathrop going southbound the cars speed in order to make the light. It's extremely dangerous
every day of the week.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

16

Crossing guard at Jackson and Circle Ave is really confusing. Once, I had my turn signal on, he
waived me through then yelled at me because someone started to cross. I apologized and told him
I thought he waived me through. His response was that the didn't think I was turning. This was
very confusing and confusion is a safety issue!

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

17

Crossing Division at Franklin or Ashland

5/14/2018 7:40 PM

18

Uncontrolled intersections along Iowa Ave. Cross walks that have no lights - in the winter the sun
sets at 4:30 pm but many students have after school activities. Even though there is a crosswalk at
Jackson & Chicago, there is no request light (like at Chicago & Scoville in Oak Park) such that
pedestrians can alert drivers that they are crossing.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

19

no

5/14/2018 10:26 AM

20

Crossing Ashland at Division

5/13/2018 9:55 PM

21

crossing Lathrop.

5/13/2018 6:42 PM

22

No stop sign on Franklin and Linden. So many kids walk on Franklin from south RF

5/13/2018 12:57 PM
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23

Automobile traffic traveling east/west on Hawthorne avenue at Franklin Ave has limited visibility of
students coming in and out of the train underpass on south side of train tracks. This applies to
Central Ave as well on the north side of the train tracks, but is not as busy a thoroughfare

5/11/2018 5:03 PM

24

No

5/11/2018 9:50 AM

25

parents don't stop at crosswalks curb cut at oak & lathrop, northeast side in particular is greater
than an 8% grade at oak & ashland parents pull into the crosswalks/block intersection often

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

26

My child doesn't walk by themselves at the present moment.

5/11/2018 8:09 AM

27

See above answer

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

28

Even with the crossing guard, Lake and Franklin is hard to cross. Not safe without the crossing
guards, but they aren’t always out when the kids are walking home after activities.

5/10/2018 8:48 PM

29

Lake st traffic is challenging for a child to cross

5/10/2018 8:42 PM

30

intersection of washington and vine

5/10/2018 8:35 PM

31

Same as #6: I have seen an increase in drivers that appear to be taking a short cut thru River
Forest.

5/10/2018 7:54 PM

32

no

5/10/2018 4:54 PM

33

St. Luke's crossing guard on Lake St. do not stop vehicle for all pedestrians crossing Ashland.

5/10/2018 4:32 PM

34

Keystone and Hawthorne - there is no stop signs, thus cars do not come to a complete stop
Keystone and Linden - There is no stop sign on Keystone, cars speed down Keystone between
Washington and Hawthorne in an effort to park and catch the train.

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

35

Lake street between Park and Forest where the Park District grounds-keeping building is presents
a safety issue. Trucks come in and out of there, and cannot see kids who are walking past.

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

36

our son has to cross several streets along lake street and the area around jewel often seems
overly busy with cars looking more at getting in/out of jewel rather than looking at kids crossing.
our son has said that several times in that area cars were "suddenly" turning when he was
crossing the street

5/10/2018 2:30 PM

37

Greenfield & Park intersection

5/10/2018 11:54 AM

38

The following intersections need permanent guards: Oak and Park; Oak and Franklin; Also, I only
allow my kids to travel down Park because there are so many unsecured intersections in River
Forest (intersections with no stop signs or only two-way stops.) These are very dangerous
intersections.

5/10/2018 11:48 AM

39

See my answers to #5

5/10/2018 10:51 AM

40

no

5/10/2018 10:40 AM

41

I live in the area of River Forest south of the commuter rail. I would prefer an additional stop sign
on Washington to slow down the through traffic on that street. Through traffic goes very fast and
the stop at Washington and Keystone is typically rolled, at best.

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

42

Lake and Lathrop should have guards for unsupervised kids

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

43

none

5/10/2018 9:53 AM

44

We experience the same safety issues as mentioned in the previous response. Motorists speed
down Hawthorne and Central Ave. before and after school. They often fail to make complete stops
at the intersections of Hawthorne and Franklin, and Central and Franklin. These intersections are
especially dangerous as this is where a viaduct is so both are blind corners. Motorists have little
regard for the students walking to and from school which is troubling. Some of the neighborhood
children have been hit by vehicles at these intersections. The RF Police Dept. has put out speed
signs at different times on Hawthorne, yet these have a limited effect on slowing the traffic.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

45

Franklin/Oak was terrifying before the crossing guards particularly in inclement weather. I would
walk with my student because sometimes grade schoolers cannot gauge a driver's action.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

46

I just want to make sure that they cross busy intersections (Lathrop & Division) with a guard.

5/10/2018 8:32 AM

47

Nothing in particular other than the fact that it would be nice to have an ‘official’ route (more kids
walking together in same direction;safer in numbers)

5/10/2018 8:29 AM

48

Walking routes seem ok

5/10/2018 8:03 AM

49

Commuters trying to avoid Lake shoot down Hawthorne and Central (either side of train tracks)
and aren’t yielding to pedestrians at 4-way stops on Franklin or Ashland. Better traffic management
of cars (not just pedestrians) along Lake might help

5/10/2018 7:11 AM
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50

Intersection of Keystone and Hawthorn is a complicated intersection for everyone to navigate.
There is also a blind spot for drivers as they come to the corner of Central and Keystone and it is
difficult to see pedestrians and cyclists.

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

51

Lake and Lathrop—heavy traffic; no adherence to to right turn signs; cars proceeding after lights
have changed

5/10/2018 6:51 AM

52

Oak and Ashland, Franklin can get a little nutty but has been okay. we have taught our kids how to
be careful.

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

53

Busy streets to cross especially in the morning with increased traffic/commuters. My students
need to walk an extra block away to get an intersection with a stop sign. There is no stop sign on
our street and they need to cross a very busy street that has commuter traffic. People do not stop
for pedestrians.

5/9/2018 11:08 PM

54

At the corner of Jackson and monroe I’ve experienced cars not stopping at stop signs- northbound
on Jackson. I’ve noticed it from walking with them at certain times.

5/9/2018 10:54 PM

55

Crossing Lathrop is always treacherous but so far we have had people stop and wait for the kids to
go by

5/9/2018 10:53 PM

56

Not really

5/9/2018 10:45 PM

57

Cars often speed away from intersections near school but without crossing guards, such as
Lathrop and Augusta. Would like to see more police presence.

5/9/2018 10:44 PM

58

Sidewalk can be icy at Lincoln and salt is not used Parents and kids fall Cars honking aggressively
and speeding

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

59

there are too many cars on the road and 8am and 3pm. More kids should be walking or biking!
Less cars make River Forest safer for kids and commuters. The intersection of Lathrop and
Greenfield is especially harrowing at 8am and 3pm.

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

60

car/pedestrian confusion at busy intersections

5/9/2018 10:34 PM

61

crossing guard at Franklin and Lake is normally sufficient for walking times

5/9/2018 10:22 PM

62

Please see prior responses for the need for 4 way stop signs at Gale and Washington, and at Gale
and Vine

5/9/2018 10:17 PM

63

No

5/9/2018 9:32 PM

64

Vine and Gale, Gale and Washington

5/9/2018 9:31 PM

65

Cars do not stop for pedestrians at crosswalks. Most of our experience is at the Augusta/Jackson
one but Chicago/Jackson is bad too. One car didn’t even slow and instead swerved into oncoming
traffic.

5/9/2018 8:28 PM

66

Crossing driveway is always my concern so I never let my children walk by themselves.

5/9/2018 7:52 PM

67

Drivers not obeying school speed zones

5/9/2018 6:55 PM

68

She doesn't walk because of fear of crossing Washington, Central, Hawthorne uncontrolled

5/9/2018 6:41 PM

69

anyone turning left or going strait from Franklin to Lake st

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

70

The crossings on ashland & Franklin at Hawthorne and central are sometimes tough with cars not
coming to a complete stop

5/9/2018 6:25 PM

71

None

5/9/2018 6:21 PM

72

See the answer from the previous question. In addition to the traffic on the main street we have a
bank on each corner which has produced an increase of cars coming down our block during the
start and end of the school day. And some of the drivers have no regard to the fact that
pedestrians and small children are passing by.

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

73

Same concerns as I outlined above in no. 6.

5/9/2018 6:03 PM

74

N/a

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

75

At the intersection of Berkshire and Monroe there's no stop or yield sign. Cars driving from Trinity
eastbound on Berkshire zoom through that intersection without stopping either taking a hard right
or zipping straight through.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

76

no

5/9/2018 5:47 PM
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77

Entire Oak Ave corridor- Oak & Forest, Oak & Park, Oak & Franklin, Oak & Lathrop in particular are all incredibly very busy with cars/traffic as it seems to a main route for cars to avoid Lake
Street or Chicago Ave, but its also the main route for dozens and dozens of students. Overall,
there is little understanding/direction for cars on right of way, or who's "turn" is next when at a stop
or yield (to either other cars, or pedestrians). Crossing guards have helped immensely in clarifying
right of way for pedestrians and also as visible signals to drivers that it is safe to proceed driving.
My children feel safer with crossing guards in place, because there are clear rules with adults in
charge. Their implementation is piece of mind for our family.

5/9/2018 4:51 PM

78

no.

5/9/2018 4:47 PM

79

No

5/9/2018 4:45 PM

80

Cars on Lake often race sometimes race through the intersection, ignoring the crossing guard. Our
children were almost hit there despite the presence of a parent and a crossing guard. There is
sometimes confusion at the 4 way stop at Lathrop & Oak, as the crossing guard may wave cars
through, which can look like waving students through.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

81

Hawthorne and Franklin--really poor visibility, commuters barely stop at sign on Hawthorne (who
knew stop signs are optional?) Needs a police officer looking to make some money for the village.
More realistically needs a crossing guard and the homeowner on the southeast corner bush's are
impeding visibility. I will not let my 9 year old cross the street on either side of that intersection by
herself. Washington Blvd at Franklin. It's just a busy street with a lot of cross town/commuter traffic
that is not mindful of children. Needs a crossing guard and maybe blinking lights for pedestrians. I
will not let my 9 year old cross the street by herself.

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

82

Always concerned on Lake Street and the cross walk at Oak and Lathrop.

5/9/2018 4:14 PM

83

Better traffic control by the schools.

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

84

Same as #6

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

85

Intersection of Iowa/william

5/9/2018 3:58 PM

86

Not really we only cross on street at Lake and Park.

5/9/2018 3:55 PM

87

Keep the crossing gaurds!

5/9/2018 3:53 PM

88

Cars not looking out for kids; driving too fast

5/9/2018 3:52 PM

89

N/A

5/9/2018 3:50 PM

90

Speeders on hawthorn in am and pm

5/9/2018 3:40 PM

91

Walking at Franklin between Central and Hawthorn Ave. Some drivers aren’t as cautious as you
would like them to be. Especially in the morning.

5/9/2018 3:38 PM

92

Lake/Franklin, Oak/Lathrop

5/9/2018 3:29 PM

93

Cars shall significantly slow down and be cautious on Franklin during pick up and drop off time

5/9/2018 3:12 PM

94

Again, the Division St crossings are hazardous

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

95

She has not discussed any but she walks with friends.

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

96

People not letting kids cross the street

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

97

Cars not stopping for 4 way stops at the above said intersections

5/9/2018 3:01 PM

98

Franklin and Oak has no stop sign along Oak. I worry about cars not stopping, speeding, not
looking when my kid crosses Oak. My kid does not look both ways even after his friend got hit by a
car and my kid is a careful kid. If he walks home with a friend they probably would double their
chances of not looking and getting hit. Also, there a lot of cars travelling along Oak dropping off or
having just dropped off a kid at 1 of the 3 schools near that intersection.

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

99

Yes. Cars don’t pay attention and don’t yield to pedestrians

5/9/2018 2:54 PM

100

Although there is now a stop sign at the intersection of Greenfield and Park, parked cars on Park
Avenue often obstruct sight lines.

5/9/2018 2:53 PM

101

Lathrop, where there are no crossing guards and on Franklin at Greenview.

5/9/2018 2:51 PM

102

I worry about them crossing streets alone during rush hour (before school walk) so they don't walk
alone. I worry about crossing Park Ave at either Oak or Lake Street. Having a crossing guard
newly installed at Oak and Park has been helpful.

5/9/2018 2:50 PM

103

No other than having to wait to cross the street with a crossing guard.

5/9/2018 2:45 PM

104

Not on the way to Roosevelt.

5/9/2018 2:43 PM
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105

there should be crossing guards around Willard

5/9/2018 2:40 PM

106

N/A

5/9/2018 2:39 PM

107

Oak and asland

5/9/2018 2:38 PM

108

it is a long distance for our family to which there are safety concerns for elementary school ages

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

109

Ashland and Franklin intersections with, respectively, Hawthorne and Central.

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

110

The new crossing guards have been a much needed safety addition.

5/9/2018 2:36 PM

111

My daughter often complains of drivers speeding out of their driveway and there not being enough
light when coming home from the library or school when she has to stay to work on a project or is
involved in a school activity.

5/9/2018 2:35 PM

112

Crossing under the railroad tracks south of Lake is difficult.

5/9/2018 2:34 PM

113

Drivers just don't pay attention (or care). I don't think it's anything that the village or schools can
do. It's a total disregard for traffic rules and indifference to people walking. People blow through
stop signs, they ignore crosswalks; they're in a hurry. My son walks to Lincoln 95% of the time
from the Oak/Forest intersection. The Park/Oak intersection has improved, but there are still
drivers who just don't care about people on foot. In addition, the drop-off/pick-up lane on Park still
baffles people - even with Mr. Godfrey standing out there.

5/9/2018 2:34 PM

114

Yes, there is a lot of traffic at Hawthorne (east bound) and Franklin and there is no cross guard
there and a lot of people don’t fully stop.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

115

See above

5/9/2018 2:32 PM

116

Crossing Lake anywhere other than with the guard can be challenging

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

117

Walking with or without a crossing guard is difficult, specifically because of the issues crossing
Lake anywhere between Thatcher and Lathrop. Need fewer vehicles and more controlled (traffic or
crossing light) intersections. The intersection at Lathrop/Brown/Hawthorne/Central is also very
difficult because of the proximity of the four-way stop with multiple vehicle lanes to two
uncontrolled turns (southbound left onto Brown, and northbound left onto Hawthorne). This creates
confusion about right-of-way, and students are often ignored by cars there. I would advise
eliminating these two left turns completely and pushing the southbound traffic down to
Washington/Randolph and the northbound left turns to Central or better yet, all the way to
Chicago.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

118

Monroe and Berkshire is an intersection with no stop or yield signs.

5/9/2018 2:30 PM

119

Drivers are DISTRACTED. We are all guilty of this. Any plan must account for the distracted driver,
not the perfect driver. While a crossing guard can't be at every intersection, we need a way to alert
drivers to the school zones: speed bumps, flashing lights, spinners, beeping sounds when a
pedestrian approaches, etc. It's not one particular location - its everywhere that children cross.

5/9/2018 2:26 PM

120

We cross Park Avenue at Greenfield while walking from our home on Forest Avenue to Willard.
Cars often travel at high speeds along Park Avenue (often seems like Dominican students driving
fast) and it doesn't help that cars can park along the street, blocking a driver's view of pedestrians.
It's really not an ideal set-up for those who walk.

5/9/2018 2:25 PM

121

Same answer as question #5.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

122

Crossing Thatcher on Oak

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

123

None that I know of

5/9/2018 2:22 PM

124

Yes - there needs to be a crossing guard (at a minimum) on Park Avenue for the Greenfield
crossing. There are commuters and Dominican college students (and parents dropping kids off)
that are all busy driving through this s-curve intersection with only one stop sign. Plus, with any
construction around the area or parked cars, it makes visibility very difficult (especially when
factoring in cars turning). It is a very unsafe intersection for walking to/from school.

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

125

people drive down Park Avenue very fast in both directions and they are not supposed to turn from
north avenue. this is not enforced.

5/9/2018 2:18 PM

126

Coming from southern River Forest heading under the railroad tracks, there is zero visibility at
every intersection on Hawthorne and Central.

5/9/2018 2:16 PM

127

Since they travel down Lake Street from Edgewood & Lake to Park & Lake, people still turn while
the kids are trying to cross at Lake & Thatcher. Also, the pedestrian cross walk across Lake Street
at Keystone needs more then a flashing light, cars don’t stop while kids are in the cross walk.

5/9/2018 2:14 PM

128

Lathrop/Lake

5/9/2018 2:08 PM
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129

Same as above

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

130

I feel that a lot of these drivers rush past the school and do not pay attention to the
pedestrians.Lake street gets very busy with traffic in the morning and afternoon.

5/9/2018 2:04 PM

131

see #5

5/9/2018 1:39 PM

132

Yes cars driving east on hawthorn turning right to go north on keystone don’t stop to let kids cross
at that 3 way intersection .there should be a pedestrian crossing there.

5/9/2018 1:02 PM

133

None

5/9/2018 10:54 AM

134

Stop signs on Lathrop

5/9/2018 9:29 AM

135

Yes, the traffic is speeding on Hawthorne all the time. Also they speed on the streets that are
cutovers to Madison like Keystone. There are crossing guards north of Lake that mitigate issues
like this north of the schools but none south of Lake and people are flying on Hawthorne. At a
minimum you need someone at Franklin and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 9:00 AM

136

See number 6

5/9/2018 8:48 AM

137

No

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

138

Mostly near Keystone and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 8:38 AM

139

Lots of cars around the train station, headed in all directions— crossing Hawthorne at Keystone.
Crossing Lake street.

5/9/2018 7:12 AM

140

Please see answer to #5. Same issues apply.

5/9/2018 6:43 AM

141

We cross going west at keystone and Hawthorne. There are no marked crosswalk there and often
cars roll through the turn coming from leaving the 3-way stop sign. In addition this
Keystone/Hawthorne 3way stop is very busy at commuting times as cars are traveling to and from
the metra.

5/9/2018 6:16 AM

142

Cars going too fast down Oak. Especially after park to thatcher now.

5/9/2018 4:23 AM

143

We take a route that avoids Lake Street because of all the car traffic on Lake.

5/9/2018 2:51 AM

144

See #5

5/9/2018 12:19 AM

145

Franklin and oak

5/9/2018 12:01 AM

146

Yes Hawthorne and thatcher/gale the intersection is dangerous through traffic north has no stop
south traffic has a yield and west traffic has a stop. My child will never be able to cross there
safely.

5/8/2018 8:52 PM

147

Traffic on lake street and Washington don’t stop for people in the crosswalk.

5/8/2018 7:08 PM

148

The Park/Lake intersection is a nightmare. We never cross there. We cross at Franklin and Lake,
but even there cars are going around the crossing guards on Lake and parents who have dropped
their children off drive very aggressively to cross Lake at Ashland. It is frightening. We never use
the crosswalks unless there is a crossing guard. Even the one right by the police station. They are
not enforced (or respected by drivers).

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

149

Crossing Augusta is unsafe for small children. I do not let my child walk alone because she can’t
easily get across Augusta, unless she walks a block east of school to Lathrop or a block west of
school to Park. Cars travel too fast on Augusta & there are no crossing guards. Stop signs would
help in many ways.

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

150

Lots of traffic along oak street in the morning, creating safety issues at major street crossings
(Park, Franklin, etc.)

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

151

The intersection of Ashland and Division is quite busy and there is no stop sign.

5/8/2018 8:58 AM

152

Again. Love new crossing guards.

5/8/2018 8:49 AM

153

No good crosswalk across Hawthorne at Thatcher.

5/8/2018 6:25 AM

154

None

5/8/2018 12:58 AM

155

People coming in too fast on Greenfield off of Thatcher. They are using it as a cut-through to avoid
the Thatcher/North Ave. intersecttion during rush hour.

5/7/2018 11:32 PM

156

At Ashland and Divison many cars stop in the crosswalk while waiting to turn onto or cross south
on Division and block the safe path of the students trying to cross to the west side Ashland on the
north side of Division. This is very dangerous for the walking kids.

5/7/2018 10:59 PM

157

Crossing Augusta

5/7/2018 10:51 PM
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158

None reporter but my 4th grader may not recognize driving infractions as they offer.

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

159

Drivers don’t stop. I wonder why Willard has one crossing guard and Roosevelt has 5.

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

160

Several intersections on Ashland Avenue do not have stop signs.

5/7/2018 10:20 PM

161

The intersections of Park and Oak, Franklin and Oak, Ashland and Oak are very dangerous as
cars do not slow down or stop. Also cars go the wrong way down the 500/600 block of Park

5/7/2018 10:00 PM

162

Drivers who fail to pay attention or give them the right of way.

5/7/2018 9:28 PM

163

Speed of drivers particularly on Lake st during the 3pm hour

5/7/2018 9:19 PM

164

Yes-the intersection of Park and Greenfield. There is parking along that street which makes it
difficult for children to see when crossing and for cars to see children. Cars exit and enter
Dominican constantly and FLY down Park. It is very unnerving that there is not a marked
crosswalk, some kind of light or sign to catch drivers attention or telling them CAUTION
CHILDREN, or to slow down-a stop sign would be very helpful.

5/7/2018 8:35 PM

165

I would like to see crossing guards at all corners around the school. It would be great to have a
crossing guard on Franklin/Greenfield as well to help children cross.

5/7/2018 6:40 PM

166

Please see above - every street crossing busy until we reach Lincoln from Jackson

5/7/2018 6:28 PM

167

Intersection of greenfield and park is extremely dangerous for walkers and bikers especially when
cars are parked on park ave.

5/7/2018 5:40 PM

168

Our intersection, Gale and Vine, is uncontrolled and very unsafe. We have seen many accidents
there. In addition, while Keystone provides a relatively safe way to cross Washington, students
cannot cross at Gale. As a result, many students must gross Gale at Vine to get to Keystone.

5/7/2018 5:38 PM

169

Sometimes there is no crossing guard on Ashland

5/7/2018 5:23 PM

170

Not yielding the way to pedestrians or crossing guard.

5/7/2018 5:16 PM

171

Same as above - cars speed down Park, and a lot of cars are parked on the street right around
where children cross the street to get to Greenfield, so it’s hard for the kids to even check both
ways.

5/7/2018 5:04 PM

172

See # 5.

5/7/2018 4:50 PM

173

Needs a crossing guard on Greenfield and Ashland

5/7/2018 4:47 PM

174

Unmarked intersections along Iowa especially in the afternoon

5/7/2018 4:45 PM

175

Lathrop avenue is really crowded and congested near the metra tracks It's very hard to cross lake
street for young children

5/7/2018 4:20 PM

176

Stop sign at Augusta and Keystone frequently has cars blow through it. So does Park and Division

5/7/2018 3:48 PM

177

none

5/7/2018 3:06 PM

178

On Thatcher, cars back out of driveways very fast often without regard for children on the
sidewalk. There are also cars cutting through the Mosaic Montessori (RFUMC) parking lots to
bypass Lake/Thatcher traffic. Cars at the stop signs along Oak, between Thatcher and Park don't
always give pedestrians/children right of way.

5/7/2018 2:50 PM

179

I have not allowed this for fear of my son getting run over. We are still trying to figure a safe route
for him to take to and from Willard.

5/7/2018 2:47 PM

180

The traffic at Division street in the mornings is ridiculous and unsafe, even with the crossing guard.
Too many people in a rush and MANY of the Trinity kids are dropped off (illegally) on Lathrop and
cause a traffic back up. Cars don't know when to cross and pedestrians don't know when to cross
either. Trinity needs to be a better partner in the neighborhood and stop the drop offs on Lathrop.
Even their own school buses stop and let off kids on Lathrop.

5/7/2018 2:33 PM

181

Na

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

182

Same as above

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

183

crossing at lake and thatcher

5/7/2018 2:09 PM

184

park and oak is much better since adding the crossing guard

5/7/2018 2:07 PM

185

Yes. Crossing Division without a stop sign. Would love to see a stop sign at Division and Ashland.

5/7/2018 2:00 PM

186

Yes. See last answer

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

187

corner of Park and Greenfield there are a lot of cars that go fast and it is a common place for
children trying to cross the street to get to school.

5/6/2018 11:48 PM
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188

Chicago and Lathrop, and cars in front of the library pulling out of parking spots or trying to turn in
to the school parking lot don't see students

5/6/2018 8:38 PM

189

See question 2. Also, cars do not actually stop at Franklin/Hawthorn viaduct intersection. Just a
rolling stop.

5/5/2018 8:29 AM

190

The crossing guard at Ashland/Lake does not stop traffic for non-St. Luke’s students. Lincoln
students and parents have to fend for themselves.

5/4/2018 9:26 PM

191

Same as above - Lathrop and Greenfield is busy and Ashland and Greenfield also busy with lots of
turning cars and or backed up cars blocking the crosswalk when it gets busy.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

192

TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost? The entire length of Iowa St is a
disaster, with the exception of Lathrop.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM

193

same as above.

5/4/2018 5:00 PM

194

The intersection at Washington and Keystone is dangerous. I have personally been nearly hit
multiple times so I worry a lot about our kids.

5/4/2018 4:50 PM
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Q8 For individuals who do not have children attending a River Forest
school, do you have any feedback regarding any safety issues for
students regarding traffic flow, walking, bicycling, etc. that affects student
experiences as they go to and from school?
Answered: 65

Skipped: 247

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

Traffic back ups on Lake and Lathroo at pickup times

5/19/2018 12:20 PM

2

N/A

5/15/2018 8:02 PM

3

Speeding Proper street markings to warn drivers of school zones Parent and students distracted
driving and walking

5/15/2018 6:08 PM

4

The lack of consistency in stop signs, 4-way, 2-way, no way is confusing for drivers and
pedestrians alike.

5/15/2018 3:00 PM

5

There is no safe road lane for bikes in this town, especially on main roadways like Lake, Lathrop,
Thatcher due to street parking. The speeders are dangerous to those of us biking to school and
work.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

6

n/a

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

7

Many students also walk/bike to Lake street after school to go shopping or to eat. Jackson/Lake (at
Jewel) should also have a "beg button" with lights for pedestrians. Chicago/Bonnie Brae is a very
busy crossing for Concordia, Grace Lutheran, Dominican, OPRFHS Cross Country and D90
students. There should be a "beg light" for a pedestrian crossing there as it is hard to be seen.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

8

No

5/11/2018 9:50 AM

9

na

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

10

N/a

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

11

no

5/10/2018 8:35 PM

12

Be on the lookout with sharing roads with bicyclists and cars. There are young children learning
traffic rules while walking to school.

5/10/2018 4:32 PM

13

none

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

14

no

5/10/2018 11:54 AM

15

yes- I know several residents on Franklin who have expressed concern about vehicle traffic and
frustrated drivers who speed down Oak because they are aggravated with the parked cars.
Walking to school would alleviate vehicle congestion but parents need to feel comfortable that their
child will arrive at school safely.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

16

No

5/10/2018 8:29 AM

17

The signs along Lake Street are confusing about crosswalks . People stop for no reason and
almost cause accidents daily

5/9/2018 11:13 PM

18

No

5/9/2018 10:45 PM

19

No

5/9/2018 9:32 PM

20

2

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

21

N/A

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

22

N/a

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

23

na

5/9/2018 5:47 PM

24

n/a

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

25

Since my student recently left Roosevelt for OPRF, I feel like I can answer as a parent who has
students who attend. I am very concerned about student safety at intersections such as Lake &
Lathrop, and Oak & Lathrop.

5/9/2018 4:14 PM
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26

NA

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

27

Need more crossing guards on the commuter heavy streets like Washington & Lake. We have 1
@ Chicago and Lathrop but not Lathrop & lake

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

28

N/A

5/9/2018 3:50 PM

29

I live right by the corner of Harlem and Chicago and it is a notoriously dangerous intersection
during rush hours.

5/9/2018 3:09 PM

30

N/A

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

31

On division when kids are getting out of soccer games/park some cars driving fast and not being
careful that not too long ago someone passed me using the other side of the street.

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

32

N/A

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

33

Trinity tends to have a lot of fast driving cars driven aggressively by teens after dismissal leaving
their campus.

5/9/2018 2:45 PM

34

N/a

5/9/2018 2:43 PM

35

N/A

5/9/2018 2:39 PM

36

N/A

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

37

Addressed above.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

38

NA

5/9/2018 2:22 PM

39

no

5/9/2018 2:18 PM

40

Same as above

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

41

Frequently, we see cars going through the stop sign headed east on Hawthorne at the Keystone
Ave viaduct.

5/9/2018 1:56 PM

42

As stated above, Keystone has become a traffic thoroughfare and rates of speed top 40mph. So
many of these people are not paying attention and going at such a high rate of speed if they were
to have to stop suddenly I fear the outcome.

5/9/2018 1:23 PM

43

The intersection at Keystone and Hawthorne is dangerous. Heavy commuter vehicle traffic, in a
more heavily-used pedestrian (adults and many children, due to park locales) intersection.

5/9/2018 10:54 AM

44

Police need to enforce the inconsiderate adults driving around schools. Waste of community tax
dollars exploring routes that students will not detour to use.

5/9/2018 9:15 AM

45

See above

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

46

My kids use all three schools and i consistently talk about safety. Maybe host safety classes for
kids.

5/9/2018 4:23 AM

47

I do not trust other drivers. People are completely distracted. Our kids have to be taught to not
expect people to see them or slow down for them. Not sure how that can be fixed

5/8/2018 10:09 PM

48

See above regarding walking safety crossing east-west streets.

5/8/2018 7:08 PM

49

No good crosswalk across Hawthorne at Thatcher. Very dangerous traffic flows there.

5/8/2018 6:25 AM

50

Na

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

51

Speeding traffic.

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

52

N/A

5/7/2018 10:20 PM

53

Not applicable

5/7/2018 9:28 PM

54

Drivers on Lake exceed the speed limit and can be very unsafe in the morning

5/7/2018 6:28 PM

55

For students walking from the south end of River Forest, I know the light at Franklin and
Washington does not give a lot of time for crossing.

5/7/2018 6:22 PM

56

N/a

5/7/2018 5:04 PM

57

no

5/7/2018 3:06 PM

58

I am amazed that kids don’t even bother look both ways when crossing the street. Parents and
teachers should teach them how to cross a street. This is very evident around Roosevelt. It shocks
me that kids run right in front of cars.

5/7/2018 2:55 PM

59

No

5/7/2018 2:47 PM
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60

I live south of the tracks and I'm concerned about sending my kids to school when they're older
because of how dangerous the car traffic is on Hawthorne

5/7/2018 2:30 PM

61

Na

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

62

No

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

63

I live on Oak Avenue, a primary route for many students to and from Roosevelt Middle School. I
consider the main threat to safety of children bicycling to and from school is the careless disregard
for their basic traffic regulations, in particular stop signs. 99+% of all the kids passing my house
run the stop at Oak and William without even slowing down, much less stopping as is required by
state law for bicycles as well as cars. One of the main reason I believe this is occurring is the poor
example set by adults in this community. When a cyclists runs a stop at an intersection I am
crossing I will give them a horn to let them know they are in violation, their reaction is frequently an
obscene gesture. I have also observed a number of cyclists going the wrong way on the one way
portion of Central Avenue. Contributing to the problem is the negligence on the part of the Police
by not enforcing traffic law as it applies to adult cyclists. Police are also prone to making rolling
stops at stop signs. This type of "California Stop" would result in a ticket if the same level of stop
was picked up on a red light camera before making a right on red.

5/6/2018 8:47 AM

64

See above.

5/5/2018 8:29 AM

65

TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost? The entire length of Iowa St is a
disaster, with the exception of Lathrop.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM
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Q9 Feel free to provide any general comments on the safe walking routes
to school program not covered in this survey.
Answered: 79

Skipped: 233

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

There has been an influx of young families on the south side of Washington. Think a crossing
guard coming back this way would be terrific since there is no light by Franklin, Park or Ashland.

5/18/2018 7:17 PM

2

The walking school bus program at Willard has been a huge help by getting kids walking, getting a
critical mass and parent buy-in. I somewhat dislike the rule that kids must have a parent under
grade 3.

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

3

walk on oak to get to Lincoln, there are crossing guards at almost every street

5/18/2018 7:38 AM

4

Need to enforce safe routes thry schools and education new parents

5/15/2018 6:08 PM

5

A crossing light that could be activated by pedestrians and cyclists on the corner of Thatcher and
Oak to facilitate crossing Thatcher.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

6

The constant overflow of traffic from other towns that utilize our main roads creates danger as
these people do not care about pedestrians or bikers - they speed to get through town and it's
getting worse.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

7

It would be great if there were designated walking/biking/driving routes to each school. That way
drivers and pedestrians would know what to expect in terms of traffic during specific times before
and after school. Locals that wanted to avoid school traffic could then plan alternate routes.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

8

The intersection of Harlem/Lake (N/W corner pedestrian request button does not work). SW corner
has an insane green arrow on red going East on Lake, such that pedestrians are put at great risk,
as none of the other corners at the busy intersection have green arrows on red. OPRFHS high
school students who live in RF also use that intersection to/from school or the L train.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

9

all traffic at uncontrolled intersections

5/14/2018 10:56 AM

10

There are few intersections that have a sign to stop for pedestrians in that intersection (i.e.
Washington and Park). Usually none of the cars stop, but sometimes a car in one direction will
stop to let us cross and the car behind them goes around them in the parking lane nearly hitting
us. This also happens at Forest and Washington when we try to cross the street to get to the park
so I only let my kids cross Washington where there is a four way stop (Keystone) or a light. The
intersection of Keystone and Washington is also a problem. Cars there often do not stop at the
stop sign or roll through it. It is dangerous to cross there especially during rush hour. Also drivers
are speeding down Washington and passing cars in the parking lane.

5/14/2018 9:14 AM

11

I think one freak accident of a student unfortunately hit by a car has cost the village and D90 a
whole lot of money. Parents need to teach their kids Street safety and all drivers need to be more
patient.

5/12/2018 6:55 AM

12

I think there should be a 4-way stop at Park & Lake. Cars traveling eastbound on Lake are always
having trouble turning left onto Park for student dropoff, and car traveling north on Park cannot
easily cross Lake and there is heavy pedestrian traffic.

5/11/2018 5:03 PM

13

in general problems are from parents behaving badly and not respecting rules.

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

14

No additional comments

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

15

Traffic around the RF train station is a part of life and living in RF. The traffic increases around the
beginning and the ending of the work day which is the same time that students are traveling back
and forth to school. This can be a dangerous combination if rules of the road are not clear. We do
need to add more stop signs on streets where cars travel too fast (Keystone) and there should not
be intersections at this busy location where there are no yield or stop signage (Keystone and
Hawthorne)

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

16

The children who live in the north east corner of River Forest need a way to get to school where
there are crosswalks somewhere they can use. This is not currently the case as I see it or they
would have to walk well out of their way to use it. I hope it gets better.

5/10/2018 11:54 AM

17

The presence of crossing guards on Oak is great, but they need to take a little more initiative and
move to where the kids are crossing.

5/10/2018 9:43 AM
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18

As a parent of three Lincoln Elementary School students, I feel some drastic measures need to be
taken to ensure the safety of walking/biking routes to school for students. Either speed bumps or
speed cameras (as used in Chicago's school and park zones) should be implemented on
Hawthorne and Central Avenues to create a safer environment for our youngest residents.
Research shows that these are effective in slowing traffic while and providing additional revenue to
the village. The River Forest Police department does not have enough officers to patrol every
street where speeding is occurring.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

19

Parents/Residents are appreciative that that D90 and the village are taking action for our children's
safety. While the concept of recommending a safe passage to school sounds good on paper, it is
doubtful that parents/students will plug in their home address and follow the recommended route
(esp. middle schoolers)

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

20

I feel the amount of crossing guards is very good.

5/10/2018 8:03 AM

21

I think RF can do a better job making kids safer and allowing parents to feel better about letting
their kids walk and bike to school

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

22

Hope there is a pedestrian / bike bridge at Jackson and Lathrop intersection

5/10/2018 6:47 AM

23

we must preserve the freedom and goodness of letting kids walk and bike to school! it is a key
reason that we moved to this town! I would hate for the response to be that we stop letting our kids
learn the simple, lifelong joys of walking to school in the community.

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

24

Wish scooters were allowed especially for the younger kids

5/9/2018 10:53 PM

25

Training the crossing guards in traffic control Police to pull over speeders

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

26

I'd like to see a crossing guard at Lathrop and Greenfield as well as Ashland and Division

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

27

all safe routes end at perimeter intersections :-)

5/9/2018 10:34 PM

28

I live on a block that is one way during school hours. There is a large one way traffic cone /marker
that is placed at the end of the block each school morning to provide a physical reminder and
impediment to traffic entering the block from the wrong direction. My concern is that this traffic
cone is frequently left up long past the 4pm time restriction. In fact I have seen it left up long after
dark. This “safety measure” then becomes a danger to residents as traffic (both cars and bikes)
are forced to veer to avoid it.

5/9/2018 9:38 PM

29

None

5/9/2018 9:32 PM

30

Would be helpful to have crossing guard somewhere along Washington to help kids cross that
busy street

5/9/2018 7:38 PM

31

The crossing guard at Franklin/lake. is GREAT

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

32

N/a

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

33

River Forest needs to have either a yield or stop sign on at least one side of every intersection.
There have been numerous accidents and way too many close calls because of lack of consistent
yield or stop signs.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

34

na

5/9/2018 5:47 PM

35

We live relatively close to school, maybe 15-20 min walk. they know to cross at the lights at
Washington and at Lake St. The crossing guards do a pretty good job getting the kids across the
streets.

5/9/2018 4:47 PM

36

Many of our intersections don't have stop signs in any direction. Some people can be confused by
these and throw in young children walking or on bicycles and I fear a car may not stop when they
should simply because they think a lack of a stop sign suggests they don't have to.

5/9/2018 4:22 PM

37

The additional crossing guards along Oak make our current walking route feel safer, as the hightraffic intersections near schools now have a crossing guard. We value the walkability of the
community and hope that students walking/biking to school becomes more and more the norm.
There is safety in numbers for students walking or riding together and the car traffic will also begin
to adjust expectations as there are greater numbers of pedestrians. We disagree with District 90's
policy against K-1 graders having bicycles at school. Our children have used bicycles from a young
age, and we accompany them while they are learning more to be aware of their environment. We
believe this will make them safer travelers as they grow independently from us. Additionally, more
students and more parents traveling outside of cars helps normalize this behavior, reducing car
trips, which has positive externalities for the whole community. This should be encouraged and not
discouraged.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM
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38

Thanks for taking up this issue. I was going to suggest this issue to my daughters Girl Scout troop
for their Bronze Award before the village took the issue up. Maybe there is still something they can
do to help.

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

39

We should consider speed bumps in areas where school zones are located as drivers rarely
adhere to posted school zone speeds limits.

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

40

Streets need better lighting. When the clocks are set back in fall many kids are walking or riding
home from after school activities and sports in the dark. It’s very hard to see them with our current
lighting. We need LED/more/better streetlighting throughout the village

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

41

More stop signs!

5/9/2018 3:48 PM

42

Should make crossing points on Lake just a normal stop sign during school hours. Too much room
for error with crossing guards

5/9/2018 3:29 PM

43

There is a part of me that things this whole “program idea” is silly. You cannot reasonably provide
“safe” routes that cover all variables. The problem is simple: speeding, distracted drivers and
horrible, illogical and missing signage (stop signs etc) in the RF community

5/9/2018 3:10 PM

44

It would be great if the village could establish bike and walking routes that are not the same as
heavily traveled car routes whenever possible (if the village is not considering changing the current
road dynamic to create protected bike lanes).

5/9/2018 3:09 PM

45

A bike path for kids would be great.

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

46

Let's make the crossing guards permanent. What are we talking about $60 a parent a year?
GoFundMe page it up.

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

47

People who do not live in River Forest use Lake Street to commute during rush hour and cars are
often speeding because traffic gets slowed down during the school commute- I think additional
stop signs on Lake Street between Thatcher and Franklin would be helpful. I know the people
driving on Lake Street to commute through River Forest are not at all careful about children walking
to school.

5/9/2018 2:50 PM

48

I think smart phones are a distraction for all ages of drivers.

5/9/2018 2:45 PM

49

None

5/9/2018 2:43 PM

50

N/A

5/9/2018 2:39 PM

51

An earlier school start time would lessen student commuting volumes during peak traffic times

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

52

We can't feasibly staff every intersection with a crossing guard. Focus on Lake and Oak, as those
seem to be the most heavily-trafficked. However, increased signage and more consistent
interdiction by RFPD could help other problem spots, such as along Central and Hawthorne by the
Union Pacific overpass above Franklin and Ashland.

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

53

N/a

5/9/2018 2:35 PM

54

I think the extra crossing guards added on oak st are necessary to keep everyone safe on the way
to school.

5/9/2018 2:24 PM

55

I think more signs should be posted at intersections to avoid confusion. I realize more signs equals
more clutter, but several people fly through them when there are no signs.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

56

NA

5/9/2018 2:22 PM

57

Ms. Toni (the crossing guard at Lake and Franklin) is the GOLD STANDARD of crossing guards.
She is so precise, consistent, loving, thoughtful and in control.

5/9/2018 2:12 PM

58

Same as above

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

59

It would be nice to have a painted crosswalk at Keystone and Hawthorne.

5/9/2018 8:48 AM

60

The Keystone/Hawthorne intersection is a particular concern. Cars come at it from all directions,
there are a lot of pedestrians headed to the train, and I’m always worried about my kids at this
intersection.

5/9/2018 7:12 AM

61

Please do not ignore those south of the train tracks. Many many children funnel through those
underpasses on the way to school.

5/9/2018 6:43 AM

62

South river forest is overall ignored in my opinion for walk to School safe routes. Hawthorne street
is super dangerous due to the viaduct causing blind spots for drivers.

5/8/2018 8:52 PM

63

The speed limit should be enforced.

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

64

Glad that we now have crossing guards, as I think this will help.

5/8/2018 12:14 PM
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65

I would like more visible bike lanes.

5/8/2018 8:49 AM

66

Glad to know the issue is being addressed to offer peace of mind while our son bikes to Willard.

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

67

Speed trap more. Speed bumps?

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

68

—-

5/7/2018 9:28 PM

69

Crossing guards sometimes act as traffic cops. Well intentioned, but Can be a bit dangerous bc of
the confusion

5/7/2018 9:19 PM

70

See above

5/7/2018 5:04 PM

71

The safety of children must always come first. Not lateness or your rush to get somewhere.
Remind drivers that pedestrians have the right of way. Drivers think that just bc there isn't a stop
sign, they don't have to stop. The laws actually dictate that drivers are to stop for pedestrians at the
crosswalk.

5/7/2018 2:33 PM

72

Clear route with crossing guards

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

73

Stop signs on Oak at Franklin and Ashland

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

74

I'm not sure there is a safe walking route with no crossing guard at lake and thatcher from our
home on the south side of lake to Lincoln. Traffic turns right with no regard for pedestrians on all
side streets.

5/7/2018 2:09 PM

75

Would love to identify routes that kids could bike with monitors throughout the village.

5/7/2018 2:00 PM

76

Need a safe crossing at Greenfield and park.

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

77

Educating residents and non-residents about uncontrolled intersections. I see people everyday not
even brake at these intersections...and it is very scary. Maybe talk with Concordia and Dominican
to put some sort of email to the students/teachers about how to drive with all our uncontrolled
intersections. We live right off Iowa, and all those intersections are concerning.

5/6/2018 9:42 AM

78

I would LOVE to see less people on their phones while driving around, especially around schools
where there are so many kids. In addition to safety, it sets a terrible example for older kids who are
soon to be drivers themselves. This is not only a parent problem, obviously, and it would be nice to
see no cell phones while driving enforced.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

79

Please, please, please review all uncontrolled intersections and add stop signs.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM
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